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              (The following meeting was held:)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  My name is Perry Franklin, and I 
  will be serving as your facilitator tonight.  Tonight's 
  meeting is special in that -- in that, there are two 
  distinct parts of tonight's meeting.  The first portion of 
  tonight's meeting will provide you with an overview, an 
  update, of Louisiana's Draft Fiscal Year 2015 Annual Plan.  
  The update will be immediately followed by an opportunity 
  for you, the public, to provide comments, if you desire to 
  do so. 
           The second portion of tonight's meeting will be 
  an update on the Draft Programmatic and Phase III Early 
  Restoration Plan and Draft Early Restoration Programmatic 
  Environmental Impact Statement -- that's a mouth full -- 
  related to the Deepwater Horizon BP Oil Spill.
           The second presentation will also be followed by 
  an opportunity for you to provide public comment, if you 
  so desire.  To recap, there will be two presentations each 
  with their own public comment portion.  
           To formerly kick us off tonight, I'd like to 
  invite Mr. Jerome Zeringue, Executive Director of the 
  Louisiana Coastal Protection Restoration Authority, to get 
  us started.  
           JEROME ZERINGUE:  Thank you, everyone.  Again, on 
  behalf of the State, we appreciate you all coming out here 
  tonight, a very important part of the process.  I also 
  want to thank -- we have Representative Leopold and 
  Representative Miller here.  And also we have Zach Monroe 
  from Senator Landrieu's office.  And thank you for their 
  participation in showing up, which ultimately is going to 
  be what we are going to present to them. 
           As you know, the process is essentially we're 
  meeting here tonight.  We have a meeting in Thibodeaux 
  tomorrow.  Then we're going to Lake Charles.  There'll be 
  a public comment period through the 19th.  And we may not 
  always agree, but it is a critical aspect in terms of how 
  we develop and make our recommendations.  It is the public 
  participation and stake holder involvement.  It does make 
  a difference, and we thank you all for coming here 
  tonight.  
           So with that I'd like to turn it over to Perry.  
  And, again, thank y'all for coming.  And, please, have 
  your comments, read the plan, and provide comments both 
  here tonight -- but if you don't provide comments tonight, 
  you will have until the 19th to provide those comments; 
  and thank you all for coming.  Perry.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Zeringue.  
  Following the State's presentation, again, there will be a 
  time for you to make public comment.  In order to make 
  public comment, all you need to do is to just put your 
  name on this white card to make public comment.  Those 
  cards will be given to me, and I will call you up in the 
  order that the cards are completed.  At any time during 
  the next 20, 30 minutes, you see something on the 
  presentation that triggers a comment from you, please just 
  raise your hand; and we know what that means.  We will get 
  a white card over to you, and those cards will be brought 
  up me when the presentation is concluded.  So let's get 
  started.  
           As you can see, we have a court reporter with us 
  tonight.  Ms. Jessica Davis is here.  She will ensure that 
  your comments are accurately captured for the record.  We 
  also have a sign language interpreter, Ms. Laura, with us.  
           Are there any individuals with us tonight in the 
  room that's in need of sign language assistance.  Is there 
  anyone in the room tonight that's in need of sign language 
  assistance.  
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Laura.  
           Before proceeding, if I could have everyone 
  silence their cell phones and ask that you take all 
  personal conversations to the outside area so as to 
  respect your fellow participants.  When you walked in, 
  there were handouts of the State's Draft Plan.  This is a 
  lot of great information and has been printed for your 
  pleasure.  I invite you to pick one of these up on the way 
  out if you did not pick one up on the way in.  Let's not 
  waste any time.  Let's go ahead and get started. 
           At this time I'd like to introduce the State's 
  presenter, Mr. Kyle Graham, Deputy Executive Director, 
  Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority for the State 
  of Louisiana.  Mr. Graham.
           KYLE GRAHAM:  Thank y'all for coming out.  It's 
  always an exciting time of year for CPRA as we start to 
  look foward to the future expenditures.  I say that on the 
  first of the five presentations we're going to be giving 
  the next three days.  So maybe by the fifth one it won't 
  be so exciting any more.  But it does give us a little bit 
  of a chance to reflect on things that have been done, 
  things that are going on, and kind of more or less where 
  we're headed.  Here's the outline of the various meetings 
  that we've got over the next few days.  
           The Draft Plan was posted on the web site on the 
  9th of this month.  It's out for public comment right now.  
  Essentially, the process is we've got a series of public 
  meetings.  We will then take all of -- the comment period 
  will close.  We'll take all of those comments.  We'll 
  incorporate -- then we'll evaluate the Plan and 
  incorporate them into the Plan and then present it back to 
  the CPRA Board for approval before we send it to the 
  legislature.  So the Draft Plan or the Annual Plan is 
  approved by the State legislature each year.  So we'll go 
  through the public process with all of the comments, 
  submit it to the CPRA Board; the Board will approve, and 
  then we'll submit it up to the legislature for their 
  approval this next session.
           The reason we do our Annual Plan is that it is 
  largely goverened by the statute.  The statute requires us 
  to do two things:  1)  develop a Master Plan.  And many of 
  you are familiar with the Coastal Master Plan.  The very 
  first Coastal Master Plan came out in 2007.  It was 
  updated in 2012.  We are required to update that Master 
  Plan at least every five years.  
           The Annual Plan is the subset of the Master Plan.  
  The Annual Plan gets into the details of how we're going 
  about spending our dollars and implementing the various 
  projects of the Master Plan.  And so what you'll see 
  inside of the Annual Plan is not only what we're looking 
  at spending in fiscal year '15, but we're required to put 
  a three-year budget in there, as well as it talks about 
  the implementation of the various projects in the 
  assessment of the overall program. 
