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Correspondence Text  

November 14, 2016 

 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 

P.O. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

P.O. Box 49567 

Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

 

RE: Request for Public Meeting on Draft Restoration Plan #1 

 

Dear Members of the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group, 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1. 

Louisiana has been a leader in the development of science-based and publicly-informed restoration plans. To that end, we 

believe it is important to continue best practices in engaging the public in any and all restoration plans before they are 

finalized. Providing a public forum not only provides the opportunity for those interested to make public statements, but it 

also provides an opportunity to educate the public on the latest efforts to restore and protect Louisiana's coast. In addition, as 

stated in the Standard Operating Procedures, a minimum of one public meeting should be held every year to inform the 

public on the activities of the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group. 

 

We respectfully request that a public meeting be held to educate and hear from the public. We understand the resource and 

time demands to host public meetings across the coast specifically for this plan, therefore other alternative engagement 

opportunities could be considered, such as including on the agenda of a monthly CPRA meeting or as a specially held 
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webinar. We appreciate your consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana • Environmental Defense Fund •  

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation • Louisiana Wildlife Federation • National Audubon Society • National Wildlife 

Federation • The Nature Conservancy 
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November 22, 2016 

 

Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group 

U.S. National Park Service 

 

Re: Public Comment on the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan 1: Restoration of Wetlands, 

Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats; Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands; and Birds  

 

Dear Trustee Implementation Group: 

 

This correspondence provides the formal comments submitted by Lafourche Parish on the Louisiana Trustee Implementation 

Group Draft Restoration Plan #1: Restoration of Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats; Habitat Projects on Federally 

Managed Lands; and Birds. 

 

We thank the Trustee Implementation Group for their efforts in drafting an initial plan for restoring Louisiana's natural 

resources. The purpose of this comment is to notify the Trustee Implementation Group that there seems to be a gap in the 

statewide planning process regarding the restoration of Louisiana's recreational resource opportunities. Projects related to 

recreation were not called for in the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1; however, trustees 

are in a position to address this, and Lafourche Parish urges the trustees to consider calling for recreational enhancement 

projects in the subsequent restoration plan.  

 

Section 4.10 of the Final Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan (PDARP) for the Deepwater Horizon oil 

spill identified losses to the public's use of natural resources for outdoor recreation, such as boating, fishing, and going to the 

beach. Accordingly, under the authority of the trustees, funding has been allocated "to provide and enhance recreational 



Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   4   of   74  

opportunities".  

 

It is anticipated that the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority's (CPRA) 2017 Master Plan update will 

provide some information with regard to nonstructural project recommendations and funding, which are currently absent in 

CPRA's Master Plan. However, it is not anticipated that the 2017 Master Plan Update will clarify opportunities for the 

restoration of recreational resource; nor do we reasonably expect the CPRA Master Plan to present a robust program for 

nonstructural project recommendations until future revisions (2022).  

 

Accordingly, Lafourche Parish urges the trustees not to wait for the CPRA Master Plan to define eligible recreational 

restoration projects, as this would likely result in a decade of inaction to restoring recreational opportunities that were harmed 

in the aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in April of 2010, and to consider calling for recreational enhancement 

projects in the subsequent restoration plan. 

 

In furtherance of the trustee's mandate, Lafourche Parish also asks that the restoration plan include opportunities for matching 

funds to support Parish level planning and restoration activities, as the Parish governments are in the best position to identify 

and develop effective recreational restoration plans and programs that would be most responsive to the needs of our citizens.  

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 985-537-7603.  

 

Reggie Bagala, Parish Administrator 

Lafourche Parish Government 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

Those of us from outside the region who watched helplessly as the disaster unfolded strongly support large-scale coastal 

restoration efforts. I was in Louisiana for the first and only time just one week before the spill, and look forward to returning 

to see your state's magnificent wildlife. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Pomper 

 

Washington, DC 20003 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Vanessa Herrera 

1103 Main St  

La Place, LA 70068-4142 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Stulb 

80181 Oak Dr  

Folsom, LA 70437-3237 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

W Starn 

1930 Polk St  

Alexandria, LA 71301-6339 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Duane Pierce 

2215 E Lakeshore Dr  

Baton Rouge, LA 70808-1468 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Carr 

2301 Severn Ave  

Metairie, LA 70001-1949 

file:///C:/Users/LizW/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/D77685ZA/correspondence.cfm%3fmode=view&projectId=67916&documentId=75718&correspondenceId=1083592


Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   11   of   74  

PEPC Project ID: 67916, DocumentID: 75718 

Correspondence: 9 

Author Information 

Keep Private: No 

Name: Darleen Mipro 

Organization: 
 

Organization Type: I - Unaffiliated Individual  

Address: 4120 Annunciation Street 

New Orleans, LA 70115-1405 

USA  

E-mail: deppmipro@everyactioncustom.com 

Correspondence Information  

Status: New  Park Correspondence Log:  

Date Sent: 11/18/2016  Date Received: 11/18/2016  

Number of Signatures: 1  Form Letter: Yes (Master)  

Contains Request(s): No  Type: E-mail  

Notes:  

Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Darleen Mipro 

4120 Annunciation St  

New Orleans, LA 70115-1405 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Labeaud 

4517 Mendez St  

New Orleans, LA 70126-2307 
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Donnette Lafleur 

212 Bucko Ln  

Sunset, LA 70584-5143 
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Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Wanda Lee 

1910 W Carriage House Dr  

Baton Rouge, LA 70815-5541 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Suzy Fraser 

CANAL St  

New Orleans, LA 70112 

file:///C:/Users/LizW/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/D77685ZA/correspondence.cfm%3fmode=view&projectId=67916&documentId=75718&correspondenceId=1083592


Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   16   of   74  

PEPC Project ID: 67916, DocumentID: 75718 

Correspondence: 14 

Author Information 

Keep Private: No 

Name: Suzy Fraser 

Organization: 
 

Organization Type: I - Unaffiliated Individual  

Address: Canal Street 

New Orleans, LA 70112 

USA  

E-mail: suzyfraser9@everyactioncustom.com 

Correspondence Information  

Status: New  Park Correspondence Log:  

Date Sent: 11/18/2016  Date Received: 11/18/2016  

Number of Signatures: 1  Form Letter: Yes (Master)  

Contains Request(s): No  Type: E-mail  

Notes:  

Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Suzy Fraser 

CANAL St  

New Orleans, LA 70112 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Suzy Fraser 

CANAL St  

New Orleans, LA 70112 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Michael Webster 

49258 Stafford Rd  

Tickfaw, LA 70466-1846 
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Correspondence Text  

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Darlene Scheuermann 

23323 Cleland Rd  

Covington, LA 70435-4033 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Darlene Scheuermann 

23323 Cleland Rd  

Covington, LA 70435-4033 
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Correspondence Text  

Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group-Draft Restoration Plan #1 

 

Thanks very much for the opportunity to comment on the subject plan. We are also grateful that the Bayou Terrebonne Ridge 

and Marsh Restoration project has been included in the plan as a preferred restoration alternative. While fully cognizant of 

the funding constraints and other considerations under which this plan was developed, we do want to point out that the two 

barrier island projects (Wine Island and Raccoon Island) that were not included should not have been judged as "neutral" in 

terms of the effect these restoration projects would have on public health and safety. The restoration of these islands are 

indeed most beneficial in terms of the natural protection they would provide against storm surge and the flooding that usually 

accompanies such an event. In my opinion, they would have provided just as much beneficial effect on public health and 

safety as the Terrebonne Ridge and March Restoration project that was included in this plan. Our hope is that these two 

barrier island projects could be included in this plan. Secondarily, if this is not possible, we hope these two barrier island 

projects are given a very high priority for funding in the next plan. Please note that our barrier island chain is our first line of 

defense against severe storms.  

 

Mart J. Black, AICP, Director 

Coastal Restoration & Preservation  

Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government  

985-873-6889 (Office) 

985-637-8017 (Cell) 

985-580-7279 (fax)  

mblack@tpcg.org 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kim Nunez 

2305 Judy Dr  

Meraux, LA 70075-2550 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. The waters of Louisiana's coast supply 30% of the nation's seafood. It is a 

"working coast" that is the source of the resources that heat and energize our homes and businesses. Its future is important to 

this entire country. Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carla Landry 

5615 Corporate Blvd  

Baton Rouge, LA 70808-2568 

file:///C:/Users/LizW/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/D77685ZA/correspondence.cfm%3fmode=view&projectId=67916&documentId=75718&correspondenceId=1083592


Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   25   of   74  

PEPC Project ID: 67916, DocumentID: 75718 

Correspondence: 22 

Author Information 

Keep Private: No 

Name: Michon Shinn 

Organization: 
 

Organization Type: I - Unaffiliated Individual  

Address: 325 Country Club Blvd  

Slidell, LA 70458-1369 

USA  

E-mail: 
 

Correspondence Information  

Status: Reviewed  Park Correspondence Log:  

Date Sent: 11/18/2016  Date Received: 11/18/2016  

Number of Signatures: 1  Form Letter: Yes (Master)  

Contains Request(s): No  Type: E-mail  

Notes:  

Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Michon Shinn 

325 Country Club Blvd  

Slidell, LA 70458-1369 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Julia McLellan 

1422 Short St  

New Orleans, LA 70118-4046 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sally Williams 

221 Ogden Dr  

Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5014 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gerry Ahrens 

890 Rough Edge Rd Lot 14 

Ruston, LA 71270-3092 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rita McDonald 

128 Penwood Loop  

Covington, LA 70433-6510 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark Gruettner 

213 Clearwood Ln  

Shreveport, LA 71105-4103 

file:///C:/Users/LizW/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/D77685ZA/correspondence.cfm%3fmode=view&projectId=67916&documentId=75718&correspondenceId=1083592


Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   31   of   74  

PEPC Project ID: 67916, DocumentID: 75718 

Correspondence: 28 

Author Information 

Keep Private: No 

Name: Deb Bechtel 

Organization: 
 

Organization Type: I - Unaffiliated Individual  

Address: Bechtel 

Bechtel, LA 71457-4950 

USA  

E-mail: bechtelbeauxj@everyactioncustom.com 

Correspondence Information  

Status: New  Park Correspondence Log:  

Date Sent: 11/18/2016  Date Received: 11/18/2016  

Number of Signatures: 1  Form Letter: Yes (Master)  

Contains Request(s): No  Type: E-mail  

Notes:  

Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Deb Bechtel 

232 Kayla Dr  

Natchitoches, LA 71457-4950 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Johanna Schroth 

11070 Mead Rd Apt 2203 

Baton Rouge, LA 70816-5203 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Johanna Schroth 

11070 Mead Rd Apt 2203 

Baton Rouge, LA 70816-5203 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Kilcommons 

1202 Lenox Ave  

Winnfield, LA 71483-3620 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kerry Kelly 

1416 Saint Andrew St Apt C 

New Orleans, LA 70130-5345 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program.  

