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              (The following meeting was held:)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  All right.  Good evening.  I 
  think we'd like to go ahead and get started in about a 
  minute or two.  So if everyone could find their seats and 
  get comfortable, we'd like to start on time.  Thank you 
  very much.  
           Good evening.   We'd like to go ahead and begin.  
  My name is Perry Franklin, and I will be serving as your 
  facilitator tonight.  Thank you for making this meeting a 
  part of your evening.  Tonight's meeting is special in 
  that there are two distinct portions of tonight's meeting.  
  You can see on the agenda there will be two presentations 
  this evening, each with their own public comment portion 
  of this evening's meeting.  
           First, we will talk about the NRDA process as it 
  relates to the Deepwater Horizon BP Oil Spill.  And then 
  will talk about the State's Annual Plan in the second half 
  of this evening.
           As we go through this evening, we will talk about 
  blue cards and white cards.  Just to be clear, the first 
  presentation deals with the BP oil spill.  If you'd like 
  to make a public comment on portion number one or segment 
  number one, please simply raise your hand; and we'll get 
  you a blue card so that card can be given to me.  If it's 
  on the second portion of tonight's meeting talking about 
  the State's activities, it'll be on the white card.  And 
  at any time you want a card, just raise your hand and will 
  get that card to you.  To formally kick us off tonight, 
  I'd like to invite Mr. Chip Kline, deputy director, office 
  of the Governor for coastal activities. 
           CHIP KLINE:  Why thank you Perry, and good 
  evening everyone.  My name is Chip Kline.  I serve as 
  deputy director for coastal activities in the office of 
  the Governor.  And on behalf of the Governor's office and 
  the CPRA and all our federal partners who are here 
  tonight, I want to thank you for joining us this evening 
  to hear presentations on the fiscal year -- Draft Fiscal 
  Year 2015 Annual Plan and the Deepwater Horizon Natural 
  Resource Damage Assessment Phase III presentations.  
           You know, this is an important part of our 
  process.  We do this every year.  Obviously, were here to 
  present information to you; but more importantly we are 
  here to listen.  So I would encourage all of you to take 
  advantage of the opportunity to come to the mic and make a 
  comment, because we really do value what you have to say.  
           There are a number of state and federal officials 
  here.  Many of these folks have been here for the open 
  house portion of our meeting, and they will remain here 
  after our meeting for any questions that you may have.  
  There is also a number of elected officials here.  Of 
  course, we have the Mayor of Lake Charles, Randy Roach, 
  who is here; former State Senator Willie Mount; and Police 
  Jury President, Dennis Scott back there, who appear to be 
  all seated on the same row back there.  But I think I know 
  Laurie Cormier is also here.  Laurie is with Calcasieu 
  Parish and also serves as a member of the Coastal 
  Protection Restoration Authority Board.  So thank you all 
  for being here tonight and with that -- actually, Mayor, 
  would you like to come up and say any welcoming remarks?
           RANDY ROACH:  Never one to turn down a 
  microphone.  First of all, let me say to all of you who 
  came out tonight, thank you for coming out.  And I 
  appreciate, as already has been said, the federal agencies 
  that are here to support -- or not to support necessarily, 
  but to explain a little bit about what's going on and 
  what's being planned for our area.  
           We have had a series of meetings over the past 
  several years in order to try to develop a plan, a 
  strategy, for coastal restoration here in Southwest 
  Louisiana.  Dennis Scott, as a member of the police jury, 
  and now as Calcasieu Parish president of the police jury, 
  has been very involved in that process, as has Laurie 
  Cormier.  And we've been very proud of the work that they 
  have done and the way in which they have advocated for our 
  area.
           But the one thing that we have tried to emphasize 
  as we've gone through this process is that the best 
  protection for Calcasieu is to protect Cameron.  And I 
  think that you'll hear many other people talk about that 
  and emphasize that as well.  
           We're very sympathetic to the problems that our 
  neighbors to the southeast are having in Southeast 
  Louisiana.  But as a result of Rita and Gustav and Ike, 
  we've had our issues as well; and it's becoming more 
  serious by the day.  So we're anxious to hear what's being 
  purposed tonight, and I'm sure you'll hear some 
  interesting comments from some members of the community.  
  But we're also here to hear a little bit more about that 
  fish hatchery, which I think is very exciting for our area 
  for a number of reasons.  
           But thank you for allowing me the comments, and 
  welcome to all of you who are not associated with the 
  federal agency, who are here just to listen like I am.  I 
  appreciate your attendance as well.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Kline, and thank 
  you, Mayor Roach.  And now we should get started. 
           As you can see, we have a court reporter with us 
  tonight.  Ms. Davis, who is sitting to my right and to 
  your left, to ensure that your comments are accurately 
  captured when you come forward and give your public 
  comments.  We also have with us a sign language 
  interpreter, Ms. Duhon. 
           Are there any individuals in the room tonight 
  that are in need of assistance, sign language interpretive 
  assistance?  
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  Thank you, Ms. Duhon.  
           Before proceeding, if everyone could silence 
  their cell phones and if you have any personal 
  conversations, I would ask if you would take those to the 
  rear hall, as we want you to respect your fellow 
  participants.  
           The purpose of this portion of tonight's meeting 
  is to receive your comments on the Draft Programmatic and 
  Phase III Early Restoration Plan and Draft Early 
  Restoration Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement.  
  That's a mouthful, but hopefully, within the next 20 
  minutes you'll get a great understanding of exactly what 
  those terms mean when it comes to the restoration of the 
  coast of Louisiana.  
           I want to draw your attention to a couple of 
  handouts.  There's an Executive Summary.  If you pick up 
  nothing else about the NRDA process, this Executive 
  Summary is a great piece to take with you; it also has 
  some contact information on it, but that Executive Summary 
  is in the rear of the room.
           There are also the blue cards that I spoke about.  
  In order for you to come forward, if you would just be so 
  kind to fill out one of these blue cards and they'll be 
  given to me, and that's the way that I will actually bring 
  you up to make your public comment, is on these blue 
  cards.  So if you didn't get a chance to sign onto a blue 
  card, I'd appreciate that as well.
           Additionally, located in the rear of the room, 
  there's a computer logged on to the Internet.  One of the 
  other ways that you can put your public comment into the 
  record is to go onto that computer -- or any computer for 
  that sake.  But if you wanted some assistance tonight, we 
  have a staff member at that PC that can give you that 
  assistance, multiple ways that you can get your comment 
  into the record.
           Tonight's purpose is to hear from you, if you 
  like to come up to the microphone, verbally.  You can go 
  to the computer in the rear or in the lobby; you can take 
  one of these forms with you; you can fill this out; and 
  you can mail it in to us; and you can also go online.  So 
  there's multiple ways that you can give us your public 
  comment.  
           But just remember there's one date, February 
  19th, at midnight is when the public comment closes on 
  Phase III.  And so that's an important date that will 
  remind you throughout the night.  
           So let's go ahead and get started.  I'd like to 
  introduce our presenter, Mrs. Deborah McLEAN.  She's the 
  Department of the Interior's deputy case manager for the 
  Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment.  
  Deborah has many years of experience working on NRDAs, 
  including the Exxon Valdez oil spill.  Deborah.
           DEBORAH MCLEAN:  Okay.  Thank you, Perry.  Good 
  evening, everyone.  Thank you for joining us.  We'll be 
  covering a lot of information this evening.  
           First, I will give you an overview of the Natural 
  Resource Damage Assessment, commonly referred to as NRDA.  
  And we'll also be going over some background information 
  about early restoration.  We'll spend most of the evening 
  discussing the document that was released to the public on 
  December 6th 2-13.  I will provide information about the 
  major components of the document:  the Draft Programmatic 
  Early Restoration Plan, the Draft Early Restoration 
  Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, and the Draft 
  Phase III Early Restoration proposed projects.
           When we get to the portion about the proposed 
  projects, sponsored by the State of Louisiana Trustees, 
  Mr. Kyle Graham, deputy executive director of CPRA, will 
  discuss those projects.  After the presentation, I'll turn 
  it back over to Perry, who will facilitate the public 
  comment section.  
           The Oil Pollution Act of 1990, adopted after the 
  Exxon Valdez, includes this objective:  "To make the 
  environment and public whole for injuries to natural 
  resources and services resulting from an incident 
  involving a discharge or substantial threat of discharge 
  of oil."