           If I were to sumerate (sic) -- give you a little 
  bit of a summary of what's in the fiscal year 2015 Annual 
  Plan, it's a combination of things.  For many of you who 
  are familiar with our program, we were very fortunate when 
  we were stood up in 2008 to receive dollars whether they 
  were from the State through surplus funds or they were the 
  Coastal Impact Assistance Program or the CDBG program that 
  is a result of the multiple hurricanes.  And so were 
  wrapping up a lot of those expenditures.  A lot of those 
  projects are ongoing right now in construction phases or 
  the final ones, say the CIAP program, the Costal Impact 
  Assessment Program.  There's one additional project that 
  we're looking at kicking off in this next year. 
           And then we're kind of transitioning into 
  starting new programs.  Many of you are very familiar and 
  intimate with the overall oil spill from the Deepwater 
  Horizon event.  There's the Natural Resources Damage 
  Assessment, dollars that have been made available through 
  the early NRDA funding.  We're going to talk about some of 
  that in the second portion of tonight.  There's a Restore 
  Act funding that I know Justin Arinworth, the executive 
  director of the Restore Act -- the Restore Council is here 
  tonight.  We're hopeful that that funding is going to be 
  coming out in the next 12 to 18 months that we'll begin 
  spending on.  And then there is the National Fish and 
  Wildlife Foundation dollars that were part of the 
  settlement associated with the Deepwater Horizon event.  
           Then finally were starting to really transition 
  out of some of the easier, smaller projects that we have 
  been doing for the last 20 or 30 years here in coastal 
  Louisiana and starting to focus on some of the larger 
  projects.  Last year we started investing dollars and 
  really starting to understand the feasibility and 
  understanding the complexity of implementing some of these 
  game-changing projects in coastal Louisiana.  
           We spent the last 20 or 30 years placing sand and 
  reconstructing our coast.  We have not yet started to 
  address some of the underlying issues of our coast.  As 
  many of you are aware, we've been losing about 16-square 
  miles a year.  To be able to offset that, we're looking at  
  dredging about $2 billion a year.  We're not so sure 
  that's sustainable.  And so we're starting to look at some 
  of the projects that could potentially slow down that land 
  loss rate so that we don't need to dredge $2 billion 
  dollars a year so we can by down some of that time and 
  maybe change that 16 square miles down to 8 square miles.  
           Some of those projects that have -- that have 
  been proposed to scientific and engineering community have 
  been implemented in coastal Louisiana over time have been 
  sediment diversion projects whether their off the 
  Mississippi River or the Atchafalaya, the Calcasieu Ship 
  Channel Salinity Control structure as well as the Houma 
  Navigation Canal Lock complex.  
           Another project that we're starting to put a lot 
  more emphasis in is -- many of you are familiar with the 
  long distance sediment pipeline that has been pumping out 
  to the Bayou DuPont area.  We are starting to put dollars 
  into investing a similar pipeline to the east that would 
  go out to toward the Lake Borgne shoreline area in the 
  Golden Triangle.  So not only are we finishing up a whole 
  round of projects, but we're really starting to put an 
  emphasis on investigating some of the these larger complex 
  more complex projects that could be difference makers in 
  our coast.  
           And then finally as we did last year we're really 
  starting to focus on our foundation.  Last year we 
  announced the start of an adaptive management program with 
  a larger emphasis on monitoring, gathering that data.  We 
  know that we're in for the long haul.  This is a 50-year 
  program at least.  We live in engineered landscape.  Its 
  going to be much longer than that.  We know that this is a 
  program that needs to go on for as long as we choose to 
  live in this engineered landscape.  So investing in those 
  monitoring devices investing in the data so that we're 
  sure that when we make decisions we're making as smart 
  decisions as we possibly can, really starting to put an 
  emphasis on that foundation as part of the Master Plan as 
  well. 
           A lot of folks say, "So where are you, Coastal 
  Protection Restoration Authority, employee?  What have you 
  done?"  As those of you that are aware, the Coastal 
  Protection Restoration Authority was originally set up as 
  a board of directors post Hurricane Katrina.  And then the 
  implementation arm was formed in 2008.  So this is really 
  a one-page look at everything that we've done and what it 
  is that we're looking at progressing.  This is something 
  we take a lot of pride in.  Hopefully, those of you that 
  have been associated with the program can take pride in 
  this as well.  
           To date, since 2008 -- and this goes all the way 
  through fiscal year 2015 -- we've constructed 31 coastal 
  restoration projects, a total of $860 million worth of 
  projects.  Currently, right now we are in the middle of 
  the largest restoration construction boom in the State's 
  history.  We have over $505 million of projects under 
  construction today.  That is BIZLET most of those have 
  equipment mobilized on them.  We're anticipating between 
  now and July 1 letting an additional 12 projects to the 
  tune of about $273 million.  And in fiscal year '15 the 
  Plan contains an additional nine projects that we're 
  looking at going into construction for a tune of about 
  $467 million.  So we're looking at ideally by the end of 
  fiscal year '15 having constructed over $2.1 billion 
  dollars of coastal restoration projects.  
           If you like at those projects, by far the vast 
  majority of the dollars are spent in barrier island 
  restoration as well as marsh creation.  And those of you 
  that are familiar with the Barataria Basin have seen a lot 
  of that work.  We've rebuilt Pelican Island, Schofield 
  Island, Shell East.  We're going to work on Shell West.  
  We're going to work on Cheniere Ronquille.  We've rebuilt 
  East Grand Tier, West Grand Tier.  The work on Grande Isle 
  as well as the work that's ongoing and on Caminada.  So 
  there's been a lot of emphasis on rebuilding those barrier 
  islands, rebuilding the marsh projects as well.  
           And then on the protection side, we're looking at 
  an investment of about $11.2 billion.  Something of 
  interest to note here:  We're only currently tracking 
  about $8.7 billion in that Hurricane Protection system.  