 

Sincerely, 

Roxanne Shepherd 

1122 Papworth Ave  

Metairie, LA 70005-2339 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mattie Goodwin 

216 Carrollton Ave  

Shreveport, LA 71105-3312 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

As a resident of Louisiana who is informed and concerned about our environment and our species, I am pleased to see that, 

more than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to address damages to natural 

resources has been released. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries based on our environment, countless wildlife 

and birds, and nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the 

opportunity to submit comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addenda to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet at the stage for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group 

will ensure that it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more 

sediment diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and 

the overall success of the restoration program. Please take these important steps to ensure that the plan is actualized, which 

will provide real hope for our environment, our native species, and our human communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Carroll 

390 Audubon St Apt D 

New Orleans, LA 70118-4951 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Christine Hightower 

78656 Turnpike Rd  

Folsom, LA 70437-7624 
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Correspondence Text  

Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

Dear Liz Williams, 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Melanie Ehrlich 

1450 Crescent Dr  

New Orleans, LA 70122-2008 
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Correspondence Text  

On behalf of the Cameron Parish Police Jury and our residents, I would like to submit this letter of support for this Louisiana 

Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1 and specifically the Rabbit Island Project. The Parish stands ready 

to assist in any way necessary to continue moving this vital project forward.  

 

We appreciate your consideration of this request, and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Ryan Bourriaque 

Cameron Parish Administrator  
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December 5, 2016 

 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 

P.O. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

P.O. Box 49567 Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

 

RE: Comments on Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1 

 

Dear Members of the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group (TIG) Draft Restoration Plan #1. 

Louisiana has been a leader along the Gulf Coast in developing science-based, publicly-informed restoration plans, stemming 

from the Coastal Master Plan process. 

 

We appreciate the Louisiana TIG's commitment to selecting projects for NRDA funding that are consistent with the 

Louisiana Coastal Master Plan, and we support the projects included in the Draft Restoration Plan for engineering and design 

funding. To enhance the process and the plan, we believe this Draft Restoration Plan could benefit from a higher level of 

scientific rigor and public transparency in the decision-making process. The detailed recommendations below are offered to 

support this request. 

 

Process and Science 
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Continued focus on strong science-based decision-making and long-term sustainability in all efforts to restore Louisiana's 

coastal resources is essential. It is important the Louisiana TIG demonstrate how individual projects collectively meet the 

goals of the restoration program. In the draft plan, additional explanation and detail on the justification for project selection, 

the evaluation criteria and more details on how the TIG-specific criteria relate back to the overall goals of the NRDA 

Restoration Program would strengthen the plan. 

 

More specifically, it is difficult to understand what some of the evaluation criteria are and how they were systematically 

applied to select the preferred alternative. Some examples include statements such as "project has likely benefits to more than 

one resource" or "high likelihood of success," which appears to be based solely on project constructability, not on the ability 

of the project to achieve the desired outcomes over a specific project life span. The draft plan also states it will consider 

secondary criteria like "geographic location, immediacy, and sustainability of project benefits," but provides no 

 

 

explanation of these criteria or how they were applied. It is also unclear how the evaluation criteria allowed for consistent 

project prioritization since most of the projects have the same evaluation results (i.e., all projects evaluated will benefit more 

than one resource with no further detail included on the scale of those benefits or what resources the project benefits). 

 

To address these concerns, the application of the evaluation criteria in the plan could be expanded to include more technical 

detail and specificity, which is available through the 2012 Coastal Master Plan modeling and data analysis. The Coastal 

Master Plan process is based on ensuring the State constructs the most effective projects to meet the goals of the program 

with the limited funding available. We recommend this approach be translated to all restoration planning efforts. We 

understand the NRDA Draft Restoration Plan goals extend beyond the Coastal Master Plan's primary goal of building and 

sustaining land, and the Trustees must be concerned with replacing natural resources and habitats for various impacted 

species. However, in the future, it is important that within each desired outcome, the TIG ensures it is selecting the most 

effective and sustainable projects, justified by robust and transparent evaluation criteria. 

 

Although we support all the increments in the plan, the inclusion of relatively disparate project increments (either 

geographically, by project type or sustainability) under the heading of one project title can make project evaluation 

problematic and may lead to confusion during project implementation. To emphasize this point, the Barataria Basin Ridge 

and Marsh Creation Project has marsh creation and ridge increments that are geographically and characteristically distinct, 

and are actually separate projects (002.RC.02 and 002.MC.05e) in the 2012 Coastal Master Plan. Ensuring increments are 

grouped appropriately can provide clarity and transparency in the project selection evaluation and simplicity in tracking the 

future success of the projects. We recommend utilizing available data through sources such as the 2012 Coastal Master Plan 

to evaluate projects and project increments appropriately and individually, ensuring consistency in the evaluation. Continued 

adaptive management funding could provide valuable information on current and potentially chronic impacts of the spill for 

future plans and ensure restoration projects are adjusted accordingly. 

 

Long-term Vision and Planning 

 

In general, we recommend the TIG members provide in the plan a more holistic and long-term strategy for project 

implementation, including intended planning and sequencing of projects based on the availability of funding over time. We 

appreciate the acknowledgement that the Draft Restoration Plan does not commit the Trustees to future actions, as well as 

recognize plans may change as new information becomes available. We also believe that flexibility to adaptively 

management is paramount. However, sharing the longer term vision for the restoration program upfront and as it evolves is 

critical to a comprehensive approach to restoration. A clear description of a process by which projects may be added to or 

eliminated from future plans would be helpful. 

 

 

As a major component of the Coastal Master Plan and based on available science, we also recommend the plan include a 

stronger commitment of the intent of the Louisiana TIG to fund one or more sediment diversions in future restoration plans, 

assuming all federal and state permitting requirements are satisfied. One way to show such commitment is to demonstrate 
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how funds will be budgeted to meet the state's goal of breaking ground on construction of a sediment diversion by 2021. We 

also recommend the plan account for sediment availability, in particular for marsh creation projects in the Draft Restoration 

Plan that rely on shared borrow sites. 

 

Project-Specific Comments 

 

We support the restoration of the two bird nesting islands, Queen Bess Island and Rabbit Island. These islands historically 

and currently support significant populations of several species that experienced injury during the spill, including multiple 

species of state and national conservation concern. 

Queen Bess Island supported about 16% of the state's population of brown pelicans between 2010 and 2013, yet only a small 

proportion of the island is currently suitable habitat. As such, and given that rock containment already exists (to reduce cost 

and increase efficiency), we feel the restoration of this island has great potential to boost populations of not only brown 

pelicans, but also several species of colonial wading birds, terns, and skimmers. 

 

Similarly, Rabbit Island is currently Louisiana's largest nesting rookery for the rare reddish egret and serves as an important 

waterbird and seabird nesting colony in a region otherwise mostly devoid of available nesting sites for these species. It also 

likely connects (genetically and demographically) nationally important waterbird populations between the Texas coast and 

southeastern Louisiana, and thus is important for stabilizing bird population in the broader region. 

 

On both islands, we would encourage ensuring a variety of microhabitats are explicitly designed, particularly to benefit 

ground-nesting seabirds whose regional populations are under greater pressure than that of brown pelicans. Finally, to ensure 

the maximum value of these islands as these projects moves toward construction, we would encourage funding be budgeted 

to periodically control and manage non-native nest predators when necessary. 

 

For the proposed shoreline protection project in Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, we recommend adding 

further clarification regarding how the project addresses the goals of Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands. We 

suggest adding information about how this restoration approach will work in conjunction with other restoration actions, as 

part of "an integrated portfolio of restoration approaches across a variety of habitats." Lastly, while we recognize cost 

estimates to implement and construct projects may change as the engineering and design process progresses, we recommend 

providing additional information on how the current estimated project cost of $41,423,600, was derived and what this equals 

in terms of cost per linear foot of shoreline protection constructed. 

We trust there are benefits to this project, but without this information, it is difficult to evaluate 

 

 

whether this project - if constructed with NRDA funds - provides enough benefit to be worth nearly all of the money 

designated for Federally Managed Lands in Louisiana. 

 

Coordination and Transparency 

 

We applaud the Trustees in their increased coordination with other restoration programs and agencies, such as NRCS and 

EPA. We encourage the Trustees to continue to coordinate with the other restoration programs including CWPPRA and 

NFWF Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund. It is important the TIG's restoration plans clearly describe how funding from 

different sources has been leveraged to develop and implement large-scale projects, as well as how projects across funding 

streams may interact to provide increased benefits, so the public can see how program coordination and restoration planning 

are being realized. 

 

As noted in our comment letter dated November 14, 2016, we believe it is important to continue best practices in engaging 

the public in any and all restoration plans before they are finalized. Providing a public forum not only provides the 

opportunity for those interested to make public statements, but it also provides an opportunity to educate the public on the 

latest efforts to restore and protect Louisiana's coast. We applaud the Louisiana TIG for providing this opportunity at the 

Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority meeting on November 30, 2016. 
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Finally, for readability, we encourage the Trustees to consider the use of tables to explain project benefits and to reduce 

redundancy in the plan. Including a short executive summary would also make the plan more accessible to a wider audience. 

 

In summary, we thank you again for the opportunity to comment, and applaud Louisiana for continuously being a leader 

along the Gulf Coast in developing science-based, publicly-informed restoration plans. We look forward to continuing to 

work with you and offer our assistance to further develop this draft plan and other future plans. 