           That's why we're here tonight.  Because from the 
  time the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, we've been working 
  to make the public and the environment whole.  So let me 
  tell you who are and give you some additional information 
  about the NRDA.
           So who are the Trustees?  The Trustees are the 
  public entities responsible for determining the injury and 
  restoration needed to achieve the NRDA objective of making 
  the public and the environment whole.  The Trustees for 
  this case are the states of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
  Louisiana, and Texas, and four federal entities -- the 
  Department of the Interior, the Department of Commerce as 
  represented by the National Oceanic Atmospheric 
  Administration, the US Department of Agriculture, and the 
  Environmental Protection Agency.  The Trustees rely on 
  science to determine both injury and necessary restoration 
  actions required to make the public and the environment 
  whole.  
           So how do we do this?  First, we determine the 
  kinds of injuries caused and the amount of injury that 
  occurred to natural resources and their services.  
           So what do I mean by "natural resources"?  We 
  mean wetlands, marshes, beaches, wildlife, water quality, 
  oyster beds, near shore reefs, and many more.  
           What do we mean by "natural resource services?"  
  Natural resource services include ecological and 
  recreational services that natural resources provide.  
  Examples of ecological services include wildlife habitat 
  provided by coastal marshes, fish nurseries provided by 
  coastal wetlands, fish habitat provided by reefs, and 
  erosion reduction provided by coastal vegetation.  
           Recreational use services include such things as 
  beach going and recreation provided by clean beaches, 
  canoeing and kayaking provided by rivers and estuaries. 
           The entire cost of the NRDA process, injury 
  assessment and restoration, is borne by BP and other 
  responsible parties.
           So there's three basic stages to a NRDA.  We have 
  the pre-assessment, then the injury assessment restoration 
  planning, and then we go to restoration implementation.  
           From the time the oil started to flow, the 
  Trustees were out in force collecting data as part of this 
  pre-assessment phase.  We are concurrently in the injury 
  assessment and restoration planning and restoration 
  implementation.  Normally, an injury assessment is 
  followed by a claim and a settlement before we move into 
  this restoration planning and then move into restoration 
  implementation.
           Although we're here tonight talking about early 
  restoration, I want to assure you that we are continuing 
  to conduct or injury assessment.
           We have a unique opportunity due to the agreement 
  made in April of 2011 between BP and the Trustees.  BP 
  agreed to provide up to a billion dollars for early 
  restoration before our injury assessment was complete.  
  Early restoration is unique.  It allows us to start 
  restoration prior to completing our injury assessment, but 
  it presents certain challenges.   
           The Trustees are developing a potential 
  litigation case.  So the Trustees must balance that 
  litigation sensitivity along with the need to inform you, 
  the public, about ongoing activities.
           As many of you probably already know, the billion 
  dollars is split equitably between the five Gulf states, 
  NOAA, and DOI, with the remaining 300 million set aside 
  for State-sponsored projects, to be selected by DOI and 
  NOAA.  It's also important to note that BP did not give a 
  lump sum billion dollars.  Rather, the funds are made 
  available as the projects are approved. 
           Okay.  This graphical representation, which is in 
  the draft plan, shows how the selection process works.  
  The Trustees have been soliciting project ideas which are 
  then screened.  In order for the project's ideas to move 
  forward, they must meet certain criteria contained in the 
  Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and the Early Restoration 
  Framework Agreement. 
           Projects make it through the screening process 
  must then be negotiated with BP, as required by the 
  framework agreement.  We negotiate with BP on two main 
  points -- how much the proposals cost and what benefits 
  they provide. 
           Additionally, the negotiations with BP include 
  how these projects and the benefits they provide fit into 
  the final claim.  Ultimately, the Trustees do guide this 
  process.  After negotiates with BP, the Trustees must 
  decide whether to include the projects in a Draft Early 
  Restoration Plan.  The Trustees draft the plan on proposed 
  projects, which does include analysis of environmental 
  impacts.  This is what we commonly call the NEPA analysis.  
  After the draft plan is released to the public, it's 
  followed by a public comment period.  That's where we're 
  at today.  After considering public comments and making 
  any necessary changes to the document, the Draft 
  Programmatic Plan with PEIS, will be finalized; and the 
  Phase III plan will be integrated within.  
           A Record of Decision, commonly referred to as a 
  ROD, will be issued and published after the document is 
  finalized.  The ROD identifies the programmatic 
  alternatives and the Phase III projects that have been 
  selected.  As required by the framework agreement, project 
  stipulations must be agreed to by both BP and the Trustees 
  and then filed with the court.  Once that's occurred, 
  project implementation can begin.  
           To date, the Trustees have used early restoration 
  funds for ten projects through two early restoration 
  plans.  Phase I included eight projects in Alabama, 
  Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi.  The combined total 
  of those projects was $62 million.  While some of those 
  projects are complete, others are in various stages of 
  implementation and monitoring.
           Phase II included two projects totaling 
  approximately $9 million.  One was for nesting habitat for 
  beach-nesting birds, and the other reduces artificial 
  lighting impacts on nesting habitats for sea turtles.  
  Both of these projects are currently underway.  
           So with Phase I and Phase II projects underway, 
  the Trustees wanted to continue the early restoration 
  momentum.  On May 6th 2013, the Trustees published a 
  Notice of Intent to consider 28 future early restoration 
  projects.  On June 4th 2013, the Trustees published a 
  Notice of Intent to prepare a Programmatic Environmental 
  Impact Statement for a Phase III Early Restoration Plan 
  and early restoration project types and to also conduct 
  scoping meetings.  The purpose of this PEIS for early 
  restoration is to frame and help inform early restoration 
  actions.  
           During scoping, we received over 4,000 comments.  
  People commented on the types of projects we were 
  considering; whether they meet NRDA criteria; they 
  commented on potential impacts of some of the projects; 
  and many more comments.  
           So the draft document that was published on 
  December 6 includes the Programmatic Early Restoration 
  PEIS and more as listed here on this left-hand side of the 
  screen.  The drafters of the document had two objectives:  
  the first one was to describe the programmatic approach 
  proposed by the Trustees for addressing early restoration; 
  and secondly, to analyze a set of specific early 
  restoration projects proposed by the Trustees that are 
  consistent with the programmatic alternatives.  The 
  programmatic approach is described in the draft document.  
           By "programmatic," we mean that the document 
  conceptualizes projects and analyzes potential 
  environmental effects across many potential early 
  restoration project types.
           In the Draft Programmatic Early Restoration Plan, 
  12 Early Restoration project types and 4 alternatives -- 
  which I'll explain in a minute -- are considered.  The 
  PEIS evaluates direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of 
  Early Restoration project types.  "Cumulative effects" 
  means the combined effects of all of those actions.  The 
  PEIS will inform the Trustees on planning future early 
  restoration plans.
           Finally, the document evaluates projects that the 
  Trustees propose in the Phase III Draft Early Restoration 
  Plan, which is integrated into the document.  This was 
  done to take advantage of the NEPA efficiencies by 
  analyzing them in the same document, and to get the 
  projects to implementation as quickly as possible.  A 
  partial list of those projects was announced in the 
  Federal Register on May 6th 2013.
           The Trustees indicated that we would consider 
  additional projects if we could negotiate agreement with 
  BP early enough in the process of preparing the document.  
  This added an additional 16 projects for a total of 44 
  projects.  The draft document does include site-specific 
  environmental reviews for the proposed projects.
           These are a list of the 12 Programmatic Early 
  Restoration Project types.  In addition to restoring and 
  protecting finfish, that should also include shellfish, as 
  we are considering those.  The two categories are:  
  Contribute to restoring habitats and living in coastal 
  marine resources and contribute to providing and enhancing 
  recreational opportunities.
           Based on the identification of the project types, 
  the Trustees developed four proposed alternatives. 
  Alternative 1 is No Action.  We're required by law to 
  include an alternative that describes what -- if we took 
  no action what would happen if we waited to implement 
  restoration projects after a claim is finalized.  The No 
  Action alternative is also used as a benchmark for 
  comparison of the other alternatives.
           The Trustees decided on Alternative No. 2 that 
  would include only project types that contribute to 
  restoring habitat and living coastal and marine resources.