  We know that there is quite a bit of additional 
  investments there but there's an addition of about $2.4 
  billion in other hurricane protection projects, whether 
  that is in the Morganza to the Gulf or the Larose to 
  Golden Meadow effort.  
           All right.  So here's a little bit of what that 
  looks like when we talk about the movement of the sediment 
  this is a map showing just the dredging projects in the 
  central southeast of Louisiana.  So what you're looking at 
  here are all of the projects that we've been implementing 
  either have constructed or under construction or yet to be 
  bid in the central and southeast since 2008.  
           This represents about $1.3 billion worth of work 
  that is placed on about 13 square miles of landscape.  So 
  when you start to think about the level of work that is 
  done here to date and you put that in, in contrast with 
  that, we're loosing about 16 square miles a year.  You get 
  a feel of the level of dredging that would be needed if we 
  we're just to break even under just the dredging program.  
  I'm looking at about -- and, again, getting back to that 
  estimate of $2 billion a year; hence, the reason that 
  we're starting to look at and evaluate some of these 
  larger, more complex projects.  
           Here's some of the projects that are currently 
  underway.  Some of you are very familiar with the Cameron 
  Parish Shoreline Project, a project that was originally 
  funded by State surplus funds.  It's currently under 
  construction.  Here's a little look at the progress to 
  date.  The Freshwater Bayou Bank Stabilization Project, 
  this is a CIAP project going back to what is inside the 
  Master Plan.  We recognize that it's not just one tool 
  that we're utilizing to restore our coast.  It's not a 
  Barrier Island's only or a marsh restoration only.  We're 
  actually using a combination of both marsh creation 
  activities as well as this is a rock stabilization or a 
  bank stabilization project.  This bank stabilization is on 
  about seven miles of the Bayou.  We're anticipating this 
  project should go to construction or bid later this month, 
  if not early February.  
           Then one of things that we've been investing in 
  and looking at are some of the new and innovative 
  technologies.  We don't think that we have all of the 
  answers.  We don't think that we will have all of the 
  answers tomorrow.  And so there's been all sorts of 
  programs, whether it's been our innovative technology 
  program that we're looking at CPRA, or this is a project 
  through KWPPRA, where their looking at demonstrating 
  various non-rock alternatives, other ways we can possibly 
  protect the shoreline other than utilizing rocks that, 
  perhaps, could be to heavy in that area or the substrate 
  or the places it's suitable.  And this is a project that 
  is in construction.  Its funded through the KWPPRA 
  program.
           There's a flood protection project, the Franklin 
  Floodgate Sinkable Barge and Pump Station.  This is a 
  project that's funded through CDBG funds.  Here's a look 
  at one of the components of that overall project.  
           There's a Morganza the Gulf Project.  This 
  project, since 2008 we've been pursuing about $315 million 
  of different features, whether those are portions of the 
  levee or portions of the Bubba Dove Floodgate or its 
  investments in Houma Navigation Canal Lock and Dam 
  Structure.  Here's some looks at some of the process on 
  that project.  
           Caminada Headland Beach and Dune Restoration 
  Project.  This is a pretty significant effort.  It's a 
  rather long headland.  This portion is just what we're 
  referring to as the first increment of that headland.  
  It's a $70.7 million project.  It's actually a 
  combination.  We were able to bring two revenue streams -- 
  one, State surplus funds as well as CIAP dollars together 
  to work on this project.  It's currently under 
  construction.  Here's a look at some of the progress of 
  that project.
           This is a project that'll be very close to here 
  under construction soon.  We let the bid on this about a 
  month ago.  We have the preconstruction meeting with the 
  contractors either this week or next week to actually lay 
  down what the time line would look like.  The first phase 
  of the Bayou Dupont Project was the very first time we 
  pumped reverine sediment solely for the purpose of 
  restoration in coastal Louisiana.  And that was about four 
  or five years ago.
           We started engineering this, the long distance 
  sediment pipeline, really trying to be foward thinking.  
  We started working on it about three or four years ago.  
  We then lumped it together with an additional Bayou Dupont 
  project that was being developed under KWPPRA.  So in 
  total, this is about $102 million project to be pumping 
  sediment from the river.  Going back to the first time, 
  not only are we working here; but you'll see in a second, 
  we're also pumping on the Lake Hermitage project a little 
  south of this area.  
           Here's a look at that Lake Hermitage project.  
  Many of you that have been out into the Barataria Basin 
  have seen this project.  This project has got multiple 
  revenue streams associated.  It was originally a KWPPRA 
  project.  But then when additional dollars came available 
  through the early NRD -- again, we'll be talking about a 
  third phase of the early NRD later today.  But we were 
  able to utilize that to be able to utilize those funds to 
  build an additional portion of this project.  This project 
  is under construction today.  Here's some looks of what 
  that looks like.  
           Greater New Orleans Hurricane Protection System, 
  many of you are very familiar with that project.  
  Extremely successful.  Has provided -- is providing the 
  folks inside the hurricane protection system currently 
  with the greatest level of risk reduction that they've 
  ever had in the city.  It's a pretty amazing feature on 
  this overall project.  If you haven't had the opportunity 
  to go out and see things like the Western Closure Complex 
  or the IHNC, I heavily encourage you to do that.
           Here's a look at many of the very different 
  components of that project.  We anticipate this project 
  coming to a close in fiscal year '15.  We are anticipating 
  the Corps of Engineers finishing up many of those 
  individual pieces and beginning the turn over process to 
  the State of Louisiana.
           The Biloxi Marsh Shoreline Project, this is an 
  additional shoreline stabilization project that is 
  currently under control -- construction.  This is a 
  State-funded project.  It's about a $22 million project.  
  Here's a look of some of the work that is the going on in 
  that area.