 

 

Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana • Environmental Defense Fund • 

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation • Louisiana Wildlife Federation • National Audubon Society • National Wildlife 

Federation • Restore or Retreat • The Nature Conservancy 



Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   46   of   74  

PEPC Project ID: 67916, DocumentID: 75718 

Correspondence: 40 

Author Information 

Keep Private: No 

Name: Christian G. Spies 

Organization: 
 

Organization Type: I - Unaffiliated Individual  

Address: P.O. Box 171 

Pequabuck, CT 06781 

USA  

E-mail: 
 

Correspondence Information  

Status: Reviewed  Park Correspondence Log:  

Date Sent: 11/10/2016  Date Received: 11/15/2016  

Number of Signatures: 1  Form Letter: No  

Contains Request(s): No  Type: Letter  

Notes:  

Correspondence Text  

CG Spies 

PO Box 171 

Pequabuck CT 06781 

10 November 2016 

 

Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 

P.O. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge LA 70804 

 

Please send me a copy (preferably paper, not CD) of "Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1: 

Restoration of Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats; Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands; and Birds". 

 

Thank you, 

CG Spies  
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Michael S. Yenni 

Parish President 

 

 

JEFFERSON PARISH 

Office of the President 

 

 

November 18, 2016 

 

 

Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group c/o U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Post Office Box 49567 Atlanta, GA 30345 

 

RE: Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1 Restoration of Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore 

Habitats; Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands; and Birds, October 2016 (Draft RP) 

 

Dear Trustees: 

 

Jefferson Parish has reviewed the subject Draft Restoration Plan #1 (RP #1), and fully supports the Louisiana Trustee 

Implementation Group's (Louisiana TIG) decision to prioritize restoration of wetland, coastal, and nearshore habitats in the 

first Draft RP. Louisiana is facing a land loss crisis of national significance which was further exasperated by the Deep Water 

Horizon (DWH) oil spill. If swift action is not taken to reverse this land loss, and at a minimum, restore Louisiana wetlands 

to the baseline conditions that existed prior to the spill, it may well be too late. 
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Jefferson Parish is primarily located within the Barataria Basin, which has one of the highest rates of land loss in the world. 

The Barataria Basin Ridge and Marsh Creation, Shoreline Protection at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve 

and Queen Bess Island projects will provide critical near-term restoration of the fragile wetlands between upper Jefferson and 

the Gulf of Mexico. The Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion (MBSD) will help to sustain these areas for the long-term, 

restoring critical wetland habitat and the buffer that these wetlands once provided to help protect Jefferson from storm surge. 

Jefferson Parish also supports the New Orleans East Land Bridge project in the Pontchartrain Basin. Restoration of this 

critical landform will reduce storm surge entering Lake Pontchartrain and thus help to protect upper Jefferson, east of the 

Mississippi River. 

 

Additional, project specific comments are provided below.  

 

Barataria Basin Ridge and Marsh Creation 

The Spanish Pass Increment selected for Draft RP # 1 will restore ridge function that is important to the basin, especially on 

the eastern side in an area where there are no barrier islands to slow storm surge. The other four increments, Bayou Dupont 

IV, V and VI Increments and the 

 

Wilkinson Canal Increment, identified are all located on the Barataria Basin Landbridge, a critical landform that serves an 

important ecological function for the basin. Phase 1 of Louisiana Master Plan project BA-0043-EB, Long Distance 

Mississippi River Sediment Pipeline (LDMRSP), was recently completed and provides an economical conduit from which to 

construct these marsh creation increments using river sediments. Inclusion of one or all of these increments should be given 

serious consideration for future plans. 

 

The LDMRSP, a project in the Louisiana Coastal Master Plan, was developed as a regional project to design and construct an 

efficient sediment delivery pipeline system from a renewable resource in the Mississippi River to strategic locations across 

the Barataria Basin Landbridge in Plaquemines, Jefferson and Lafourche parishes. State Coastal Impact Assistance Program 

(CIAP) funds were dedicated to the project, and all three parishes contributed approximately one million dollars each of local 

CIAP funds to move the project to construction. However, due to funding limitations, the project was phased. LDMRSP, 

Phase 1, from the Mississippi River to Barataria Bay Waterway (BBWW), was completed by Louisiana Coastal Protection 

and Restoration Authority (CPRA) in 2015, sediments were pumped from the river to create marsh in the vicinity of Bayou 

Dupont and new growth is already thriving there. But, the project's full benefits will not be realized until the entire project is 

completed. LDMRSP, Phase 2, from the BBWW to north of Little Lake in Lafourche parish, has yet to be constructed. 

 

Both Jefferson and Lafourche parishes have dedicated funding to the LDMRSP, Phase 2, and are committed to getting the 

project "shovel ready". Jefferson Parish has obligated approximately 

$5 million of its BP economic settlement money to be used for engineering and permitting of LDMRSP, Phase 2. The parish 

currently has a permit application ready to submit and preliminary design drawings are nearing completion. Lafourche Parish 

allocated approximately 

$0.5 million of its RESTORE Act Direct Component funds toward the LDMRSP, Phase 2. Therefore, we urge the Louisiana 

TIG to consider adding Phase 2 of the LDMRSP as an increment under this project, along with marsh creation increments 

west of Barataria Waterway so that the full regional benefits of the project can be realized. 

 

Shoreline Protection at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve 

While we are very pleased at the inclusion of the Shoreline Protection at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve 

project, we are disappointed that the entire Bayou Villars Shoreline Stabilization (project ID#ll 167) was not included in the 

plan. However, we do understand the rational of prioritizing the portion of the project located on federally managed lands, 

and urge the Louisiana TIG to consider project ID#l 1167 in a future restoration plan. If both sides of the lake shoreline at 

Bayou Villars are not protected, the pass will continue to widen. A similar project, South Lake Salvador Shoreline Protection 

(002.SP.107) is being evaluated for the 2017 Louisiana State Master Plan. 

 

Queen Bess Island 

Queen Bess Island provides valuable bird habitat and nesting grounds. Jefferson Parish has worked to restore this island since 
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the inception of the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection of Restoration Act (CWPPRA) in 1990. Queen Bess, and 

numerous other barrier island habitats in the lower Barataria Basin, were severely impacted by the DWH oil spill and we are 

very pleased to see restoration of this important parish resource restored. 

In closing, we want to thank the Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group for the opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Restoration Plan # 1. We applaud work done thus far, and support the preferred projects proposed for Plan #1. As more funds 

and resources become available, we look forward to the potential inclusion in future plans, of completion of BA-0043-EB, 

Long Distance Mississippi River Sediment Pipeline (LDMRSP) project as well as those projects considered, but not proposed 

as preferred restoration alternatives in this Draft RP. 

 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL S. YENNI 

President 

 

cc: Liz Williams, Louisiana CPRA 
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11/18/2016 

 

 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority  

ATTN: Liz Williams 

P.O. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 

 

Dear Louisiana NRDA Trustee Implementation Group: 

 

Although six years have passed since the Gulf oil disaster, I was heartened to see the release of the first draft of the 

restoration plan for Louisiana, The future of the Louisiana coast is important not only to me, but more importantly the 

wildlife and birds who call it home as well as those who make a living here. Thank you for allowing the public to see and 

make comments on the draft plan. 

 

Even though it is in the planning stages, before implementation can take place funding has to be assured for the long-term 

sustainability of this restoration project. The Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion mentioned is of particular interest, and I 

support this project for future NRDA funding especially considering more than one sediment diversion will likely be 

necessary for the overall long-term success of the program. I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will ensure it has the 

necessary funding on hand for when the project is actually ready to be implemented. Please continue to keep us advised of 

how the plan evolves including steps on how the Trustee Implementation Group plans and budgets for this project and any 

future addendums to it. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Pat Thornton 
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OFFICE OF THE PARISH PRESIDENT 

TERREBONNE PARI SH CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT 

P.O. Box 6097 HOUMA, LOUISIANA 7036I- 6097 

(985) 873-6401 

FAX : (985)873-6409 

E-MAIL: gdove@tpcg.org 

 

November 17, 2016 

 

Louisiana Coastal Protection & Restoration Authority  

ATTN: Ms. Liz Williams 

P. 0. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 

RE: Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group-Draft Restoration Plan #1 

 

Dear Ms. Williams: 

 

Terrebonne Parish is very pleased to have this opportunity to comment on the referenced draft. After review of this 

document, we are very happy to read that the Bayou Terrebonne Ridge and Restoration Project has been included in the plan 

as a preferred restoration alternative. We believe that virtually any restoration project in eastern Terrebonne Parish should be 

given the highest priority as this is the area of our greatest vulnerability from storm surge. 

 

Although we are aware of the funding constraints and other considerations under which this plan was developed,we must 

point out that two important barrier island projects, namely, Wine Island and Raccoon Island,that did not make the initial cut 
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as preferred restoration alternatives in this draft plan should not have been scored as "neutral" in terms of the effect the 

restoration of these islands would have on public health and safety. We would counter that the restoration of these islands are 

most beneficial in terms of the natural protection they would provide against storm surge and the flooding that usually 

accompanies such an event, not to mention the benefit to avian species in the form of nesting habitat. In our opinion, the 

restoration of Wine and Raccoon Islands would provide the same level of benefit to public health and safety as the Bayou 

Terrebonne Ridge and Marsh Restoration project that was included in this draft. 

 

Our hope is that these two vital barrier island projects could be included in this plan. If this is not possible at this time, we 

hope that they will attain preferred restoration alternative status and given a very high priority for funding in the next plan. 

Please note that our barrier island chain is our first line of defense against severe storms. 

 

Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Gordon E. Dove 

Terrebonne Parish President 
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Comments on Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1: Restoration of Wetlands, Coastal, and 

Nearshore Habitats; Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands; and Birds 

 

The Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1 focuses on implementation of large-scale marsh 

creation projects that will provide the most immediate benefit to Louisiana coastal habitats. One such project that is not 

included for current or future consideration is Point Au Fer Island which is located south and slightly east of the mouth of the 

Atchafalaya River, and approximately 30 miles south of Morgan City, in Terrebonne Parish. Point Au Fer provides habitat 

for a diverse ecosystem with numerous fish and wildlife species, including red and black drum, spotted sea trout, menhaden, 

flounder, oyster, shrimp, blue crab, wading birds, shore birds, seabirds, mammals and alligators. Point Au Fer Island is 

designated by Audubon as an Important Bird Area. Bird species that are in steep decline such as the common nighthawk have 

been observed on the island as well as migratory and threatened species such as Wilsons plovers, least terns, and American 

oystercatchers.  