           Alternative No. 3 would only include project 
  types that contribute to providing and enhancing 
  recreational opportunities.
           The final alternative, Alternative No. 4, is a 
  combination of project types that contribute to both 
  restoring habitat and living coastal and marine resources, 
  and contributing to providing enhancing recreational 
  opportunities.  So it's a combination of Alternatives 2 
  and 3.  This is the preferred alternative.
           The Trustees are proposing a set of Phase III 
  Early Restoration projects totaling approximately $627 
  million, an estimated project costs, which includes 
  contingencies.  
           Ecological projects total approximately $396.6 
  million, which is 63 percent of the total, and 
  recreational projects total approximately $230 million, 
  which is 37 percent of the total.
           Within the ecological project category, barrier 
  island restoration accounts for $318.4 million, followed 
  by living shoreline at $66.6 million, oysters at $8.6 
  million, submerged aquatic vegetation at $2.7 million, and 
  dune projects total approximately $600,000.
           The specific project information and 
  environmental analysis for these proposed Phase III Early 
  Restoration projects are included in Chapters 8 through 12 
  of the draft document.
           I'll now turn it over to Mr. Kyle Graham, deputy 
  executive director of CPRA, who will discuss the Louisiana 
  sponsored projects.
           KYLE GRAHAM:  Thank you, Deborah.
           So in Louisiana this DERP is considering two 
  projects.  The first project has four different 
  components.  The project is called the Louisiana Outer 
  Coast Restoration.  The total coast of it is about $318 
  million.  Here's a little bit closer look of the four 
  projects that are part of that overall outer coast 
  project.  
           First, you got the Caillou Lake Headland 
  component; this is also known as Whiskey Island.  This is 
  an island that has been in the State Master Plan for a 
  number of years.  It was actually a part of the LCA 
  program that was authorized by Congress in 2007.  The 
  total costs of this project is $110 million, and we're 
  looking at constructing about a thousand acres.  This 
  project is currently in engineering and design; and we're 
  finishing permeating from the Corps of Engineers, as well 
  as, beginning to permit the sand source, which will come 
  from off-shore.  
      The second piece, as we move from west to east, is 
  the Cheniere Ronquille component.  This was a project that 
  was designed under the CWPPRA program, which is a program 
  that we've had in Louisiana for about 20 years.  The 
  estimated cost is $35 million.  That's looking at 
  restoring 500 acres of barrier island.  Through the CWPPRA 
  program it's got to about 95 percent design.  So it's 
  already been permitted.  It would probably take three to 
  six to eight months to get to construction once the DERP 
  is finalized.  NOAA is actually the lead on this project.  
  So on the Whiskey Island or Caillou Lake Headlands, CPRA 
  will be leading that project.  But NOAA is leading this 
  one.  
           Shell Island -- for many of you that are familiar 
  with the oil spill may recall, the berms that were 
  constructed as part of the response effort.  And during 
  that, sediment was placed on the west side of the river on 
  Pelican Island, Schofield Island, and a portion of Shell 
  Island.  With some of the remaining dollars, we've 
  actually reconstructed one of the lobes.  A good portion 
  of this Shell Island east lobe of the two-part Shell 
  Island.  This would finish that project.  This is a $101 
  million, the estimated cost on this and it would complete 
  about 680 acres of barrier island habitat.  When we finish 
  Shell Island component, that will bring to conclusion a 
  large portion of the entire Barataria Basin barrier shore 
  line chain of islands in front of Barataria Basin.  So 
  were very excited about this project being part of this 
  early restoration plan. 
           And then finally, North Breton Island, this is an 
  island that the effort is being led by the Department of 
  Interior.  The total estimated cost is about $72 million, 
  and it's going to restore about 300 acres of Barrier 
  Island habitat.  
           The second project that is being included in this 
  DERP for Louisiana is the Louisiana Marine Fisheries 
  Enhancement Research and Science Center.  In the state of 
  Louisiana, these will be operated and set up and run by 
  Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  And 
  there's representatives here if there's lots of detailed 
  questions about what would occur at these locations.  
  We're considering two different facilities:  one in 
  Calcasieu Parish, and one in Plaquemines Parish.  The 
  total cost them is $22 million dollars.  The one in 
  Calcasieu Parish will be focused on sports fish.  And it 
  will both have components of education and research at 
  this hatchery facility -- hatchery and education center.  
  The one in Plaquemines will be focusing on bait fish and 
  again they'll have a hatchery component as well as an 
  education and research component.  I'll turn it back over 
  to Deborah.  Thank you, very much.
           DEBORAH MCLEAN:  Okay.  So what's next?  As Perry 
  said earlier, the public comment period on this draft 
  document closes on February 19th 2014.  The Trustees will 
  review and consider all comments received, will finalize 
  the draft plan, and issue our record of decision.  Project 
  stipulations will then be negotiated and filed with the 
  court.  
           The final Programmatic Early Restoration Plan and 
  PEIS will be released with the Phase III Early Restoration 
  Plan inter grated within.  The document will also include 
  a summary of the Trustees responses and considerations of 
  the public comments that we receive.  Will move as quickly 
  as we can to finalize this draft.  Once the document is 
  completed, it will be posted on the Trustees' websites and 
  will be available in public libraries.  So, again, you can 
  make your comments either verbally tonight, in the back of 
  the room on the computer stations; you can mail comments 
  to this address on the screen; you can go online to this 
  web site which allows you access to the public portal for 
  the comments.  Whatever route you take, please do so, 
  again, before February 19th.  I'd like to thank you all 
  very much for joining us and taking time out of your very 
  busy schedules.
           I'll turn it over to Perry for the public comment 
  period.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  Thank you, Deborah.  At 
  this time I'd like to introduce some members of our 
  listening table, who are both federal and state trustees 
  or trustee representatives.  First with the State of 
  Louisiana we have Mr. Kyle Graham, who've you already 
  heard.  Next is Mrs. Karolien Debusschere, deputy oil 
  spill coordinator, Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator's 
  office, LOSCO; Mr. Craig Gautreaux, Fisheries Biologist, 
  Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; Department 
  of the Interior, you've already heard from Ms. Deborah 
  McLean; from the Environmental Protection Agency the 
  Trustee representative is Mr. Brad Crawford, environmental 
  engineer; from the US Department of Agriculture, Mr. Troy 
  Mallack, biologist, Trustee representative; and from NOAA, 
  Renata Lana, Trustee representative and senior 
  communications specialist.  
           I like to remind each of you in order to make 
  verbal comment you need to let us know in advance before 
  coming forward.  Is there anyone who would like to make 
  public comment on the presentation or the topic that you 
  just heard of who have not filled out a blue card?  If you 
  would just raise your hand will get a blue card to you and 
  they'll bring that up so I can properly introduce you.  
  And at any time during this public comment period if you 
  would like to make public comment, just raise your hand 
  and we will get that card to you.  We are here to hear 
  from you.  That's the purpose of this meeting.  Are there 
  any individuals that are here that joined us that are in 
  need of sign language interpretation assistance since I 
  asked at the onset of the meeting?  Anyone who has come in 
  whose in need of assistance.    
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Speakers tonight will receive 
  three minutes to deliver their comments.  This little 
  monitor in front of you here -- if you'll just keep an eye 
  on that monitor, it will give you a fresh three minutes.  
  It'll give you a green light for the first two and half 
  minutes.  Then it'll give you a faint yellow light for the 
  last 30 seconds.  And then it'll go red.  When it goes 
  red, if you'll just work with me and wrap up your 
  comments, I'd appreciate your cooperation.   
           So let's get started.  And the first individual 
  who's going to give public comment is Mr. Michael 
  Trettglo.
           AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Mr. Trettglo apologizes he had 
  to leave.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next 
  individual, Mr. Ron Bouriaque.  Did I butcher that?  
           MR. BOURIAQUE:  It's all right.  My wife calls me 
  a lot worse.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  So if you'll just state 
  your name and if you're representing an organization for 
  the record and if you'll just present your comments to the 
  listening table.  
           RYAN BOURIAQUE:  My name is Ryan Bouriaque.  I'm 
  the parish administrator for Cameron Parish.  Thank you 
  all for having us here and allowing us to come.  First of 
  all, I want to thank the Trustees for the Calcasieu 
  hatcheries project.  Were very proud of the mayor and the 
  Police Juries efforts in obtaining that project and were 
  excited to see it constructed.  