           So here's a breakdown of what we're looking at in 
  fiscal year '15.  We're looking at about a total 
  expenditure of $668 million.  The majority of those funds 
  are in construction.  That's 62 percent in construction.  
  As we mentioned at the beginning, we're starting to see an 
  uptick in start of the expenditures and looking at those 
  new next wave of projects.  And so you're starting to see 
  a balance of about 10 percent of the funding and planning 
  and about 10 percent of the funding in engineering.  And 
  if we had to draw up the ideal place for our program to 
  be, this is probably about the balance that we're looking 
  at.  About 8 percent of our total of expenditures are in 
  our overall operating coast.  You've got about, again, 62 
  of the majority of the dollars in construction, but a 
  healthy amount in both planing and engineering design to 
  develop those next waves of projects so that we can 
  continue the wave of construction that we've got going on 
  today.
           So if you were to look at all the various 
  projects that are inside the fiscal year '15 starting out 
  in the Southwest, these are the projects we're investing 
  in moving toward the central portion of our coast and, of 
  course, in the southeast where the majority of our 
  projects continue to be.
           Inside the Master Plan there's a lot of various 
  tables trying to give you the details of where does this 
  revenue come from?  What is our projected expenditures 
  going to be?  And then we actually break it down by 
  project by project and program by program so you can see 
  line by line.  These are just the overall summary sheets 
  of where the various revenue streams are.  The CPRA, we're 
  not in the State's budget.  We operate off of a coastal 
  trust fund that we get each year that is to the tune of 
  about $33 million, and then the rest of our dollars come 
  from programs.  Going back to whether that's the Coastal 
  Impact Assistance Program, whether it's dollars through 
  the Natural Resources Damage Assessment or its dollars 
  through the GOMESA, the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
  Act.  So we're given the opportunity to work on the 
  various programs, and that gets tied in with our baseline 
  funding of about $33 million annually.  
           So we're looking at in the fiscal year '15 about 
  $668 million.  And we've got pretty strong certainty on 
  those funds.  When you start to look foward, because of 
  the way that we're funded in the programs, you get 
  increase levels of uncertainty.  But based on what we know 
  today, we are anticipating continued revenue into the out 
  years of fiscal year '16 and fiscal year '17.  Many of you 
  are aware that in fiscal year '17, we're also expecting to 
  get kicked into the next wave of the Gulf of Mexico Energy 
  Security Act, or the GOMESA funds.  We still have not 
  gotten a determination or kind of an estimate from the 
  DOI, the Department of Interior, on what those revenue 
  streams look like.  So we do anticipate an uptick in the 
  funding from GOMESA in fiscal year '17.  
           Here's the various expenditures.  As you would 
  expect, most of the revenue streams from the programs are  
  tied directly to the expenditures in those various 
  programs.  So if it's a NRDA project money coming in, we 
  have NRDA projects going out.  Some of the various other 
  sources in here like the DNR mitigation expenditures or 
  LOSCO mitigation expenditures, those are dollars in 
  dollars out.  We're able to take the dollars from in-lieu 
  fee program or dollars from settlements through the 
  Louisiana office, LOSCO office which I can't -- I should 
  know exactly what that stands for, Caroline -- Louisiana 
  Oil Spill Coordinator's Office -- and use the machinery 
  that we've already got deployed to do additional work.  So 
  if they need X amount wetlands -- acres of wetlands -- we 
  can take those dollars and build on what we're already 
  doing to implement more with the dollars we have.  
           One of the things we talked about at the 
  beginning was really focusing on our foundation and really 
  looking at our adaptive management expenditures and some 
  of our ongoing programs.  Here's a look at fiscal year '15 
  of that investment into the foundation, whether that is 
  into data management or into monitoring activities or the 
  small-scale physical model, which will be going to 
  construction here fairly soon, which would be a neat 
  center for us to really learn a lot about the science and 
  the operations of the Delta and the Coast.
           There's a lot in these tables.  I know it's 
  impossible for you take them all in tonight.  I do hope 
  that you've had the opportunity to either look at them on 
  the web site or you're able to take home one of the books 
  that are in the back and get us some comments based on and 
  feedback after you've had time to really digest everything 
  that is inside of the Annual Plan.
           And that's all I've got for this portion.  Thank 
  you very much for your time.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  We're going to go ahead 
  and move into the public comment portion of the State's 
  Annual Plan.  So thank you, Mr. Graham.  
           If you have specific questions regarding the 
  Annual Plan that you were just given an overview of, now 
  is that time to give those public comments.  There are 
  multiple ways to give your public comment:  You can come 
  forward tonight on the microphone; on the back cover of 
  the draft document that you have there is an e-mail 
  address, there's a web site, and there's even a physical 
  address.  And you have until February 19th to make public 
  comment on the State's Annual Plan that we just heard 
  about.  That's the reason that we are here. 
           If you have a specific question, this is not the 
  time to give a question.  This is the time to give your 
  comment.  If you have a specific question, we have many, 
  many subject -- subject matter experts in the rear of the 
  room.  And they will remain until the end of the evening 
  until everyone is gone to answer your questions.  But, 
  please, when you come forward to the microphone please 
  provide comments only.  Because we have a number of 
  speakers here, we're going to limit the speakers to three 
  minutes.  Some people have driven many miles to be here.  
  Tonight we want to give everyone who wishes that 
  opportunity to speak to do so.  Also remember, there is 
  another presentation with another public hearing or public 
  comment portion immediately following this segment.  So 
  we're going to be here for a little bit more time.
           I will call individuals up two at a time.  If 
  you're the first person, if you'll come on up to the 
  microphone give your name.  And if your representing an 
  organization, please give the name of the organization 
  that you're representing.  If you're not representing an 
  organization, just simply give your name for the record, 
  as our court reporter is typing as you speak.  You'll look 
  towards the comment table, not me.  I'm just a 
  facilitator.  You'll look towards the individuals that I'm 
  going to introduce in just a moment who will be receiving 
  your public comment, and you'll proceed at the microphone.  