 

May 15, 2010 Point Au Fer and the surrounding area was included in Recreational and Commercial Fishing Activities 

closures announced by LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Secretary due to confirmed reports of oil in the area which 

interrupted daily activities. Current issues the island is experiencing are Subsidence, Sea Level Rise, Wetland Degradation 

and Loss, Saltwater Intrusion, and Lack of Freshwater, Nutrients and Sediment. As more funds and resources become 

available and potential projects are revisited, we suggest that Point Au Fer be considered as a restoration alternative in order 

to prevent direct connections from forming between the Gulf of Mexico and Interior water bodies.  

 

The TIG Draft Plan states that with regard to potential marsh creation projects, it also makes practical sense to spread initial 

restoration efforts among several basins, rather than focus on one basin at a time, because sediment availability within each of 

those basins may not allow simultaneous implementation of multiple projects in a single basin. The plan also mentions the 

State of Louisianas preference to utilize Mississippi River sediment sources as a renewable resource. There is another 

renewable sediment resource available -the Atchafalaya River. The Atchafalaya River carries the same sediments as the 
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Mississippi River. The Atchafalaya River receives 30% o the flow of the Mississippi River, along with its sediments, through 

the Old River Control Structure.  

 

The Atchafalaya River is one of Americas greatest natural resources. The Corps of Engineers has documented 8,986 acres 

created along the Atchafalaya River and Atchafalaya Bay from 1976-2015 through the beneficial use of dredge material. 

Islands are created with nutrient rich sediment where vegetation grows naturally and birds and wildlife claim the area as their 

habitats almost immediately. 

 

The Atchafalaya and Wax Lake Deltas are a part of a 137,695-acre area known as the Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife 

Management Area. The two deltas were formed from the accretion of sediments from the Atchafalaya River and from the 

deposition of dredge material by the Corps of Engineers. Activities in the Delta include hunting, fur trapping, commercial 

and recreational fishing, alligator harvesting and birdwatching.  

 

Wetlands creation, like we are seeing on the Atchafalaya River on a very large scale, trap carbon, support large strands of 

wetlands vegetation, provide large areas of coastal and estuarine habitats for fisheries and organisms, improve water quality 

and increase climate change resilience. 

Restoration of Point Au Fer using Atchafalaya River sediment can reduce or reverse subsidence and the trend of wetlands 

deterioration, reduce loss of acreage, reduce future loss of critical interior wetland habitat acreage, provide suitable habitat for 

terrestrial and aquatic species, and provide and enhance recreational opportunities. 

 

These restoration activities would produce benefits that have a nexus to natural resource injuries and services losses resulting 

from the spill. Therefore, we formally request that Restoration of Point Au Fer using Atchafalaya River sediment be included 

as a preferred restoration alternative in your draft plan. 
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The Nature  

Conservancy 

Louisiana 

 

 

 

 

December 8, 2016 

 

 

 

 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 

P.O. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

P.O. Box 49567 Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

 

RE: Comments on Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1 Dear Members of the Louisiana 

Trustee Implementation Group: 

The Nature Conservancy, Louisiana (TNC LA), appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Louisiana Trustee 

Implementation Group (TIG) Draft Restoration Plan #1. We commend Louisiana for its leadership in science-based 

restoration planning, and the public's role in shaping those plans. We also commend the state for proposing projects 

consistent with the state Coastal Master Plan, and for the commitment to continue doing so in the future. 
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TNC LA, along with our NGO partners in coastal restoration, submitted comments (attached) on the draft restoration plan. 

Those comments addressed the decision-making process as well as specific projects. We would like to offer additional 

comments on specific restoration types included in this plan and for projects to be considered in future plans. 

 

Birds 

 

The Nature Conservancy has substantial science and experience in protecting bird habitat in the Gulf ecosystem. Based on 

that knowledge, we propose that NRDA funds allocated to birds be invested in three kinds of activities: 

 

• Protection, Establishment, and Restoration of Bird Nesting Islands and Colonies 

• Protection and Management of Coastal/Floodplain Forests for Wading Bird Rookeries and Neotropical Migrants 

• Protection and Management of Neotropical Migratory Bird Stopover Habitat 

 

We commend the state's inclusion of the Queen Bess and Rabbit Island projects, both of which are included in our more 

detailed recommendations for birds across the Gulf of Mexico, which can found in the attached paper (Proposals for 

Investment of Natural Resource Damage Assessment Funds from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill for Bird Habitat 

Conservation and Restoration). 

 

Specific recommendations for projects in Louisiana include: 

 

• Rabbit Island, Louisiana .This island is situated in the southwest corner of Calcasieu Lake. It is a largely vegetated, roughly 

220-acre island that has served as an important Brown Pelican nesting area for years. The island has a very low profile and is 

being lost in places to wave energy and increasing sea level. The long-term viability of the island could be bolstered by 

introducing new sediment to areas that are being lost, and protecting its perimeter by encouraging the growth of oysters 

which are found in the area . In addition to Brown Pelicans, Royal Terns nest on this island, and it is heavily used by Great 

Egrets, Snowy Egrets and other terns and waders. 

 

• Queen Bess Island, Louisiana. This island is situated in Barataria Bay, an area heavily impacted by the spill just north of 

Grand Isle . The island supports hundreds of nesting pairs of Brown Pelicans every year, and, like many landforms in the 

area, is eroding. The island should be bolstered by the addition of sediment from nearby dredge projects coupled with a living 

shoreline of oysters that protects the island without impinging on nesting, foraging and loafing birds. 

 

• Wax Lake Delta, Louisiana. The Wax Lake Delta is one of two outlets of the Atchafalaya River Basin to the Gulf of 

Mexico, and represents the only site along the Louisiana coast that where land is building. Newly created landforms and 

existing coastal swamp provide both forage and nesting sites for pelicans, waders, terns and gulls. This area is encompassed 

by the Atchafalaya Wildlife Management Area, and would benefit from restoration efforts in the Atchafalaya River Basin. 

 

In addition, we recommend where possible, ridge creation projects include a specific ridge vegetation component using 

native tree and shrub species to recreate neotropical migratory bird habitat on those features . Finally, protection, 

enhancement and restoration of Chenier habitats in southwest Louisiana should be a high priority as well. 

 

Sturgeon 

The Nature Conservancy has long been interested in the fate of the Gulf sturgeon and, more broadly, in restoration of 

anadromous fishes and their habitats in the rivers of the Gulf of Mexico. Research suggests that, historically, anadromous 

fishes played a much more significant role in the function and health of the Gulf ecosystem than at present, and restoration of 

spawning runs will likely benefit ecosystem function of freshwater and marine systems in the entire northern Gulf. As a result 

of that research, we recommend funding a number of projects throughout the Gulf. More information is found in the attached 

paper on recommended sturgeon investments (Proposals for Investment of Natural Resource Damage Assessment Funds 

from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill for Sturgeon Habitat Conservation and Restoration). 
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Among the projects we recommend is one on the Pearl River in Louisiana and Mississippi. The Pools Bluff and Bogue Chitto 

sills in the Pearl River substantially reduce sturgeon access to upriver habitats and are believed to limit its population in the 

system. We strongly advocate removing these barriers to allow sturgeon spawning access to much of the Pearl River 

watershed. It is our understanding that these dams no longer provide a navigation function and that there are provisions for 

de-authorization in the Water Resources Development Act currently being considered by Congress. According to the Gulf 

Sturgeon Recovery Plan, removal could substantially help sturgeon recovery and could benefit other anadromous species 

within this designated critical habitat. 

 

We recognize that the amount of funding allocated to sturgeon recovery may need to be combined with other funding to 

accomplish project objectives. 

 

Additionally, TNC is developing a paper addressing the restoration and recovery of oyster resources throughout the Gulf. 

That document will be shared with TIG members upon completion, which is anticipated to be in early 2017. 

 

Once again, we appreciate the state's leadership in restoring our coast and thank you for the opportunity to submit these 

comments. Please contact our office if we can provide additional information or assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith Ouchley, Louisiana State Director 

 

Attachments 

 

 

 

Proposals for Investment of Natural Resource Damage Assessment Funds from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill for Bird 

Habitat Conservation and Restoration 

 

The Nature Conservancy, October, 2016 Introduction 

As a result of the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) Oil Spill in 2010, federal and state natural resource trustees completed a 

Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan (PDARP) that spells out the damage to species and habitats in the 

Gulf and makes specific recommendations on priorities for restoration of that damage. Various species of birds were killed or 

harmed by the spill such that over a 

15 year period, $70,400,000 has been allocated Gulf-wide for restoring bird populations, $70,000,000 for open ocean birds, 

and a total of $263,500,000 to the five Gulf states with $148,500,000 of that going to Louisiana. 

 

This document provides recommendations from The Nature Conservancy to the various Trustee Implementation Groups on 

the allocation of Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) funds for bird habitat restoration in the Gulf of Mexico. We 

include general recommendations that apply to the selection of types of projects and specific recommendations for projects 

that The Nature Conservancy would like to undertake on behalf of the trustees. It should be clear, however, that while we 

propose implementing some projects, we fully understand, that other entities are also well-qualified to do so, and our ultimate 

objective is that sound projects be completed that restore birds and their habitats in the Gulf region. 

 

The Nature Conservancy has substantial science and experience in protecting bird habitat in the Gulf ecosystem. Based on 

that knowledge, we propose that NRDA funds allocated to birds be invested in three kinds of activities: 

 

• Protection, Establishment, and Restoration of Bird Nesting Islands and Colonies 

• Protection and Management of Coastal/Floodplain Forests for Wading Bird Rookeries and Neotropical Migrants 

• Protection and Management of Neotropical Migratory Bird Stopover Habitat 

 

This paper discusses these categories of action and makes specific recommendations for investment of NRDA funds in 
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projects to restore and sustain bird populations of the species affected by the oil spill and other bird species important to the 

Gulf ecosystem. 