           I mainly want to comment on some of the initial 
  habitat and coastal marine resource early restoration 
  project types.  And normally I'm very shy.  So I wrote a 
  few things down just in case I don't forget anything.  But 
  first of all, I think in the southeastern end of the 
  state, their tends to be a misconception that barrier 
  islands -- when you use the "term barrier islands" that 
  it's inclusive of the entire coastline.  In Cameron and 
  Vermilion Parish, although we have barrier shore lines 
  that are similar to barrier islands, we technically do not 
  have barrier islands.  
           Number two in the list shows protect shore lines.  
  And that's great and that's important also.  But the third 
  one is a little bit different.  It says "restore barrier 
  islands and beaches".  
           So I think not only should we protect the shore 
  line, we could also consider restoring the barrier shore 
  lines that we have on the western end of the state.  So 
  that would be my first suggestion.  Also shore lines is 
  not only shore lines to the  gulf that need to be 
  protected and that suffer from erosion.  We also have 
  inland shore lines on the GIWW and on the Shipp channel 
  that are impacted as well.  
           Second, the last four list of the project types, 
  "the restore oysters, finfish, shellfish, birds, sea 
  turtles," we would just be curious to know why is it 
  species specific?  Why were other species seemed to be 
  omitted from the list?  I think, you know, we can mention 
  all of them or none of them or give some sort of reason 
  why these -- and maybe it was listed I just couldn't 
  determine that.  
           And finally, I think something that the very 
  first thing on the list we all agree, "create and improve 
  wetlands".  That's wonderful for us in Cameron Parish.  
  Were very excited that that's actually at the top of the 
  list.  However -- although were going to create and 
  improve wetlands, I think there should also be a focus of 
  the historical wetland diversity in Cameron Parish that 
  has also allowed our historical cultural ethic to suffer.  
  So not only have civilizations over time developed and 
  evolved around the water on the water, Cameron Parish is 
  still there.  We have a community that is striving to 
  survive.  And today, you ask them what the function and 
  value of a wetland is, their idea is going to be undefined 
  in some cases and relative in some cases.  
           It's more valuable to a fisherman like Mr. Gray 
  and Ms. Shirley.  But it's also still valuable to a family 
  from Canada that's going to drive to Cameron, Louisiana to 
  take a picture of a bird.  So even though the value of 
  that wetland is different, it -- to us, we also need to 
  focus on the historical diversity that has been lost, not 
  just new vegetation there, but what was previously there 
  historically.  
           And, finally, I -- and I don't know how I ever 
  did it, but have your grandfather put you in a boat and 
  push pull you out in the middle of the marsh where there's 
  no one else around you.  For us, there was no Facebook; 
  there was no Twitter; there was no Internet.  That was 
  quality time that we're losing slowly but surely.
           I appreciate the effort that you all are making 
  here.  I appreciate your time.  I see my red sticker 
  coming up.  This is the shortest I have ever been, but 
  thank you for allowing me to comment.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ron.
           Next presenter, Mr. Rusty Vincent.
           RUSTY VINCENT:  Yes.  My name is Rusty Vincent, 
  and I'm here for the Coastal Conservation Association, 
  CCA.  First of all, we appreciate everything that you have 
  been doing to help protect Louisiana from some of the 
  impacts of the spill and everything else.  And we truly 
  support the marine fish hatchery that we are looking to be 
  located here because we feel like that across the board it 
  can help us enhance the marine fisheries.
           Plus, also, we'd like to make sure that we see 
  because there's people that are in colleges in and 
  elementary schools.  This can impact the communities 
  across the board.  And that's what, you know, definitely 
  another great impact there.  If we're going to spend that 
  money, it will touch the community across the board, not 
  only here in Southwest Louisiana.  But hopefully, all the 
  universities can also participate in it also.
           One of the other things is also it's been a big 
  issue just here in Southwest Louisiana.  But if there is a 
  way -- part of the coastal -- just making sure that we're 
  protecting our coastal marine estuaries there, if some of 
  the funding could go to assist the Port of Lake Charles, 
  when we're doing dredging to use it, it's beneficial use 
  of dredge port to rebuild these marshes.  And so that 
  definitely would be something maybe even to the point of 
  one of the big issues now is a large part of the south 
  part of the Calcasieu Lake now for about a million dollars 
  now, if we could put a temporary pipeline across the south 
  into the lake up on the levee there to be able to -- every 
  time that we're doing dredge spoil cycles, possible use 
  finding there because that's one of the biggest problems 
  there -- just getting it out there.  But once we use it, 
  we can just sit there and rebuild a tremendous amount of 
  coastal estuary down there on that south end.  So that 
  would be something here in this part of Southwest 
  Louisiana that would have a big impact on everybody.  
           Like I said, we appreciate all the help that you 
  guys have been giving us -- the State of Louisiana, and we 
  definitely support the fish hatchery there.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  For those who may have walked in 
  after we started, we are in the portion of tonight's 
  meeting talking about the NRDA, Federal Government, and 
  States' and all the Trustees' response to the Deepwater 
  Horizon BP Oil Spill, just to make sure that everybody 
  understands at what portion we're at in the meeting.
           Are there any others that would like to make 
  public comment?
           (There was a hand raised.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  I've got one more person to call 
  on, but I would like to invite you to fill out a blue card 
  so that we can provide everyone who wants to provide 
  comment. 
           Next forward, Ms. Laurie Cormier, Calcasieu 
  Parish Policy Jury.  And if you'll just state your name 
  and the organization for the record, thank you.
           LAURIE CORMIER:  Laurie Cormier, Calcasieu Parish 
  Police Jury.  Welcome, everyone.  I'm a third generation 
  Calcasieu Parish resident.  And we're really excited in 
  Calcasieu Parish to fully support the selection of the 
  Louisiana Marine Fisheries Enhancement Research and 
  Science Center in Calcasieu Parish.  After the Hurricanes 
  Rita, Ike, Gustav, we will -- it will be great for use to 
  be able to promote environmental and cultural stewardship, 
  education and outreach.  I just encourage you to maybe 
  include an oral history section of that center to capture 
  stories -- audio and video -- of survivors of the storms 
  and maybe some fish stories and all kinds of things.  
           What we do know about our partners south of us -- 
  and we recognize in Calcasieu Parish that Cameron Parish 
  fully supports the fact that we need to be to a 500-year 
  level of protection.  So what you do in Calcasieu -- I 
  mean Cameron helps Calcasieu.   But what's important to 
  know about Cameron Parish is that after those storms, a 
  lot of the population moved.  And so we want to recapture 
  and maybe house.  And that might be a great opportunity to 
  house that cultural aspect that we're now missing.  And so 
  to bring it back and to encourage the oral history of it.  
  And we also support the barrier islands that Ryan spoke 
  about -- restoring the barrier -- shore lines and the 
  inland shore lines.  And we are a working Coast.
           And so it's every important that we have places 
  where people can learn about the Coast so we can house 
  some history and we can move further in the future.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Cormier.  Next 
  presenter, Ms. Kathleen Bellow.
           KATHLEEN BELLOW:  Good evening.  I'm Kathleen 
  Dorsey Bellow with the Lake Charles North Redevelopment 
  Authority.  I welcome you all here.  This is an 
  introduction for me.  Our organization works in a pretty 
  urban environment.  However, we have reclaimed a park that 
  is on the Calcasieu River, Riverside Park, that has a lot 
  of wetlands to it that we hope to develop into a learning 
  environment that will support the park that is there now.  
           But I look forward to ongoing conversations.  I 
  understand that there are going to be follow-up 
  conversations and perhaps some hearings like this in our 
  neighborhood.  We have people from Cameron who grow up in 
  Cameron, who now live in Lake Charges, who certainly need 
  to be a part of the conversation.  And then we need to 
  reconnect the redevelopment that's happening along the 
  waterway, Calcasieu River, with the plans that the State 
  and Federal Government has going forward.  
           So thank you all, again.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Bellow.  Mayor 
  Randy Roach.