           This monitor that you see at the table is going 
  to be our timer.  It's going to give everyone who speaks 
  up to three minutes.  It's going to be green for the first 
  two and a half minutes.  When it turns yellow, you're 
  going to be needing to wrap it up that's the last 30 
  seconds.  If it turns, red I will ask you to please take 
  your seat in respect for the next person.  And everyone 
  will get a fresh three minutes on that timer.  To receive 
  your comments at the listener's table, we have Mr. Kyle 
  Graham, who you have all ready heard from; Mr. Robert 
  Routon, Chief Project Management Division CPRA; Mr. Joe 
  Wyble, Project Manager, CPRA; and one other gentlemen. 
           KYLE GRAHAM:  Jerome Zeringue.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Jerome has joined us also.  And 
  Mr. Jerome Zeringue.  
           Before we begin, are there any other individuals 
  who would like to make public comment who did not fill out 
  one of these white cards and would like to do so?  If 
  you'll just raise your hand, we will get a white card to 
  you at this time.  
           Okay.  Our first two individuals who will make 
  comment on the Louisiana Plan is Mr. John Tesvich, 
  Chairman, Louisiana Oyster Task Force.  If you would come 
  foward.  And followed behind the first speaker, Captain 
  George Ricks, President Save Louisiana Coalition.  If 
  you'll just kind of wait behind him. 
               JOHN TESVICH:  Me first?
               PERRY FRANKLIN:  Yes, sir.
               JOHN TESVICH:  Thank you.  Hello.  Thank 
  you.  I wasn't expecting to be first.  I didn't have time 
  to write all my notes.  But thank you all for coming.  I'm 
  John Tesvich.  I chair the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.  
  And the Louisiana Oyster Task force and the Louisiana 
  Oyster industry has been working with the CPRA staff a 
  number of years from the time we've started.  Jerome also 
  serves on the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.  So I'm glad to 
  have you all here in my hometown, my hometown area.  
           And just for the record this is was a general 
  presentation.  I appreciate that.  But for the record, 
  speaking on behalf of the oyster industry in Plaquemines 
  Parish, in Saint Bernard Parish, in Terrebonne Parish, and 
  throughout the state, the oyster industry has had some 
  major concerns; and we've voiced it at meeting after 
  meeting we've served on at different committees on the 
  Master Plan.  And we have issues with the freshwater 
  diversions.  The large-scale freshwater diversions are 
  going to affect the fisheries and will affect our 
  estuaries along our coastal areas, in particular in 
  Plaquemines and Saint Bernard because we are on -- we're 
  on both sides of the river. 
           And I know in the Master Plan we have the Myrtle 
  Grove Diversion, which is now the Mid-Barataria Diversion 
  is on the fast track.  We're looking at, you know, in a 
  matter of three our four years lot of the funds are 
  going -- not a lot of -- but, you know, a substantial 
  number of funds are going for the engineering and 
  permitting is already ongoing.  Those kinds of projects 
  will cause major displacement.  
           We feel that the State has not done enough to 
  look at what the cost will be to the affected industries.  
  We have stake holders out there, and we feel that the 
  State has to take an accounting of what the displacements 
  will be and put a dollar figure, add that to the cost of 
  this project.  We haven't seen any mitigation plans.  So 
  our industry is in limbo.  We see this project coming.  
  It's barreling toward us in the next few years, but we 
  don't know where we stand.  
           What are we going to do with us?  If you wipe out 
  the West Bank for oysters -- and these you major 
  diversions will wipe out the oyster industry -- it will 
  take 100,000 acres out of production.  The Mid-Barataria 
  Sediment Diversion will take 100,000 acres out of 
  production.  
           And we're looking at the same thing on the East 
  Bank.  There's nothing left for us down here.  So we need 
  to address that, and we hope that you will work with us as 
  we move forward to the 2017 Master Plan, that we have more 
  definition on where we're going with this.  And thank you 
  all.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Tesvich.  Thank 
  you, for your comment.  Before Mr. Ricks comes foward, I'd 
  like to ask the room, again, we've had a few new people 
  join us since we opened tonight's meeting.  Are there any 
  individuals in need of sign language assistance at this 
  time?  Any individuals in need of sign language assistance 
  at this time before we proceed?
           Thank you, Laura.  Following Captain George 
  Ricks, we will have Mr. Clint Guidry.  
           CAPTAIN GEORGE RICKS:  Good evening, ladies and 
  gentlemen.  I'm -- my name is Captain George Ricks.  I'm 
  President of Save Louisiana Coalition, and we represent a 
  commercial and recreational fishing industries in Saint 
  Bernard, Plaquemines Parish, as well as all over the state 
  as well as the restaurant owners, marine owners, tackle 
  store owners, anyone involved in fishing industries.  In 
  the in the 2015 Draft I see over $22 million for the 
  Mid-Barataria Diversion and 10 plus million for the Lower 
  Mississippi Diversion. 
           The CPRA is quick to say that in the Master Plan 
  you're spending 20 million -- 20 billion in dredging and 
  only 4 billion on diversions.  Yet you just received $67.9 
  million from the first round of BP fines and have shuffled 
  40 million of that right to engineering and design in the 
  Myrtle Grove Diversion.  You have not spent one dollar on 
  environmental impact to the fisheries or socioeconomic 
  studies.  
           Listening to General Duke DeLucca of the Corps of 
  Engineers in Baton Rouge last week at the Water Institute 
  of the Gulf meeting, he had a lot to say about 
  reservations about the uncertainties and the effectiveness 
  of diversions building land.  He also said that in the 
  first five to ten years of operating the diversion, there 
  would actually be a high rate of land loss before there 
  are gains.  