 

Protection, Establishment, and Restoration of Bird Nesting Islands and Colonies 

 

Background 

 

Colonial nesting waterbirds were the group of birds most affected by the DWH oil spill due to their biology, aggregatory 

behavior, nesting locations, and the timing of the spill. As stated in Chapter 4 of the PDARP, "During the breeding season, a 

substantial proportion of birds in the northern Gulf of Mexico occur in coastal island waterbird colonies" (section 4.7.1,page 

4-463), a fact which contributed to the high incidence of these species placed upon the affected species list. Of the ten species 

of birds estimated to have suffered the greatest quantified bird injury from the spill, seven are colonial breeding waterbirds in 

the northern Gulf of Mexico (Laughing Gull, Brown Pelican, Royal Tern, Black Skimmer, White Ibis, Least Tern, Sandwich 

Tern); this group accounts for approximately 87% of the total cumulative estimated loss of individuals and lost reproduction. 

Many more species of colonial nesting waterbirds appear on the list, including Double-crested Cormorant, Cattle Egret, Great 

Blue Heron, Caspian Tern, Forster's Tern, Common Tern, Roseate Spoonbill, Tricolored Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, 

Black-crowned Night-Heron, Little Blue Heron, Gull-billed Tern, and Reddish Egret. In fact, harm to these birds was 

considered so significant in the PDARP that this group deserved an entire separate "habitat" category: Island Waterbird 

Colonies (Table 4.7-1,page 4-466). 

 

Project Proposals 

We propose a series of projects across the northern Gulf of Mexico coast, in collaboration with agency and other partners, to 

recreate or improve lost habitat for these birds to make up for the injury caused to these species. The combination of 

protection, establishing, and/or restoring bird nesting islands would meet all of the three restoration goals for birds as 

specified in the PDARP (section 5.5.12), specifically including: 

 

• Restoring lost individuals by facilitating additional production of injured bird species; 

• Restoring or protecting habitats on which injured birds rely; and 

• Restoring injured species at sites providing the greatest benefits across the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

We call for a comprehensive program that builds upon work done in Early Restoration and by other entities in the northern 

Gulf of Mexico to protect (ensure appropriate conservation ownership), establish (create new islands where they may have 

existed previously or in feasible areas), and restore (ensure continued management of islands so that they meet the long-term 

habitat needs of the diversity of injured species that would use them) nesting areas used by the injured species. Examples of 

activities that will be accomplished are provided by the following two Early Restoration projects: 

 

• Louisiana Outer Coast Restoration (Phase Ill): This project restored beach, dune, and back barrier marsh habitats at four 

barrier island locations in Louisiana (Caillou Lake Headlands, Chenier Ronquille, Shell Island, and North Breton Island). 

• Texas Rookery Islands (Phase IV): This project restored and protected three rookery islands in Galveston Bay and one 

rookery island in East Matagorda Bay using coastal engineering techniques (increasing the size of the island, enhancing the 

quality of habitat through the establishment of native vegetation, and increasing the longevity of the habitat through the 

construction of protective features, such as breakwaters or armoring).The goal was to increase nesting of colonial waterbirds, 

including Brown Pelican, Laughing Gull, Royal and Sandwich terns, Great Blue Heron, Roseate Spoonbill, Reddish, Great, 

and Snowy egrets, Tricolored Heron, and Black-crowned Night-Heron. Islands were located in Galveston Bay, Dickinson 

Bay, East Matagorda Bay, and west of the Smith Point Peninsula. 

 

Our project would implement Bird Restoration Approach D.6.1,Restore and Conserve Bird Nesting and Foraging Habitat, 

with specific techniques to be used based on the exact needs of each site. The project would begin with a compilation of 

existing and known bird nesting island sites along the entire five-state northern Gulf of Mexico coast project area, including a 

series of consultations with state, federal, NGO, and academic bird biologists in each state. Feasibility of each project should 

be assessed by considering the following: existence of an already permitted or evaluated project; availability of materials, 
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resources, and manpower to do the work; lack of conflict with other resource uses; and potential to provide co-benefits with 

restoration for other damaged resources (e.g. coastal habitats, oysters, submerged aquatic vegetation). Sites to be evaluated 

would include both nearshore areas that are completely in or surrounded by water as well as headlands, spits, overwash 

passes, and barrier island coastal areas that provide suitable existing or potential habitat for nesting colonies. 

 

Specific activities that would be implemented at each site would include one or more of the following, depending on existing 

site ownership, stability, and environmental conditions. Activities would include: 

 

• Protection: the acquisition of the physical site through fee simple acquisition, conservation easement (servitude in 

Louisiana), or lease, ideally in perpetuity. This will be an essential pre requisite for many sites, as it removes the threat of 

development and can often facilitate conservation management. 

• Establishment: the establishment of bird nesting islands de nova will without a doubt provide the additional habitat that will 

restore lost individuals. This may be accomplished by adding fill from an appropriate site to shallow water or highly eroding 

island sites, but will have to be accompanied by oyster reef restoration or other measures for erosion protection. 

• Restoration: on existing islands, this could include various kinds of vegetation manipulation, possibly total removal, to 

create the habitat structure needed by specific species. The habitat needs may range from complete ly open sand (most terns, 

Black Skimmer) to slightly vegetated (Brown Pelican, gulls, some terns), to covered with woody vegetation (egrets, herons, 

Roseate Spoonbill). Specific kinds of restoration will be determined by existing conditions at the site, cost per acre of 

restoration, and proximity of islands of similar or different habitat types in order to generate habitat and species diversity. 

• Predator control may be necessary on degraded islands to maximize reproduction potential. 

• On-site outreach and education could be a component of the strategy whereby human disturbance can be minimized during 

the nesting season to allow for higher nest success and lower chick mortality. 

• Monitoring: we suggest the establishment and ongoing operation of site-specific and coast/region-wide monitoring 

programs for all colonial nesting waterbirds that benefit from the DWH NRDA funds. Site-specific monitoring would consist 

of bi- or tri-annual visits to each sites to census number of nesting individuals of all species and maintenance of desired 

habitat conditions (% cover of open sand, low vegetation, woody vegetation); it is possible that some censuses could be 

conducted remotely by drone, although both human visits and drones are known to cause disturbance, increased predation, 

and abandonment by nesting colonial birds. We also recommend that state and federal agency staff, using a portion of the 

monitoring and adaptive management funds available, implement a coast-wide standardized aerial survey to locate and count 

colonial nesting waterbirds in each of the five states. 

 

Some of the areas of focus for conservation efforts should include: 

 

• San Antonio Bay Rookery Island Restoration Project, Texas. The goal of this project is to re establish a colonial waterbird 

rookery island in San Antonio Bay. The project's purpose is to replace lost historical island nesting habitat that would provide 

for the most diverse number of bird nesting species possible. Currently this portion of the Texas coast does not include any 

significantly large and productive rookery islands despite having ample foraging areas utilized by nesting birds. Various 

surveys and reports summarizing the status and trends of rookery islands on the Texas coast have well documented and 

repeatedly pointed to a clear need to re-establish a relatively large productive rookery island in the San Antonio Bay 

ecosystem. More important, project partners reached consensus that the establishment of a productive rookery island would 

contribute to long-term resiliency of migratory bird species on the Gulf Coast. In addition to the obvious benefits to birds, it 

is anticipated that a completed project will provide educational and eco-tourism opportunities for the local community of 

Seadrift and its surrounding coastal and regional counties, thus contributing to the local tourism economy . Starting in early 

2013, the Conservancy facilitated two multi-partner workshops to begin the process of conceptualizing a successful project, 

reviewing potential project siting and establishing biological criteria for siting success, and building consensus . In 2014,TNC 

initiated feasibility, planning, design, and permitting phases for the project by contracting with a coastal engineering firm for 

these services. By December of 2015, the coastal engineering contractor had completed all reconnaissance and field 

investigations necessary to begin alternatives analysis, preliminary design, and permit review. The aforementioned products 

are anticipated to be completed soon. In addition, due diligence discussions with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's 

regulatory staff have also been completed and recommendations incorporated into future planning and design phases. In order 

to provide long-term sustainability, project design will incorporate substrate materials and placement intended to provide 
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cultch for the establishment of oysters. 

 

• Shamrock Island Restoration Phase II, Corpus Christi Bay, Texas. Shamrock Island is a 150-acre island that is a critically 

important colonial nesting waterfowl site in Corpus Christi Bay. Since its formation Shamrock, has become one of the most 

important rookery islands in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico, averaging 15,000 pairs of nesting birds per year. Up to 21 bird 

species, including the state threatened Reddish Egret and White-faced Ibis and declining American Oystercatcher nest on the 

island. It includes high quality beach nesting habitat used by Gull-billed, Sandwich, Caspian, and Royal Terns, American 

Oystercatcher and Black Skimmer. On the brushy ridges, nesting species include the Brown Pelican, Great Blue Heron, Little 

Blue heron, Tricolored Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Snowy Egret, Reddish Egret, White 

Ibis, White-faced Ibis, and Roseate Spoonbill. Shamrock' mudflats are ideal wintering habitat for the federally threatened 

Piping plover as well as other shorebirds. 

The island's many interior wetlands and lagoons are utilized by migratory waterfowl. All of these species will benefit by 

having this island better protected from erosion. The island is being reduced in size and function by shoreline erosion from 

damaging waves, further exacerbated by the loss of habitat-building sand sources. In the winter, powerful north winds sweep 

across the bay, creating waves that impact the island's west side, raking sand from its beaches, uprooting seagrass, and 

breaching uplands that shelter lagoons and wetlands. To address this threat, a team of multi-agency restoration experts 

designed a plan to protect the west side. This project will install 900 feet of breakwater, fill two breaches into the interior 

lagoons, and install a feeder mound to help restore the southern breach. This will compliment on-going and adjacent 

restoration work, all of which are aimed at protecting the island's eroding shorelines and providing enhanced habitat for 

nesting birds and marine-dependent species. This project will directly protect 2,045 feet of prime beach nesting habitat and 

repair two breaches into the interior lagoons which will protect approximately 52 acres of upland nesting habitat, 37 acres of 

saltmarsh, and 65 acres of seagrass. 

• Green Island, Lower Laguna Madre, Texas. Green Island is a 35 acre thickly wooded site in the lower Laguna Madre just 

east of the mouth of the Arroyo Colorado. In 1921,there were 

estimated to be 4,000 Reddish Egrets nesting on the remote site. The island continues to host the world's largest colony of 

reddish egrets, although 86 years later the colony has dwindled to approximately 800 adult birds and is currently threatened 

by erosion. Other heron species known to occur at this site include Great Blue, Little Blue, and Tricolored herons, Great and 

Snowy egrets, Black-crowned and Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, White Ibis, and Roseate Spoonbill. Restoration activities to 

be implemented at Green Island include engineering design, permitting, and similar restoration work to that used in San 

Antonio Bay and at Shamrock Island. 