           MAYOR RANDY ROACH:  Thank you very much.  And, 
  again, welcome to Lake Charles.  Just a few comments 
  basically prompted by the comments of Mr. Bouriague from 
  Cameron Parish.  And I want to just affirm everything that 
  he said on behalf of the community of Cameron, but also on 
  behalf of Southwest Louisiana in terms of the strategic 
  importance that Cameron Parish has with respect to the 
  protection of this area.
           Ms. Cormier also, I think, emphasized that as 
  well.  But as they were talking, a couple of things 
  occurred to me.  I thought I would take advantage of this 
  opportunity to help, I guess, emphasize and perhaps help 
  explain why we don't have barrier islands.  I mean, I know 
  you know why we don't.  Think of it this way:  that we do 
  have barrier islands.  It's called Little Cheniere, Grand 
  Cheniere, Hackberry Ridge and all the ridges in between.  
  Because what we have here in Cameron Parish used to be 
  barrier islands, and still are barrier islands.
           They still protect us from storm surge.  They 
  still protect and they still restore and they still help 
  us preserve the marshes of Southwest Louisiana.  So if you 
  would think of those as barrier islands -- those ridges 
  that are now part of the land area that we have, the 
  geographic land area that we have -- you think of them 
  still as barrier islands and perhaps that would help, help 
  us in Southwest Louisiana better explain why we need to do 
  some of the things that we need to do and why I think from 
  a strategic standpoint we need to have a little bit more 
  of a priority given to the restoration of that Cheniere 
  plain.  
           We call it the Cheniere plain.  And it really is 
  a barrier island system.  It's just that it doesn't appear 
  that way because between those islands are some really 
  incredible marshes that support an incredible estuary 
  system.  
           The other thing that I would like to mention to 
  you and I also think is important is that we all keep in 
  mind; that is the unique culture, not just of the coastal 
  region of Southwest Louisiana, but the coastal region of 
  Louisiana.  It is truly unique in the North American 
  states.  We have a culture here -- have had a culture here 
  that has existed for decades.  I used to say centuries, 
  but that may be a little bit of an exaggeration.
           But if you think back on Governor Mike Foster and 
  what he did in terms of trying to elevate this as a 
  priority in Louisiana.  He did it primarily because of a 
  book that was written by Mike Tidwell.  It was called 
  Bayou Farewell.  And what prompted Mike to write the book 
  is the fact that we were losing the wetlands.  At least 
  that's what most people think.  But it wasn't the wetlands 
  that he was talking about.  It was the loss of the 
  wetlands and its impact on the culture of the people.  
           And what has happened in recent years since 
  Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and all of the hurricanes and 
  all of the events in between is that federal regulations 
  that were not designed to restore and protect a culture 
  have now had the effect of destroying that culture.  And 
  you go along the coastal region of this state, and you 
  will find that it doesn't look and it doesn't feel the way 
  that it looked and felt before Hurricanes Katrina and 
  Hurricane Rita.  And that, to me, is a tragedy.  And that 
  is as great if not a greater tragedy than the storms 
  themselves.  
           And we have, within our power as individuals, the 
  ability to do something about that.  And you, as Trustees, 
  have a role to play in doing that.  So I'd like to 
  challenge you to look for opportunities to help us restore 
  the culture of coastal Louisiana.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mayor.  Are there any 
  others who would like to make verbal comment at this time 
  on the NRDA Phase III portion of tonight's meeting?  Are 
  there any others who would like to make public comment at 
  this time on this portion of tonight's meeting?
           (There was one response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  Let's get a blue card to 
  this gentleman here.  
           Please state your name and if you're with an 
  organization for the record.  
           MARK BOUDREAUX:  I'm Mark Boudreaux.  I'm will 
  Orion Construction, formerly F. Miller Construction as 
  involved in constructing several of the coastal protection 
  structures down at Big Lake.  
           And I guess my point I'd like to make to you guys 
  is that the construction community is ready to get started 
  working.  Y'all have put a lot of study into this.  I may 
  be preaching to the choir here.  But we need to push on 
  the officials that release the money to get these projects 
  started.  Okay?  Get to work.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  All right.  Thank you very much.  
  And with that, we'll go ahead and close the public comment 
  portion.  I'd like to thank both the Federal and State 
  Trustees and Trustee representatives for your 
  participation.  I want to remind you that February 19th is 
  the deadline for comments.  And please spread the word to 
  as many individuals as you possibly can.  
           I also want to remind you about the handouts that 
  are outside on your way out.  Please take a moment to pick 
  one of those up.  And lastly, with us tonight is a special 
  guest, Mr. Kevin Chapman from DOI.  Kevin, if you will, 
  raise your hand?
           He is an archaeologist.  He is here to gather 
  information from local residents about cultural and 
  historical resource sites that you may be aware of the in 
  the area to make sure that they're included in this 
  planning effort.  Thank you, very much.
           Okay.  As we're transitioning from the listening 
  table, you can see that we have taken care of items 1, 2, 
  3, and 4.  We're about to begin on number 5.  The 
  presentation:  The Draft Fiscal Year 2015 Annual Plan.  
  And it's the portion of tonight's meeting that we're at.  
           You've already met Mr. Kyle Graham.  He's the 
  deputy executive director of Coastal Protection and 
  Restoration Authority for the State of Louisiana.  And he 
  will provide us with timely updates of CPRA's current 
  efforts statewide.  Mr. Graham.
           KYLE GRAHAM:  Thank you.  We're getting ready to 
  get into the Draft Annual Plan.  For those of you that 
  have an opportunity to pick it up in the back, it's a 
  thick document.  So I don't anticipate that you're going 
  to be able to get all the way through this document if you 
  hadn't had a chance to review it before.  But this will be 
  an introduction to what we'll be looking at in the Draft 
  Annual Plan.  I do encourage you to download it off of the 
  web site if you haven't had a chance to do so or take a 
  copy home.  We're always open to comments, whether it's on 
  what's inside the plan; it's expenditures of dollars; 
  seeking revenue; formatting; you don't like the picture; 
  you don't like the way we spell people's names.  
           We're always open to comments.  We're about five 
  years old.  We've been trying to advance this Annual Plan 
  and make it as user friendly as possible.  And to that 
  end, we've actually gone beyond the Annual Plan.  The 
  Annual Plan uses what is required by State statute.  But 
  we now put out, in addition to the Annual Plan, quarterly 
  reports.  They will give you updates each quarter on how 
  we are working toward our goals for the annual plan.  
           So here is the Annual Plan process.  We've been 
  at this now all week.  We first presented the Annual Plan 
  at the CPRA Finance Working Group in December 19 of last 
  year, so the end of last year.  It was released for Public 
  Notice on January 9th.  This is the third or fourth -- 
  actually it's the fifth public meeting that we've had on 
  this plan, including Belle Chasse, CPRA, Thibodaux.  This 
  morning, we actually gave a very brief, brief on it at the 
  CWPPRA meeting in New Orleans.  And then now we're here in 
  Lake Charles.
           The public comment on the Annual Plan closes on 
  the 19th.  There's lots of ways to get us those comments.  
  We'll review those comments.  We'll review those comments.  
  We'll take them into consideration.  We'll modify the 
  Annual Plan as needed.  And then we'll submit it to our 
  CPRA board for approval.  Once we gain approval from that, 
  we'll submit it to the State legislature to get approval 
  after that.
           The reason we do the Annual Plan -- there's 
  multiple reasons.  But primarily it's required by law.  We 
  do two types of planning efforts.  One is the big Master 
  Plan, the Coastal Master Plan that is originally released 
  in 2007.  We're required by the Coastal Master Plan to 
  update the Coastal Master Plan at least every five years.  
  The Annual Plan actually shows the expenditures and the 
  projects that -- the projects and the expenditures of 
  those toward those projects to completion as we're 
  completing the Master Plan.  So it's kind of the 
  increment.  It gives you a little insight of what are the 
  actual expenditures that we're making as we try to 
  accomplish our overall goals.  
           Inside the Annual Plan you'll find not only 
  fiscal year '15 but a little more certainty or as much 
  certainty as you have on what looking in both fiscal year 
  '16 and '17.  It also gives you kind of a summary an 
  assessment of where we are as a program.  
           Here's kind a brief synopsis of the Annual Plan.  