           Now, what do we do about storm surge protection 
  in those five to ten years while we're waiting for land to 
  pop up?  Dr. Eugene Turner of LSU said this past weekend 
  at Loyola University at the Dredge Fest Symposium that the 
  CPRA's estimate of land building capabilities of 
  diversions is terribly over exaggerated.  He said your 
  estimates are actually 70 times more than when the river 
  built the Delta over 7,000 years ago.
           All this money being spent on feasibility studies 
  and engineering and design diversions that you may not 
  even get permits to build could be better spent on 
  dredging projects that can build land now.  As the Corps 
  and even CPRA scientist have said, there are many 
  uncertainties with diversions.  There are no uncertainties 
  with dredging.  And as Mr. Graves has often stated many 
  times, we are not in sustainable posture.  We need land 
  now.  Thank you.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Ricks.  Following 
  Mr. Guidry will be Ms. Marisa Escudero.
           CLINT GUIDRY:  Yes.  My name is Clint Guidry.  
  I'm the president of -- president of the Louisiana Shrimp 
  Association, also vice chair of the Louisiana Shrimp Task 
  Force.  I have a seat on behalf of shrimp futuries on the 
  Caernarvon and Davis Pond Diversion Councils.  I did also 
  work on the firmery development team and fisheries focus 
  groups for the 2012 Master Plan.  I've been involved in 
  Master Plan projects for quite a while now.  
           I am on record, and we are on record as the 
  shrimp task force that are opposing these large 
  diversions.  We have some very good projects in this 
  Master Plan.  But we have some real concerns, as my friend 
  John voiced, over the effects these large river diversions 
  will have on the Barataria estuary and the estuaries on 
  the east side of the river.
      Without adequate studies, socioeconomic studies, 
  environmental impact studies, we are on record as 
  opposing.  I know a lot of the money -- matter of fact 
  32.2 million in this 2015 plan is diversion feasibility 
  studies.  Seems like with that amount of money, we could 
  get some pretty good advice.  You know, that's a lot of 
  money.  I have serious concerns over the 20 percent 
  spending out of the 668 million.  That's 133 million point 
  6 million for design, planning, and engineering.  You 
  know, this is one-time money.  And this is -- especially, 
  this is oil spill fine money.  And I have voiced this 
  constantly and consistently in all the meetings -- prior 
  meetings we need to make sure that we are frugal and we do 
  the right thing and we spent it the right direction.  I 
  have real concerns about that.  
           I do plan on doing a written comment -- a formal 
  comment from the Louisiana Shrimp Association online.  So 
  I thank you very much for showing up, and I thank you very 
  much for hearing us.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Guidry.  
  Mr. Scott Eustis also will be next up.  Ms. Escudero.
           MARISA ESCUDERO:  Good evening.  My name is 
  Marisa Escudero.  I'm with the Land Trust for Louisiana.  
  And first of all, I want to thank you very much for having 
  this public meeting and inviting us all to come and 
  comment on the Annual Plan.  
           We are a nonprofit land conservation organization 
  working to protect and preserve our state's natural 
  valuable areas, agriculture lands, and urban green spaces 
  for present and future generations.  
           Kyle, you had mentioned, of course, these 
  projects are about 50 years in length; and it is important 
  to keep into consideration long-term monitoring and 
  stewardship.  And I noticed that there is only 4 percent 
  of the budget allocated for operation maintenance and 
  monitoring.  And I just wanted to go on the record that 
  we're here, and that it is important to keep in 
  consideration not only long-term stewardship but as well 
  as protecting and conserving our existing land that is 
  here in Louisiana.  We are a cash-poor and land-rich 
  state.  And it is very important to preserve our land as 
  it exists currently.  Thank you for your time.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Escudero.  
  Following Mr. Eustis will be Mr. Mike Lane.  Mr. Eustis
           SCOTT EUSTIS:  Hello.  My name is Scott Eustis.  
  I'm the Coastal Wetland Specialist for the Gulf 
  Restoration Network.  Thanks for having us tonight.  
           I have a number of comments about the State's 
  Annual Plan about different things that are going on in 
  the Annual Plan.  I will say it's -- I do think it is hard 
  for are members and the public to digest all of the these 
  documents in the same meeting.  I think we would've 
  preferred a little a separation.  
           It's good to see one item in the Annual Plan, one 
  line item for the nonstructural program flood-proofing 
  homes and planning about what we do with floods besides 
  wetlands and levees is a very important component of the 
  State Master Plan.  But to date, we haven't seen the same 
  emphasis on that part of the plan.  You know coastal 
  flooding happens every year, and insurance problems are 
  happening now.  So only 3 million, you know, for -- in one 
  line item, isn't really, you know, up to the speed that we 
  need on the coast. 
           You know, our initial estimates of priority areas 
  for flood-proofing homes, elevating homes for areas like 
  lower Plaquemines and Lafitte is about $1 billion like 
  across areas that receive repetitive loss.  You know, the 
  Master Plan in total has allocated, I believe, upwards to 
  10 billion to this.  But we haven't seen that happening as 
  fast as coastal communities need to see it.  
           Something we've said and say often for those to 
  whom much is given, much is expected.  There remains a 
  lack of a clear role for the oil and gas industry to pay 
  their debit to Louisiana in the State Master Plan.  The 
  parishes have stepped forward calling oil companies to 
  account.  Levee authorities have stepped forward outlining 
  the role which wetlands where they have been impacted by 
  industry that could -- you know, the industry could play 
  its part.  We never hear from them at these meetings.  
  They're never here.  They get, you know, everything -- 
  they don't have to come to these meetings.  