• Rabbit Island, Louisiana. This island is situated in the southwest corner of Calcasieu Lake. It is a largely vegetated, roughly 

220-acre island that has served as an important Brown Pelican nesting area for years. The island has a very low profile and is 

being lost in places to wave energy and increasing sea level. The long-term viability of the island could be bolstered by 

introducing new sediment to areas that are being lost, and protecting its perimeter by encouraging the growth of oysters 

which are found in the area. In addition to Brown Pelicans, Royal Terns nest on this island, and it is heavily used by Great 

Egrets, Snowy Egrets and other terns and waders. 

• Queen Bess Island, Louisiana. This island is situated in Barataria Bay, an area heavily impacted by the spill just north of 

Grand Isle. The island supports hundreds of nesting pairs of Brown Pelicans every year, and, like many landforms in the area, 

is eroding. The island should be bolstered by the addition of sediment from nearby dredge projects coupled with a living 

shoreline of oysters that protects the island without impinging on nesting, foraging and loafing birds. 

• Wax Lake Delta, Louisiana. The Wax Lake Delta is one of two outlets of the Atchafalaya River Basin to the Gulf of 

Mexico, and represents the only site along the Louisiana coast that where land is building. Newly created landforms and 

existing coastal swamp provide both forage and nesting sites for pelicans, waders, terns and gulls. This area is encompassed 

by the Atchafalaya Wildlife Management Area . 

• Horn and Deer Islands, Gulf Islands National Seashore, Mississippi have been monitored for nesting birds for more than 10 

years by the National Park Service and, in the case of Deer Island, by Mississippi Department of Marine Resources. This 

monitoring should be continued with the objective of increasing management and protection if it appears to be required to 

sustain bird rookeries. 

• Henderson and Cat Islands, Alabama . These are rookery islands that require protection and restoration. 

• Grand Batture Islands, Alabama/Mississippi. Former islands, now washed away, that could be sites for nesting island 

establishment. 
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Protection and Management of Coastal/Floodplain Forests for Wading Bird Rookeries and Neotropical Migrants 

 

Background 

 

Most of the wading bird species affected by the DWH oil spill that are not dependent on coastal islands for nesting are 

critically dependent on coastal and floodplain forests for various parts of their life cycle, particularly breeding. For example, 

numerous nesting colonies of the following affected wading bird species are documented from the Atchafalaya River Basin 

(Piazza 2014}, a 1million acre floodplain forest system very close to the northern Gulf of Mexico coast: White Ibis, Great 

Blue Heron, Great Egret, 

Roseate Spoonbill, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricolored Heron, Cattle Egret, and Black-crowned and Yellow-crowned 

Night-Heron. The Atchafalaya and similar floodplain forest systems connected to the coast (e.g., Columbia Bottomlands, 

Lower Pearl River Basin, Lower Pascagoula River Basin, Mobile Tensaw Delta} provide the necessary habitat for essentially 

all affected wading bird species to reproduce and maintain and improve body condition. Furthermore, the general north-south 

orientation of these habitats and their rivers provides a natural corridor and connection for these birds as they engage in their 

daily, seasonal, and annual movements between these more inland areas and adjacent coastal habitats. 

 

We propose extensive efforts, building off ongoing work by the Conservancy and its partners in all these major floodplain 

forest systems, to protect and restore forested floodplain habitat to ensure the long term protection of wading bird nesting 

sites and to ensure the maintenance and improvement of the floodplain ecosystems which provide the food upon which these 

species rely (e.g., fish, crawfish, shrimp}. These activities will meet the PDARP's bird restoration goals of facilitating 

additional reproduction and reduced mortality of injured bird species, restoring and protecting habitats on which these species 

rely, and directing conservation actions to those places that provide the greatest benefits within the northern Gulf of Mexico 

coast. 

 

In addition to their importance as habitat for colonial nesting wading birds, as outlined above, these bottomland floodplain 

forests are also essential habitat for neotropical migratory birds. Following the outline discussed earlier, these forested sites 

are critically important "full-service hotel" sites for migrants in spring and fall (Barrow et al. 2005, Mehlman et al. 2005). 

Although overall migrant density may not be as high as the primary coastal stopover sites, their relatively immense size 

means that they harbor many individual birds. Furthermore, these sites are important breeding habitat for many species of 

landbirds, both migrant and resident, although these latter species were not generally affected by the DWH oil spill. 

 

Project Proposals 

 

Although the general locations of these large, bottomland forest complexes are well-known, additional work needs to be done 

to identify specific tracts for conservation action, either protection, restoration, or both. Therefore, we will begin with a tract-

level review of each major bottomland area to identify potential starting points for conversations with landowners; in some 

cases, (e.g.,recent acquisitions by the Conservancy in Louisiana and Texas), tracts are already owned by a conservation-

oriented landowner and the assessment will focus on specific restoration needs. We will also utilize wading bird nesting 

colony location data and existing radar migration studies to help target our efforts at tracts particularly important for the 

wading birds, migratory landbird use, or both. Some of the general areas of focus for our conservation efforts will include: 

 

• Texas, Columbia Bottomlands. The Columbia Bottomlands area provides critically important resting, feeding and shelter 

("stopover") habitat for millions of Nearctic-Neotropical migratory birds that must fly great distances across the Gulf of 

Mexico. As the only large expanse of forest adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico in Texas, the Columbia Bottomlands represents 

the largest and best stopover site along the Texas Gulf Coast. Studies of radar evidence by Clemson University's Dr. Sidney 

Gauthreaux and others show that about 239 million birds spanning 237 species move through the Bottomlands annually. Of 

the historical 700,000-acre bottomland hardwood forest that existed in the early 1900s, biologists estimate that only 

approximately 150,000 acres of bottomland hardwood forest remain; that is, approximately 79% of the original bottomland 

hardwood habitat has been lost. 
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• Louisiana/Mississippi, Lower Pearl River Basin. The Pearl is one of the most intact river systems in the southeast U.S. due 

to it being generally unaltered (minimal levees, canals, and dams). The Pearl River was identified as a conservation priority 

within the Mississippi Embayment in Priority Areas for Freshwater Conservation Action: a biodiversity assessment of the 

southeastern United States {2002). Six federally listed species are found in the Pearl watershed including Gulf Sturgeon, 

inflated heelsplitter mussel, Mississippi gopher frog, gopher tortoise, and ringed map turtle. The state threatened bald eagle 

and Louisiana black bear are also found in the Pearl bottomland corridor. The Pearl River bottomland hardwood forests are 

extensive and mostly unbroken. These swamp forests provide habitat for a myriad of areas or interior-sensitive species such 

as Swallow-tailed Kite, resident and migrant songbirds,and the aforementioned Louisiana black bear. The Pearl River 

bottomlands are also considered one of the most important stopover areas for trans-Gulf migrant songbirds. 

 

• Louisiana,Atchafalaya River Basin. The Atchafalaya River Basin is the largest remaining bottomland hardwood forest in 

the United States. The Atchafalaya River is the second largest source of freshwater inflow to the Gulf of Mexico (behind the 

Mississippi River). Conse rving and restoring the health of this watershed is critical to improving the health of the Gulf and 

for the species that depend on it. The Atchafalaya is home to some of the largest populations of wading and other water birds 

in all of North America. The Basin is a critical corridor for neotropical migrants that move from nearshore fallout sites in 

spring and as pre-migratory foraging habitat prior to fall migration across the Gulf of Mexico. 

• Mississippi, Lower Pascagoula River Basin. The Pascagoula is a largely protected watershed with extended areas of public 

land along the river corridor, but appropriate management of those lands and additions of further connecting links can 

provide additional bird habitat. 

• Alabama, Mobile Tensaw Delta. The Mobile/Tensaw Delta is yet another area of floodplain forest suitable and used 

extensively for wading bird nesting. There continue to be opportunities for acquisition of fee and easement land in this area to 

ensure its long term protection. 

 

Protection and Management of Neotropical Migratory Bird Stopover Habitat 

 

Background 

Of particular relevance to restoration from the DWH oil spill, the northern Gulf of Mexico coast is perhaps the most critically 

important geographic area for bird migration in North America due to the large number of species that use the region, their 

abundance, and the barrier that the Gulf represents, particularly to terrestrial species. The majority of migratory bird species 

in eastern North America pass across or around the Gulf twice a year during their seasonal migrations; for many, it is clear 

that they have evolved migration strategies to take this enormous barrier into account. The extensive use of the northern Gulf 

of Mexico coast by migrating birds was first described in the 1940's (Lowery 1945, 1946), the phenomenon was considered 

mainstream science several decades later (Gauthreaux 1971, Able 1972), and the importance of the area is now routinely 

described in the scientific literature (e.g., Barrow et al. 2000a, 2000b, 2005). The primary discovery of Lowery (1945, 1946) 

was that many terrestrial landbird species fly directly over the Gulf of Mexico during their spring and fall migrations, a 

phenomenon known as trans-Gulf migration. So many individuals of so many species use the trans-Gulf route that, 

particularly in spring, some areas along the northern U.S. coast of the Gulf of Mexico are among the most well-known 

birding sites in the country (e.g., High Island, Texas; Mad Island, Texas, Grand Isle, Louisiana; Johnson's Bayou chenier 

complex, Louisiana; Dauphin Island, Alabama). 

 

Project Proposals 

 

An innovative conservation framework for the conservation of stopover sites of migratory landbirds, which comprise the bulk 

of the individuals and species using the northern Gulf of Mexico coast during migration, was proposed by Mehlman et al. 

(2005). This framework divides stopover sites into three broad classes (fire escapes, convenience stores, and full-service 

hotels) and recommends that sites of all categories be protected across broad regions such as the Gulf of Mexico. We note 

that the PDARP specifically mentions the importance of the northern Gulf of Mexico for hundreds of species using a variety 

of habitats, including "...coastal upland habitats directly adjacent to the Gulf (e.g., coastal plain, cheniers, etc.)" including 

these use of these habitats for migratory stopover purposes (section 4.7.1.1). 