  You'll find multiple different points.  First off, we're 
  finishing a lot of old programs.  We're very fortunate 
  post Katrina to receive dollars, whether it was through 
  the Coastal Impact Assistance Program, which statewide was 
  about $497 million.  Obviously, folks are very familiar 
  with the Hurricane Protection System dollars.  They went 
  to Southeast Louisiana.  There's been CDBG finds that have 
  been spread across the Coast as a result of multiple 
  different hurricane efforts.  During the oil spill, there 
  were funds from Berms to Barrier.  In 2007 and 2008 and 
  2009 where our state had surplus funds, we received about 
  $790 million in those surplus funds.  So we're -- in the 
  coastal realm as many of you have worked on some of these 
  large projects, it takes a while to get from concept to 
  get the engineering design and the permitting necessary to 
  get, and then the construction bids and the land rights to 
  get these projects out and under construction.  So right 
  now, a lot of those older program dollars are under 
  construction.  
           And we're starting new programs.  A lot of these 
  are a result of the Deepwater Horizon event where we also 
  have our eye on the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act 
  dollars which start to kick in, in 2017, which we're 
  intending to be the long term revenue stream for the 
  coastal program.  And those are Constitutionally dedicated 
  to our coastal trust fund which supports the CPRA.
           We have spent -- the CPRA is a post-Katrina 
  organization.  It started addressing coastal issues after 
  Katrina.  But before Katrina, we were really largely about 
  an $80-million-a-year program.  Since Katrina, when they 
  stood up the CPRA, the immediate thing that we out with is 
  we've been implementing a lot of the easy projects.  We've 
  been rebuilding things where they were -- whether they 
  were marsh projects or barrier island projects, the 
  Cameron shore line is an example of that, trying to 
  address our immediate needs.  
           Our coast is losing about 16-square miles a year.  
  We recognize that if we're going to try to keep up with 
  that, it's going to be very, very difficult.  We're 
  transitioning -- if you look at all of the planning 
  efforts that have happened in Coastal Louisiana, there is 
  always combination of projects, a combination of 
  identifying those immediate needs and putting those band 
  aids on as well as trying -- thinking about attempting to 
  not just live with the land loss, but start to address 
  that.  Start to get at some of the systematic problems 
  that are issues with our coastal areas. 
           And most of those are hydrologic problems, where 
  there is looking at trying  to figure out how to put in 
  measures on the Calcasieu Ship Channel to try to decrease 
  some of that salinity control, some of that salinity 
  that's coming through there so that we can maintain the 
  navigation and get the port what it needs.  But it also 
  helps protects some of those inland marshes.  If it's 
  looking at the Houma Navigation Canal Lock or in those 
  areas that are fortunate enough to have the positive 
  influence of the river.  Is it possible to get some of the 
  riverine resources into those regions?  
           We know that the Atchafalaya River that the 
  Diversion Structure puts about 30 percent of the river 
  flow and 10 percent of the sediment in the Mississippi 
  River down in that area.  And in that influence area, it 
  takes care of about 10 percent of the coast.  Can we mimic 
  that?  It's always been part of the plan.  We know it's 
  really difficult and it's really complex.  So we're 
  starting to look at those.  We're doing the studies.  
  We're looking at the fisheries -- the possible fisheries 
  influence.  We're looking at the nutrients input.  We're 
  looking at the socioeconomics.  And more importantly, 
  we're looking at how we would manage these things.
           We know that when we put in these structures 
  similar to the Morganza Spillway structure or the Old 
  River Control Structure, if we wanted to, we could drain 
  the Mississippi River.  Well, that doesn't do much for 
  navigation.  We know that we could open these structures 
  out and move all of the fisheries and all of the habitat 
  and make it all fresh.  But that's not the goals that 
  we're seeking for to be able to maintain our working 
  coast.  So how would we implement these structures and how 
  would we manage those structures and operate those 
  structures and how would we monitor the operations or the 
  structures to make sure that we truly can create that 
  sustainable coast.
           So it's a pretty significant effort as we're 
  looking at investigating these large-scale projects.  
  We're thinking that in the summer of 2015 we're going to 
  have a whole lot of information to bring to the public to 
  have some serious discussions about looking at 
  implementing some of these possible projects that have 
  always been on the books that could potentially be very 
  significant to Coastal Louisiana.  
           And then finally we're looking at solidifying our 
  base.  So we've been around for about five years.  It's 
  very difficult to set up a new agency.  It's difficult to 
  set up a new anything.  We have a total of about 165 
  people, but we know that are in it for the long-term.  The 
  thing in this landscape, our issues dealing with coastal 
  protection and restoration, are going to be needed to be 
  addressed for as long as the communities are here.  So we 
  want to be sure that we're putting in the monitoring 
  devices and that we're managing our data.  We're making it 
  available to the public in a way that it can be utilized 
  to our best benefit.  So when dollars are available, we 
  can put those dollars to the best possible use.  
           A lot of folks say, "So what have you done?  
  You've been around for about five years.  What is the 
  progress you've made?"  
           I can't show it to you.  This gives you a look, a 
  one-pager, of the activities that have occurred with the 
  Coastal Protection Restoration Authority.  So this goes 
  back to when we were established in January of 2008.  The 
  top is on the restoration projects, and the bottom is on 
  the protection projects.  So we've implemented about 31 
  coastal restoration projects, $860 million worth of 
  projects.  We currently have our largest period of coastal 
  restoration construction in the State's history ongoing 
  today.  In total, we have 20 projects in coastal 
  restoration under construction, a total of about $505 
  million.  Those are projects that are let.  Those are bids 
  that have been let.  
           Construction is ongoing with those activities.  
  We anticipate in the next six months an additional 12 
  projects will be bid.  In fiscal year '15, we have an 
  additional 9 projects.  So we're looking at getting -- 
  toward the end of fiscal year '15 we likely will have 
  constructed a total of about $2.1 billion of coastal 
  restoration projects.  We very much want to keep up this 
  momentum as we move forward, and the fiscal year '15 
  Annual plan is a piece of that.
           On the protection side, obviously y'all have 
  heard to death entirely too much about all of the work 
  that's going to Hurricane Protection System around the 
  greater New Orleans area.  It is quite a system that is 
  there, but there's also been investments elsewhere in the 
  state where, again, largely a lot of it has been in the 
  southeast.  But whether it's on the west shore or LaRose 
  to Gold Meadow or Morganza the Gulf, we've had significant 
  investments in those systems as well.  
           Here's a snapshot of what that work looks like.  
  We often find it's very difficult to get to these 
  projects.  You can't drive there.  So we always try to 
  give people a little bit of an idea of what the scale is.  
  This right here is $1.3 billion worth of work.  So what 
  you're seeing in the orange are the burrow areas where we 
  took the sand from.  And then the brown, the little brown 
  dots are actually the areas that we've been able to 
  influence.  So with that $1.3 billion we've been able to 
  influence a little more than about 13-square miles of 
  land.  That's taken a tremendous amount of effort.  And 
  going back to that 16-square miles of land that we're 
  losing a year, you can imagine the amount of effort that's 
  in front of us to just be able to stay on top of the ball.
           We're going to walk through some of the projects.  
  And I'm glad that this one came up first because this is 
  the first time that it's really been appropriate.  You're 
  going to see projects all the way across the coast.  So 
  just keep remembering this one as we work through here.  
  This project, actually, we're really proud that it's under 
  construction.  For those of you that have been involved 
  with project, know a lot of the struggles.
           It was really hard, not because of where the sand 
  was coming from or that it was difficult to place the sand 
  on the beach, but there was a tremendous amount of land 
  owners that were in this region that needed to be cleared.  
  And it took a whole lot of effort by not only our entity, 
  by the locals, to get this done.  There were definitely 
  days when we were working through there where I was 
  questioning whether we were ever going to get this project 
  under construction.  But it is under construction.  If you 
  haven't been out there, here is not the most recent shot, 
  but here is a look at some of the progress that we've been 
  making on this shore line.
           Some of the other projects, one of the things 
  you'll find in our Master Plan and our Annual Plans is 
  that there's not just one type of project.  It's not just 
  rebuilding barrier islands or barrier shore lines or 
  inland shores.  It's a utilization of both sand and rocks.  
  Here is Freshwater Bayou Banks Stabilization Project 
  that's on about seven miles -- projected to be on about 
  seven miles of the bayou.  This is a CIAP program project 
  that should go to construction later at the end of this 
  month or probably toward the beginning of next month.