           There's been recent news about canal restoration 
  and spoil bank restoration.  Canal restoration is part of 
  the Moore Par River reintroduction project as EPA designed 
  it.  And if the State were to do a similar -- to ask a 
  similar project for the other diversions, there's up to 
  7 -- over 7,000 acres of unused canals in western 
  Terrebonne and upper Barataria that could be restored for 
  the sake of hydrological restoration in these areas, since 
  that's the purpose.  So that Moore Par River restoration 
  model is followed.  
           There could be a lot of benefit if only the State 
  will just ask a little bit of that industry the 7,000 
  acres for about -- it's very cost effective.  Actually, 
  canals is a very cost-effective project -- type of 
  project.  And 7,000 acres could be around the cost of a 
  single marsh creation dredge project.  The National Park 
  service has innovated and changed the techniques to show 
  that you can still restore flows of water, shallow the 
  canals, and still have recreational access in these 
  canals.  They just aren't as deep for drilling barges.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  If you could, go head and wrap 
  up Mr. Eustis.
           MR. EUSTIS:  Yeah.  And there's more that we'll 
  submit in written comment.  But just to note on 
  consistency, the State continues to not stand up for us 
  for its own, you know, restoration projects.  We heard 
  about Lake Hermitage.  Armono oil is going back into the 
  Lake Hermitage fields.  I mean we need assurances that 
  that place won't be destroyed again by the industry.  And 
  there needs to be a different way of doing business from 
  last time because that's why we have to do restoration in 
  the first place.
           As in regards to Myrtle Growth diversion, the 
  State has allowed a shipping terminal to be placed 
  directly upstream from the sediment diversion which will 
  rob the project of available sediment.  And this has been 
  documented by the Water Institute.  And so I do think the 
  State needs to take the recommendations of the Water 
  Institute seriously when consider permitting different 
  shipping terminals for these diversion projects.  So thank 
  you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Eustis.  
  Following Mr. Mike Lane, we will have Ms. Amanda Moore.  
           MR. MIKE LANE:  Hello.  Thank you very much for 
  letting me speak.  My name is Mike Lane, and I'm vice 
  president of the Save Louisiana Coalition, and most of the 
  Master Plan is awesome.  We support it.  Where we get it 
  crosswise, if you will, is when the CPRA says "We're only 
  going to spend 20 percent," or whatever the small number 
  is, "on diversions."
           But the impact that could be created by these 
  diversions is massive.  It's not just 20 percent.  First 
  of all, it will destroy the fishing industry in Louisiana, 
  which is important to the United States and certainly 
  important to Louisiana. 
           One of the other features that they don't talk 
  about is that all of the diversions that have been built 
  before, Caernarvon for instance, has accelerated the 
  destruction of the marsh.  So accepted science says that 
  freshwater marsh is seven times weaker than saltwater 
  marsh.  So when they put these diversions in place, they 
  going to convert saltwater marsh, or brackish marsh which 
  is more accurate, into freshwater marsh.  Invasive 
  species?  I don't know.  No big deal.  No more fish.  
  Maybe that's no big deal to everybody or shrimp, oysters, 
  and all that other stuff that would generate billions of 
  dollars a year for.  
           But what's really important to the entire state 
  of Louisiana is what is going to happen when they 
  accelerate the destruction of the existing marsh over the 
  next 50 years instead of rebuilding it.  Because there is 
  no proof that this plan of diversions will actually work.  
  And they say about dredging, we can't afford it.  Well, 
  they used the most inefficient method of deciding how much 
  it's going to cost to dredge when in reality there is a 
  lot better ways to do it, which putting pipelines in place 
  so you don't have to keep demobe and mobe and all this 
  other stuff.  They don't take any of that into 
  consideration and are not offsetting any of that expense 
  by the cost of losing the seafood industry because the 
  seafood industry is huge in Louisiana.  
           The CPRA tries to depict us as somebody -- 
  especially people like me who fish -- as we don't want to 
  go further out to catch fish.  Well, I'm here to tell 
  y'all I don't care if I never catch another fish in my 
  life.  I've caught plenty of them.  But what I do care 
  about is we don't want to give up Louisiana for an 
  experiment, which is what this is.  
           And I got another thing.  If there -- there's a 
  lot of brilliant people involved in this.  There is no 
  doubt about it.  I don't take it away from them.  They're 
  all way smarter than I am.  But if you're really that 
  brilliant, why didn't you do socioeconomic studies?  Why 
  didn't you talk about the destruction to Plaquemines 
  Parish and the destruction in Saint Bernard Parish in real 
  words?  They say things like "Some people will be 
  displaced."  Oh, yeah, well, "Some people will be 
  displaced."  But you know what that really means?  
  Businesses that have been in business for hundreds -- over 
  a hundreds years, families whose sons and daughters have 
  seen their parents derive income in such a way they want 
  to do the same thing, and this will all be taken away.  
  Just listen to this:  Plaquemines Parish and Saint Bernard 
  Parish will be effectively destroyed if we allow these 
  projects to continue.  
           So why don't we go back to square one?  Would you 
  build a house without taking a look at whether you need to 
  drive pilings or would you start designing a roof?  
  Because that's what they're doing.  They're designing a 
  super structure and the roof and they haven't even decided 
  yet do we need a foundation in order to support the things 
  above us.  They've got it backwards.  We need to go back 
  at square one and start over.  Thank you very much.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Lane.  While 
  Amanda Moore is about to begin, Mr. Kenneth Ragas is next 
  up.  And if you would, just be mindful of the stopwatch, I 
  would appreciate it.  Thank you.  Please proceed.
           AMANDA MOORE:  Hi.  Amanda Moore, National 
  Wildlife Federation.  I'm a New Orleans program manager on 
  our Mississippi River Delta Restoration Campaign.  NWF is 
  very committed to seeing restoration move foward in 
  coastal Louisiana.  And the scale and impact of the land 
  loss requires bold and urgent action.  And we very much 
  appreciate the work that has gone into the Annual Plan and 
  the large scale restoration projects that are listed 
  there.  