 

Therefore, we recommend that funding allocated for birds in the PDARP be directed at conserving migratory bird stopover 
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sites in the northern Gulf of Mexico due to the enormous importance of these sites for the majority of North America's 

avifauna. We also point out that the entire coastal zone must be considered as a contiguous ecosystem (recognized in the 

PDARP in section 5.5.2 .2) and that these stopover sites, primarily wooded areas (or areas that can be restored to their former 

woody vegetation), are critical to the full ecological function and hydrological conditions of the primary habitats impacted by 

the DWH spill such as marshes, beaches, and nearshore waters. In turn, restored/enhanced beach habitats and foredune 

systems provide protection and coastal resilience for chenier habitats as well as human communities. 

 

Our proposal is to focus efforts and resources on permanent protection through fee simple acquisition or conservation 

easement of selected small acreage but high conservation value tracts that function as "fire escape" stopover sites in the key 

region of the northern Gulf of Mexico coast from eastern Texas to the western Florida panhandle. In most of the geographic 

areas where we propose to work, the important sites are known, in many cases at the specific tract level. Therefore, our work 

for this project concentrates on closing appropriate conservation transactions with these known landowners, building off 

long-term contacts and connections our staff have had with the specific landowners . In some cases, we expect that it will 

take some time to finalize a conservation agreement or transaction, so we urge that this time delay be kept in mind as this 

project is implemented. Some of the areas of focus for our recommended conservation efforts include (but are not limited to): 

 

• Southwest Louisiana cheniers. Cheniers are a forested habitat developed on old dune ridges of varying ages (from 500 to 

1,200 years before present). Since these ridges were the only "high" ground for many miles, many cheniers have been 

destroyed or degraded over the years and turned into houses or cattle pasture, and, more recently, mined for fill material. 

However, recent work by the Conservancy and others has demonstrated that restoration is feasible and we and partners have 

been able to conserve some of these critically important sites. Future work will consist of outreach to landowners to assess 

willingness to enter into a conservation easement or servitude, due diligence and all associated activities with acquiring or 

entering into an easement, and restoration as needed to develop the vegetation used by migratory birds and to control 

invasive, exotic species. 

 

• Grand Isle, Louisiana. Currently the Conservancy manages nearly all the remaining intact oak dominated coastal forest on 

Grand Isle. These coastal forests are essential habitat for migrating songbirds as they offer the first stop for rest and food as 

migrants head north each spring. The area is so flush with neo-tropical migrants that an annual Birdfest (19 years now) has 

developed around the migration and draws thousands of visitors to the island each April. Grand Isle is also strategic as the 

Conservancy is working with partners to plant undeveloped, open areas with tree species that have been lost to previous 

development. 

 

• Dauphin Island, Alabama. Protection and management of coastal and forested habitat on a critically important barrier 

island. Parcels on Dauphin Island contain a variety of habitats in a typical coastal island transition, including beach/dune, salt 

panne, and forests. Dauphin Island provides critical nesting, loafing, stopover, and foraging habitats for a variety of coastal 

birds, shorebirds, neotropical migrants and other species. Dauphin Island was recently named by National Audubon and 

Birdlife International as a Globally Important Bird Area and protection will insure the critically important habitats will be 

protected for future generations. 
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Proposals for Investment of Natural Resource Damage Assessment Funds from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill for Sturgeon 

Habitat Conservation and Restoration 

 

The Nature Conservancy, October, 2016 Introduction According to the Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration 

Plan (PDARP) for the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill (DWH spill), "Gulf sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi) is a fish that 

inhabits coastal waters and rivers in the northern Gulf of Mexico from Lake Pontchartrain in Louisiana to the Suwannee 

River in Florida. After spending the first 2 to 3 years in the river in which it hatched, Gulf sturgeon become anadromous, 

spending fall and winter in the Gulf of Mexico and spring and summer in the rivers where it spawns. The Gulf sturgeon is 

listed as threatened under the federal ESA, and critical habitat has been designated". 

 

The PDARP estimates that between 1,100 and 3,600 sturgeon were affected by the spill-a significant number given its ESA 

listing and overall population decline. 

In accordance with the Gulf sturgeon Recovery Plan (1995), the preferred recovery actions are: 

 

• Restore sturgeon spawning habitat; 

• Protect and conserve marine, coastal, estuarine and riparian habitats; and 

• Reduce nutrient loads to coastal waters 

 

The 2009 update of that plan reaffirmed the importance of the Pearl,Pascagoula, Escambia, Yellow, Choctawahatchee, 

Apalachicola, and Suwannee rivers as spawning areas, and stated that "conservation of all seven populations of Gulf sturgeon 

was necessary to minimize the potentialfor inbreeding, to regain potentially important selective pressure at the margins of the 

species range, and to provide a rescue effect between adjacent populations in the event of a local extirpation or a decline to 

extremely low numbers". 

$15,000,000 has been allocated in the PDARP to the Open Ocean TIG for sturgeon restoration. 

 

Recommendations 

 

The Nature Conservancy has long been interested in in the fate of the Gulf sturgeon and, more broadly, in restoration of 

anadromous fishes and their habitats in the rivers of the Gulf of Mexico. As such, we have been active in conserving land 

along the Apalachicola, Yellow, Blackwater, Alabama, Pascagoula, and Pearl rivers. We have worked with the Army Corps 
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of Engineers on devising fish passage strategies for the Apalachicola and Alabama River systems. In other parts of the U.S., 

such as on the Penobscot River in Maine, we have played a major role in dam removal for anadromous fish and whole-river 

restoration. Research suggests that, historically, anadromous fishes played a much more significant role in the function and 

health of the Gulf ecosystem than at present, and restoration of spawning runs will likely benefit ecosystem function of 

freshwater and marine systems in the entire northern Gulf. 

 

While we recognize the need for monitoring explained in the PDARP, we have done specific research on options for 

improving fish passage and improving nearshore habitat that would benefit sturgeon and other species as prioritized in the 

Gulf Sturgeon Recovery Plan. We propose funding for the follow ing 

 

specific projects, recognizing the amount of money allocated to sturgeon recovery may need to be combined with other 

funding to accomplish some of these projects: 

 

1. Pearl River (Mississippi and Louisiana) 

The Pools Bluff and Bogue Chitto sills in the Pearl River substantially reduce sturgeon access to upriver habitats and are 

believed to limit its population in the system. We strongly advocate removing these barriers to allow sturgeon spawning 

access to much of the Pearl River watershed. It is our understanding that these dams no longer provide a navigation function 

and that there are provisions for de-authorization in the Water Resources Development Act currently being considered by 

Congress . According the Recovery Plan, removal could substantially help sturgeon recovery and could benefit other 

anadromous species within this designated critical habitat. 

 

2. Improve Sturgeon Habitat on the Yellow River (Florida and Alabama) 

The Yellow River provides important spawning and foraging habitat for sturgeon, but that habitat is adversely affected by 

persistent erosion from roads which parallel the river in Okaloosa and Santa Rosa Counties. The Department of Defense 

together with USFWS have been repairing priority stream crossings, as funding is available, as identified in the 2010 

Inventory and Prioritization of Impaired Sites in the Yellow River Watershed in Alabama and Florida report conducted by 

The Nature Conservancy with funding from the State of Florida, Department of Defense, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 

private funders. Assessments such as this one are important for understanding the sources of impacts from unpaved roads and 

stream crossings throughout the sturgeon's critical habitat range and developing a prioritized plan for abating those impacts. 

Santa Rosa County has included one of the priority road (Rattlesnake Bluff Road) stream crossing stabilization projects in 

their proposed RESTORE "Bucket 1" list. Additional funding is needed to stabilize the remaining erosion sources entering 

the Yellow River system to reduced degradation to sturgeon critical habitat as identified in the report. 

 

3. Feasibility Study for Sturgeon/Diadromous Fish Passage, Jim Woodruff Dam, Apalachicola River, Florida 

The Jim Woodruff Dam is a major barrier to fish movement upstream from the Apalachicola into the Flint and 

Chattahoochee Rivers. Dam re-operation at the Jim Woodruff Dam, in which TNC was a partner, has proven effective for 

allowing the passage of other fish species, such as Alabama Shad, but this strategy does not appear to work for sturgeon. 

While potentially expensive, fish passage at Jim Woodruff dam would benefit both sturgeon and a number of fishes, mussels, 

and other riverine species. Recent USFWS-funded research completed by TNC suggests that there is substantial sturgeon 

spawning habitat upriver of the dam that could be critical in further recovery the population. We suggest completing a 

feasibility study at the dam to determine the fish passage viability and methods at needed to recovery the Gulf sturgeon 

population in this system. 

 

Additionally, support is needed for conservation land management practices implemented by the Apalachicola Regional 

Stewardship Alliance that will benefit Gulf sturgeon spawning habitat in the Apalachicola River by reducing nutrient and 

sediment loading and hydrologic degradation . 

 

4. Pascagoula River Watershed Conservation 

Much of the Pascagoula River is protected by public lands. The Nature Conservancy and other partners continue to acquire 

lands particularly in the river headwaters. It is not clear whether further targeted acquisitions or specific land management 

activities could improve/protect sturgeon spawning habitat.  
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A modest study is needed to evaluate whether additional conservation investments are needed in the Pascagoula watershed, 

such as on the Bowie River, to improve sturgeon spawning areas. 

 

5. Restoration and enhancement of near-shore (coastal island) marine foraging areas 

Near-shore habitats such as coastal islands and oyster reefs are important sturgeon feeding and habitat locations in the Gulf of 

Mexico. Restoration and enhancement of these areas will benefit sturgeon populations as well as these sensitive ecosystems 

in general. Implementing this strategy should be done in conjunction with other DWH restoration strategies involving water 

quality, land conservation, and management to reduce sedimentation in coastal rivers, and barrier island restoration and 

stabilization. 

 

The Nature Conservancy's Role 

 

The Nature Conservancy stands ready to assist in implementation of the actions described above. As a first step, we would 

request that our scientists be given the opportunity to provide input and feedback to Gulf sturgeon restoration proposals being 

discussed by the Open Ocean Trustee Implementation Group. As project proposals are advanced, we may be able to help in 

advocating funding for implementation from multiple sources. We may also be able to assist in actual implementation 

depending on the strategies and projects selected through the NRD process. 