           Some of the other projects that we have ongoing, 
  this a CWPPRA-funded project.  We acknowledge we don't 
  have all of the answers.  One of the reasons we update the 
  Master Plan every five years is because we're constantly 
  learning, not only new techniques.  But we're learning 
  about the dynamic coast.  This actually a program where 
  we're trying out different types of shore line protection 
  mechanisms.  We know that there are certain places where 
  we can't put rocks, not on the southwest portion of the 
  coast, but more on the southeast where it's very, very 
  soft sediment.  So you drop rocks in and you put rocks on 
  top of rocks.  So here we're looking at a place where 
  there is perhaps other technologies that could be utilized 
  to protect that shore line.  
           Here is a floodgate project.  This is the actual 
  structure at that floodgate project.  Obviously the 
  Morganza the Gulf Project is a huge point of emphasis, not 
  only for this administration, but for the CPRA.  We've 
  been pursuing about $315 million worth of projects in this 
  region.  Part of those are the Bubba Dove Floodgate and 
  quite a few levees.  
           The Caminada Headland Beach and Dune project, 
  this is a project that was funded through both State and 
  CIAP funds to the tune of about $70 million.  We're very 
  excited about this project because it's one of the last 
  pieces in the Barataria Basin barrier shore line.  It's 
  very similar to the Cameron shore line project.  Just keep 
  thinking about the Cameron shore line project.  And it 
  looks very, very similar as well.  
           Mississippi Long Distance Sediment Pipeline, one 
  of the things that's under pinning of the Master Plan is 
  focusing on sediment sources that aren't inland.  They are 
  sediment sources that are either from the river or 
  sediment sources that are off shore.  That's what we're 
  using in the Cameron shore line project.  That's what 
  we're using in Caminada.
           The Mississippi River is another great source of 
  that sediment.  We first pumped sand from the river for a 
  coastal restoration project that finished about four years 
  ago.  It's the Bayou Dupont.  We've been back to that 
  river since the Bayou Dupont, we've actually pumped 
  sediment 22 miles out to barrier islands.  We've also 
  currently pumping in the Lake Hermitage project, which is 
  coming up.  And then this project, which is -- the bid has 
  been let.  The construction -- the equipment should show 
  up in the next few months.  
           Here is the Lake Hermitage project.  We heard 
  about the Early Restoration Plan earlier through the Draft 
  Early Restoration Plan.  That was part three.  As part of 
  the Draft Early Restoration Plan I, this NRDA-filled area 
  in the bottom here was one of the projects that was 
  improved there that we're currently constructing.  This is 
  more or less what it looks like today.  
           The Greater New Orleans Hurricane Protection 
  System, this is a project that the Corps of Engineers has 
  been constructing.  It's really incredible.  It really 
  kind of -- the features on this thing can truly show you 
  what can be done with today's new technology when dollars 
  are released and folks are asked to do something really, 
  really big.  A lot of the features were drawn on a napkin 
  and went from design to construction very quickly.  The 
  expertise that is in this area and Coastal Louisiana and 
  elsewhere is tremendous for this type of thinking.  Here's 
  a look at some of those different features. 
           Here's another rock shore line protection 
  project.  This one actually uses what we call soft core 
  rock.  This is around the Biloxi marsh going -- so you're 
  going out east of the New Orleans area and the Lake Borgne 
  area.  So look at some of that work.
           Here is what's inside the Fiscal Year '15 Plan.  
  There's a total expenditure of about $668 million.  Those 
  expenditures are fairly well spread between construction.  
  We're looking at about $416 million of construction in 
  fiscal year '15 as well as dollars toward engineering and 
  designing the next round of projects and planning the 
  projects that are even the round after that one.  So we're 
  pretty excited about the span of the investments so that 
  we're not just looking at construction but also 
  engineering and design and planning future projects. 
           Our total operating cost for the CPRA is about 8 
  percent of our total budget or about $54 million.  We do 
  anticipate as we move forward we'll see more and more 
  expenditures into the operations and maintenance and 
  monitoring side of the program.  
           Here's a look at what those look like.  So these 
  polygons aren't necessarily the projects that are under 
  construction.  But these are the projects that are being 
  invested in, in the fiscal year '15.  So the big grayed 
  out area is the Southwest Coast, the study plan.  But the 
  individual projects are designated here as well.  You can 
  see at the bottom there is a combination of funding 
  sources, whether they are CWPPRA projects, whether they 
  are core authorized projects or the Water Resources 
  Development Act, State surplus projects, CDBG projects or 
  other types of funding sources.  There's the Central 
  Coast, and here's the Southeast. 
           Inside the Annual Plan you'll find lots of 
  tables.  We have attempted to break out all of the 
  information in the appendices.  So if you open up to 
  Appendix B, you'll actually see each individual project 
  labeled by program, and you can see the expenditures for 
  those individual projects.  You will find all of the 
  expenditures there.  As you move into the plan, you'll see 
  them rolled up in different ways.  And so this is the 
  large summary table of the project expenditures.  We start 
  with the project revenues.  So you'll see the project 
  revenues, and then you'll see the project expenditures.  
           CPRA doesn't get funding from the general fund.  
  We are funded by programs.  So we're given dollars for a 
  specific purpose.  So like the Coastal Impact Assistance 
  Program, those dollars came to us with a set of guidelines 
  and then we implement those projects within those 
  guidelines.  So you see the revenues here, whether they're 
  the CIAP projects or the GOMESA projects.  You'll see the 
  expenditures reflected typically in that same like on the 
  total project expenditures.
           Our reoccurring revenue is the CPR Trust Fund 
  Annual Revenue.  That is a revenue -- an oil and gas 
  revenue that we receive each year.  It's typically to the 
  tune of somewhere between $30 and $35 million.  That's 
  what we utilize to operate our program off of.  And then 
  everything else are program expenditures as we move 
  forward.  
           Here's a look at the expenditures that match up 
  with those revenues.  Here's a look at the programmatic 
  expenditures.  So going back to establishing some of those 
  foundational pieces, we're starting to put a lot more 
  emphasis in making sure that we're putting the appropriate 
  amount of dollars toward the monitoring activities and 
  those data management activities or the modeling that is 
  needed to make sure that the next Master Plan is built on 
  the knowledge that we've been able to gain over time as 
  well as advance the suites of models that we develop for 
  the previous master plan.  
           And that's all I've got.  I look forward to your 
  comments.  And, again, if you haven't had time to digest 
  all of this, we do hope that you'll download the document, 
  take it home and/or contact us at some point with your 
  comments.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  So that was a lot of 
  information.  But there's a very good handout.  And the 
  handout includes all of that information.  So there are 
  copies here for you.  Please pick up one on your way out 
  if you did not pick one up, as it is very good 
  information.  If you have a specific question, this is not 
  the time to ask that specific question.  Just as in the 
  first phase of comment, this is a comment portion of the 
  State's Annual Plan.  
           As in the first public comment period, speakers 
  will be given three minutes to deliver their comments.  
  When you begin speaking, that monitor will give you a 
  fresh three minutes.  And when it goes down to two and a 
  half minutes, it will turn a faint yellow.  And when it 
  hits three minutes, it will be red.  At that point, if you 
  would be so kind as to wrap up your comments.  And when 
  you begin to speak, if you will, state your name.  And if 
  you're representing an organization, please state the name 
  of that organization.  
           So I'd like to introduce those individuals who 
  will be at the State's listener's table.  You've heard 
  from Mr. Kyle Graham already; we also have Mr. Robert 
  Routon, chief project manager division, CPRA; Mr. Joe 
  Wyble, project management administrator, CPRA; Mr. Pat 
  Landrieu, regional operations manager, CPRA; and Mr. Chip 
  Kline, who has be introduced, director of the Office of 
  the Governor Coastal Activities.  These individuals are 
  here to hear from you.
           We have a few cards completed.  Are there any 
  other individuals who would like to make comment on the 
  State's Annual Plan who did not put their name on one of 
  these white cards?  If you will, just raise your hand, we 
  will get one of these white cards to you.  Anyone who 
  anticipates making public comment who has not put their 
  name on one of these white cards, at any time, please feel 
  free to do so.  
           The first individual is Ms. Shirley Gray.  
           (Inaudible response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  We will let Mr. Monroe 
  Gray go first.  And if you'll just state your name and if 
  you're representing an organization.
           MONROE GRAY:  I'm a commercial fisherman.  I live 
  in Cameron Parish.  You know, all of this is mighty 
  impressive.  But I didn't hear one thing about the impact 
  that might happen with these projects.  We got weirs in 
  Cameron.  That's what we locally call them.  And they're 
  killing the fishing industry.  We keep talking and we keep 
  talking and nobody listens.  
           Now you got more projects.  Kind of impressive.  
  But how about the fishermen?  You want to save the marsh.  
  You want to save the wetlands.  But how about what's in 
  it?  I been fishing since 1965.  Y'all take no 
  consideration of the fishermen.  We talk all the time.  
  Nobody listens.  The weirs are killing Cameron Parish.  
  They were put in, in 1986.  More or less what you're going 
  to do up and down the coast. 
           You know, they got a Act, Fish and Wildlife 
  Coordination Act of 1934.  And it states that if you go 
  into any place, federal or state, and modify any 
  structure, stream or anything, you have to do an impact 
  study on what it might do to the species.  They didn't do 
  it in '86.  And I haven't heard anybody talk about doing 
  it now.  And I think it's about time to take the fishermen 
  into consideration.  That Act says we have equal time.  We 
  should be considered equal to any project, not just 
  because we're fishermen, but because it's the law.  Look 
  it up.  1934.  But it's still in effect.
           You take no consideration of the -- you know, 
  from I-10 south, from the east to the west, it's fishing, 
  commercial, recreational.  Whatever it is, it's fishing.  
  I fished all the way to Bretton Sound to Port Arthur plus 
  the whole Gulf Coast.  Nothing is being done to listen to 
  the fishermen.  CPRA will not listen to anybody.  Those 
  control structures; I know they wasn't designed to do what 
  they're doing.  I understand that.  But if you make a 
  mistake, look at it and fix it.  You fixed the Mississippi 
  Gulf Outlet canal.  You remember that?  You fixed it.  You 
  dug it.  It cost billions of dollars.  Then you found out 
  it wasn't no good.  You filled it up.  I been up it.  I 
  got a lot more to say, bull I'll let it go.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Gray.  Next 
  speaker, Mrs. Shirley Gray.
           SHIRLEY GRAY:  My name is Shirley Gray, and I'm 
  in the commercial shrimping industry.  This Act that he's 
  talking about, it says, "The Fish and Wildlife 
  Coordination Act of the United States was enacted March 
  10th, 1934 to protect fish and wildlife when federal 
  actions result in the control or modification of a natural 
  stream or body of water.  The Act provides the basic 
  authority for the involvement of the United States Fish 
  and Wildlife Service and evaluates impacts to fish and 
  wildlife from proposed water resource development 
  projects."
           Y'all, what you're doing down at Holly Beach is 
  great.  We need our beach saved and the rocks that were 
  put on the west side of Holly Beach.  But the water 
  control structures that were put in, I don't know if any 
  of you had anything to do with it.  But you need to go 
  back and you need to look.  They're destroying the 
  commercial fishing industry in Cameron.  And it's not only 
  commercial.  It's sports fishing.  A few years back when 
  we had the freeze, they wouldn't open the structures and 
  let anything out.  And red fish was frozen behind those 
  water control structures.  And something needs to be done.  
           Dr. Bill Hurkey is a biologist.  He tried to tell 
  them those weirs would not work that way.  And they just 
  passed it off like nothing.  
           When Cameron Parish wanted that, they wanted it 
  designed different.  But the Corps of Engineers came in 
  and said, "No, we're going to do it the way we want it or 
  you don't get any money to save anything."  
           But they opened and the let -- they let the 
  (inaudible) in.  But when it's time for the shrimp to 
  naturally migrate out, they don't open them.  And they 
  have what they call the Bar canal that they dug.  And No 
  Name is on the south end where shrimp naturally migrate -- 
  shrimp, crabs, naturally migrate.  That is a fixed wier.  
  It will not open.  It goes over the top, and shrimp are on 
  the bottom moving out.  Y'all need to check that.  
           And something needs to be done about it to save 
  our way of life in Cameron Parish.  It's a disaster.  When 
  it first started, it didn't really show an impact.  But as 
  the years have gone on at No Name, the Bar canal is 
  silting up.  So there is a man -- this is hearsay.  But 
  where there's smoke, there's fire -- with a cast net 
  caught more shrimp in a week than we can catch in the six 
  months that we fish.  He had more dollars in a week 
  throwing a cast net at No Name because the shrimp bunch up 
  there and can't move.  Because they don't run up against 
  this embankment and say, Oh, it's the wrong way, and go 
  back and find the natural way out.  They naturally migrate 
  south.  
           And if y'all could look into it, take some of 
  these monies and do some kind of investigation to do 
  something with these water control structures to save our 
  way of life, it would be greatly appreciated.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mrs. Gray.  Next 
  speaker is Mr. Trettglo.  He's gone.  He's gone.  
           Are there any other individuals -- we have a few 
  more speakers -- who would like to make public comment 
  tonight who needs a white card?
           Captain George Ricks, Save Louisiana Coalition, 
  next speaker.
           CAPTAIN GEORGE RICKS:  Evening, gentlemen.  And 
  thank y'all for having us here and holding this meeting.  
  And y'all must be getting tired of seeing me.  
           My name is Captain George Ricks.  I'm president 
  of the Save Louisiana Coalition.  We're a non-profit 
  organization representing commercial and recreational 
  fishing industries and coastal communities.  And we -- our 
  goal is the responsibility of the coast, but also 
  protection of the fishing and the seafood industry.  
           I can deeply sympathize with Mr. Gray and 
  Mrs. Gray.  Sometimes I feel like the fishermen are 
  treated like second-class citizens.  I'm -- Mr. Graham, 
  I'm pleased to hear, as you said, about you're doing 
  socioeconomic and fishery studies because that's the first 
  time I've heard of it, is tonight.  Recently, y'all got 
  $67.9 million in the first round of BP fines.  And you 
  took $40 million of that and dedicated that to the 
  engineer and design of Myrtle Road Diversion, which is 
  going to have a devastating effect of the fisheries in 
  Barataria Basin.
           Usually I hope on diversions.  That's our main 
  concern, but it's not just our only concern.  What this 
  gentleman said, here in this neck of the woods, coastal 
  restoration projects, we all know we're losing land at an 
  enormous rate.  Ninety percent of the marsh loss in the 48 
  continental United States is in Louisiana.  We know that's 
  happening.  We're losing 16 and a half square miles a 
  year.  I appreciate what the mayor said tonight talking 
  about the culture and the heritage that is Louisiana.  And 
  what that culture and heritage is to Louisiana is the 
  fishing communities.
           Now, we can spend all these millions of dollars 
  finding out how many particles of sand is in the river, 
  how the river is going to react to diversions, where the 
  water is going to go.  But nobody is concerned about the 
  people that are on the outfall side of these diversions 
  and the marsh creation projects, just like this gentleman 
  said.
           The commercial fishing industry is a $4.1 
  billion-dollar-a-year industry.  It provides $350 million 
  dollars in state and local tax revenues.  This state is 
  considered the Sportsman's Paradise.  If we lose our 
  fishing communities, what good is mud?  What good is 
  building land if there is nobody to be on it?  If we lose 
  a culture and heritage that is Louisiana, there is no 
  sense in building land.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Captain Ricks.  At 
  this time, are there any others who would like to make 
  public comment on the State's Draft Annual Plan 2015?
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Are there any others?
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  I want to remind you that there 
  are multiple ways to make public comment prior to February 
  19th.  You can go to the state's web site, 
  www.coastal.la.gov; you can send an e-mail to Mr. Chuck; 
  you can mail in to a P.O. Box; there are multiple ways to 
  get your comments.  We really want you to spread this 
  information that you've heard tonight and get individuals 
  to make public comment.  It is extremely important.  
           On behalf of the CPRA and all of the State and 
  the Federal individuals working on these projects, we 
  thank you for your time tonight.  These subject matter 
  experts will be here until the last person leaves.  If you 
  have any specific questions, there's additional 
  information in the rear of the room.  Thank you very much.  
  And take some cookies with you, most importantly.  Good 
  night. 
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