 

We would be happy to meet with the recovery team and the TIG to discuss our proposals and the options for implementation. 
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December 7, 2016 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 

P.O. Box 44027 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

P.O. Box 49567 

Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

 

RE: Comments on NRDA Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group Draft Restoration Plan #1 

 

Dear Members of the NRDA Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group (TIG), 

 

Thank you for providing this comment opportunity on the Louisiana TIG's first draft restoration 

plan to address injury from the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. At Audubon Louisiana, the 

state office of the National Audubon Society, we are particularly encouraged by the restoration 

of two important bird nesting islands, Queen Bess Island and Rabbit Island. 

Queen Bess Island supported about 16% of the state's population of brown pelicans between 

2010 and 2013, yet only a small proportion of the island is currently suitable habitat. 

Restoration of this island has great potential to boost populations of not only brown pelicans, 

but also several species of colonial wading birds, terns, and skimmers. Similarly, Rabbit Island is 

currently Louisiana's largest nesting rookery for the rare reddish egret and serves as an 

important waterbird and seabird nesting colony in a region otherwise mostly devoid of 

available nesting sites for these species. It also likely connects (genetically and demographically) 
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nationally important waterbird populations between the Texas coast and southeastern 

Louisiana, and thus is important for stabilizing bird population in the broader region. These 

islands historically and currently support significant populations of several species that 

experienced injury during the spill, including multiple species of state and national conservation 

concern. 

 

On both islands, we would encourage ensuring a variety of microhabitats are explicitly 

designed, particularly to benefit ground-nesting seabirds whose regional populations are under 

greater pressure than that of brown pelicans. To ensure the maximum value of these islands as 

these projects moves toward construction, we would encourage funding be budgeted to 

periodically control and manage non-native nest predators when necessary. 

 

Additionally, we support the three projects offered to benefit wetlands, coastal and nearshore 

habitats in Barataria, Terrebonne, and Pontchartrain basins (Terrebonne Basin Ridge and Marsh 

Creation, Barataria Basin Ridge and Marsh Creation, and Lake Borgne Ridge and Marsh Creation 

increments) because we understand the need for restoration to be conducted in these areas. 

We believe that the plan would benefit from some additional information on these projects to 

provide a clearer understanding of how these project increments will ultimately be evaluated to 

meet the slated criteria for the Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats Restoration Type. 

And though we are generally supportive of the proposed shoreline protection project in Jean 

Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, again we believe the plan would be stronger with 

the addition of more project information. To that end, we suggest some clarification regarding 

how the project addresses the goals of Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands. 

While we appreciate that the Louisiana TIG prioritized these particular projects to move 

forward now from the many available projects identified in the Coastal Master Plan, the 

explanation of how these six projects meet the Restoration Goals identified in the PDARP/PEIS 

and why they provide the most immediate benefits to the basins and resources greatest 

affected by the spill will be useful in the public's understanding of the rigor undertaken in the 

evaluation conducted. 

 

Finally, the discussion in the report of the benefits of sediment diversions, and the TIG 

evaluation of diversions to incorporate into future NRDA rounds, is promising. We hope that 

the diversion projects contemplated for funding through NRDA are included as soon as 

possible. 

 

We appreciate the work that has gone into the development of this first draft restoration plan 

and look forward engaging with the Louisiana TIG as the NRDA process continues into the 

coming years. We offer these comments in an effort to complement the work conducted. 

Thanks again for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cynthia Duet 

Deputy Director 

Audubon Louisiana  
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Prioritize and plan for large-scale coastal restoration 

 

More than six years after the Gulf oil disaster, I am pleased to see the release of the first Louisiana draft restoration plan to 

address damages to natural resources. Louisiana's coast is home to important industries, countless wildlife and birds, and 

nearly two million people who live and work there. Its future is important to me. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the draft plan. 

 

I was encouraged to see large-scale coastal restoration prioritized in the draft plan, including mention of the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion. I support consideration of this project for future NRDA funding and would like to see the plan, or future 

addendums to it, outline more specific steps for how the Trustee Implementation Group will plan and budget for this project. 

Though I understand the project is not yet prime for construction funding, I hope the Trustee Implementation Group will 

ensure it has the necessary funding on hand when the project is ready. A strong commitment to plan for one or more sediment 

diversions by the Trustee Implementation Group is crucial to the long-term sustainability of the Louisiana coast and the 

overall success of the restoration program.  

 

We also need more help with preserving and conserving these SE TN, N GA areas such as that of S Bradley Co. TN, and SE 

Hamilton Co, TN and adjoining areas of N GA. These areas were said to always need to remain as sparsely populated rural 

areas, as was determined in the 70s, when it was understood that these areas are upon a large underground cave, and/or 

sinkhole through which much water flows, feeding into the areas of Coosa, Conasauaga, Tallapoosa rivers, and eventually 

into the Mighty Mississippi river and its Delta. These areas are some of the most noncoastal biologically diverse areas in 

America, and they need preservation and conservation-to be kept as natural, rural and as backwoods country as possible, with 

no more real estate developments taking up the lands through which recharge/discharge needs to occur and also these areas 

do not need more transportation related developments, via roads, etc, via TDOT/GDOT, DOT and/or other private 

construction cos, etc. These areas need to be preserved as rural (heritage) areas, via the (non-TVA,non-state or local) 

National Park (Forest) Service, to protect these areas national and international needed natural resources, and habitat for 
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endangered/migratory/threatened species, and more.  

This past election was filled with problems, and even the candidates felt so and openly stated there were many problems with 

this past election. That election should be considered null and void, with Obama keeping his position, until it can be worked 

out for the best interest of preserving our democracy.  

 

Thank you, 

Kimberly Rowlett 

3342 Tunnel Hill RD SW 

Cleveland, TN, 37311 
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A couple of broad comments: First of all, NRDA has turned out to be the largest flow of resources coming into the state from 

the settlement. I would encourage everyone to pay as much attention as we can to make sure that these projects are the kind 

of projects that we want to go forward. I want to offer appreciation to the Trustee Implementation Group for creating room 

for public comment in addition to the written comments. We will be filing detailed written comments on the plan. They just 

went through the projects. I am here representing something called Restore the Mississippi River Delta which is a grouping 

of five environmental groups. Two local groups: Lake Ponchartrain Basin Foundation and Coalition to Restore Coastal 

Louisiana, as well as, three national environmental groups: Environmental Defense Fund, National Wildlife Federation and 

the National Audubon Society. That reach allows us to have a high level of technical expertise to be able to go through these 

projects and provide the type of detailed comments that we will in writing.  

 

I do want to say at the very beginning that we do, in fact, support these projects. It is a good start, a good first start, a good 

investment coming out of this process and so I want to be clear about that. We do have three quick points to make which are 

more in the category of encouraging perhaps a better, a process going forward so that we can both be clear from the public 

perspective and from the State perspective about the decision making processes and the criteria by which selections are being 

made. We are advantaged here in Louisiana as several of the members have pointed out today because of our Master 

Planning process. It means that we have a much higher degree of technical understanding as well as having gone through 

very directly the kind of criteria setting the kind of hard decision making processes that are necessary in order to select 

projects that will be the best possible. And so, we will continue to recommend that kind of a process to every group which is 

putting together or managing resources for this and we continue to recommend that to the NRDA process.  

 

In that light, we would encourage some specific things relative to this current plan. Number one is that it will be extremely 

beneficial, as the Master Plan does, to try to look at the collective impact of the proposals as they come forward. Not just 
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individual projects but how do they fit together? How do they add up? Because ultimately, as several of you have said today, 

it continues to be the case. We aren't looking at all the resources that we need to be able to do this and being able to prioritize 

those and look at their collective impact is essential. We want to encourage the draft plan, as it goes final, to do a more 

complete job of doing that if possible.  

 

Second, part of that, attendant to that is, the assessment here needs to be not only holistic, which is a collective approach, but 

also to be thinking longer term both in terms of planning and in terms of budget. To be able to lay out in a way that is 

accessible to the public and to the governments involved here what the underlying assumptions on planning and budget are so 

that we can fit in the individual projects into that larger framework, that larger picture, allowing us to see the whole picture as 

much as possible.  

Finally [third], we want to strongly encourage a stronger commitment, even in this early plan, to the use of these restoration 

and protection resources, in this case restoration resources, for diversions. There is an initial nod in that direction. We 

recognize that the plan that comes out now won't obligate a decision that is made in 10 years. But in fact, being able to plan 

means being able to understand the assumptions and the direction that NRDA might be taking. Diversions are such a critical 

component of what we are doing here. We want to strongly encourage a strong signal from NRDA at the earliest possible 

date and this is the earliest possible plan to be able to move forward in that direction.  

 



Correspondences - DWH NRDA Restoration - Louisiana - PEPC ID: 67916  

   Page   74   of   74  

PEPC Project ID: 67916, DocumentID: 75718 

Correspondence: 49 

Author Information 

Keep Private: No 

Name: Reggie Dupree 

Organization: Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District             Official Rep. 

Organization Type: C - County Government  

Address: 220 Clendenning Road 

Houma, LA 70363 

USA  

E-mail: rdupre@tlcd.org 

Correspondence Information  

Status: Reviewed  Park Correspondence Log:  

Date Sent: 11/30/2016  Date Received: 11/30/2016  

Number of Signatures: 1  Form Letter: No  

Contains Request(s): No  Type: Transcript  

Notes: Comment made during NRDA/LA TIG presentation on 1st Restoration Plan at CPRA Board meeting, November 30, 

2016. 

Correspondence Text  

On the Bayou Terrebonne Project: I recently met with my parish government officials on that. What side of the ridge are yall 

proposing on restoring, the east or the west? 

Because what I saw was the west side of the ridge which is the wrong side--it is not ridge restoration, you are letting 

everything go. I have always been under the impression it is the east side of the ridge that needs to be restored to protect the 

bayou bank and to protect the ridge. Because the west side of the ridge is, several mitigation projects that my agency has built 

and is going to conflict with them... 

It will stop Lake Barre and Terrebonne Bay from getting into the estuaries. The east side of the ridge or the Terrebonne Bay 

side is what was being proposed, right? 

Because I saw a proposal recently in the last few weeks that had restoration activities on the west side of the Terrebonne 

Ridge, Bayou Terrebonne, of all the ridge restorations in the Terrebonne Basin, this is the most important but I want to make 

sure we put it in the right place. Don't start with a wrong side of the bayou kind of a deal.  

">  
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