           And we hope as you move forward you continue to 
  prioritize funding of these projects that are going to 
  provide the greatest ecosystem benefits.  This includes 
  projects such as sediment diversions, which are a key tool 
  to restoration because they not only have land building 
  potential, but they also help restore the hydrology of the 
  ecosystem to sustain existing wetlands and also future 
  restoration projects. 
           And there have been a lot of comments echoed 
  about concerns for impacts of these diversions.  And I 
  think it's very important that we recognize that 
  transition and adaptation are important parts of 
  implementing these projects as well. 
           Also I'm the coordinator of the Mr. Go Must Go 
  Coalition.  So I would be remised if I didn't say -- 
  encourage support for continuing to move foward the major 
  projects that protect the greater New Orleans region and 
  help restore the Mr. Go Ecosystem.  There's been a lot of 
  ground work laid, and we want to see these projects move 
  foward.  Projects like Biloxi Marsh Restoration, East 
  Orleans Land Bridge Restoration, Central Wetlands, Golden 
  Triangle.  Thank you very much.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Moore.  While 
  Mr. Ragas is coming forward, Mr. Kelly Williams -- Kellex 
  Williams.  
           KENNETH RAGAS:  Hi.  My name is Ken Ragas.  I'm a 
  landowner from South Plaquemines.  I pretty much have 
  lived through this whole erosion process since the time I 
  was born in Buris in 1943 and left after Hurricane 
  Katrina.  And I pretty much know the erosion and 
  destruction process that's been going on through my 
  lifetime. 
           The people in South Plaquemines Parish are 
  against, I would say -- most of the people in South 
  Plaquemines Parish -- are against river diversions.  I  
  mean they've lived with the river all their life, worked 
  out of Venice and the passes where the erosion process has 
  been destroying that area.  And it's just hard to believe 
  that putting a diversion 40 miles up the river is going to 
  work different.  
           It's -- we know the reasons that the marsh -- the 
  subsiding problem around the Buris empire area.  It was 
  mostly caused by a project by the Corps of Engineers in 
  1975 when the Hurricane projecting levee was raised from 
  Empire to Venice.  A canal was dredged inside the 40 line 
  from Venice to Empire 400 foot wide and 60 foot deep, and 
  in some places it was up to 90 foot deep in Yellow Cotton 
  Bay.  And all the marsh has slumped into that canal.  
           And with the effect of the loss of the barrier 
  islands, I mean the title exchange in there has totally 
  destroyed that area.  And the area south of the Ostrica 
  has been -- has 20 or 30 cuts between there and Baptiste 
  Collette Pass.  They're not building land.  Bay Dennis, it 
  has taken 35 years to fill up 4 foot of water in Bay 
  Dennis which started after Hurricane Betsy in 1964.  So, 
  you know, if you look on any of the satellite photos on 
  the East Bank south of Ostrica all the way to Baptiste 
  Collette Pass.  That place is shredded by the river.  It 
  is just shredded because the sediment rate -- the sediment 
  content in the river is not high enough.
           I don't know if y'all know it, but the saltwater 
  wedge started in the river during our lifetime.  It 
  started in the 1950s.  Prior to that, there was no 
  saltwater wedge.  The river was fresh 12 months out of the 
  year.  So there's a lot of things that went on that y'all 
  don't know about that I should think y'all should keep in 
  consideration.  I want to ask one question, but I will do 
  it when that time comes up.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you sir.  Thank you, 
  Mr. Ragas.  While Mr. Williams is coming foward, the next 
  speaker will be Jason Smith.  Mr. Williams.
           MR. WILLIAMS:  My name is Kellen Williams.  I own 
  Pointe La Hache Marine Transportation and Fuel.  And I 
  have the only African-American owned national wild caught 
  domestic shrimp brand.  Also the Pointe La Hache 
  fishermen, the black fishermen, have been out of work for 
  four years due to a cipher y'all put in the -- the State 
  put in the levee.  Just like Katrina, when the levees 
  broke, there's a cipher in the levee in Pointe La Hache 
  that's flooding all the black people's oysters.  So they 
  haven't worked in four years due to that cipher.  
           But I heard from my friend Nato that the Croatian 
  and white people still fishing on the West Bank.  Pointe 
  La Hache is on the East Bank, and the State hasn't given 
  them any fisheries, finance money.  Pointe La Hache has 
  never gotten any CDGB economic development money ever, and 
  we just need inclusion.  You just explained that you have 
  8.7 billion, another 2.4 billion, 860 million, 505 million 
  today.  2015, 467 million and another 2.1 billion.  Out of 
  all that money, how many -- how much of it went to a black 
  business from Plaquemines Parish?  And what we're asking 
  for is black business inclusion and minority -- well, 
  black business inclusion, not minority.  It's a trick that 
  other people use to get past that.  So we want black 
  business inclusion, at least service-disabled vet business 
  inclusion.  3 percent of every federal contract 
  is supposed to go to service-disabled vet business.  
           The monopolies, meaning the eight or nine dredge 
  companies that do the dredging, don't comply.  So you need 
  a contract compliance officer.  One dredge, like the 
  Wallace McGeorge for Pine Bluff Sand and Gravel, holds 
  90,000 gallons of fuel.  They get that every week.  So if 
  they buy fuel from me, I'll make $20,000 a week.  Thank 
  you. 
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Williams.  
  Mr. Jason Smith is coming forward.  Vicki Duffourc is 
  next.
           JASON SMITH:  My name is Jason Smith.  I'm the 
  coastal programs supervisor of Jefferson Parish, and I 
  have a prepared statement from Jefferson Parish that I'd 
  like to read.  During planning meetings for the State's 
  2005 Master Plan, it was our understanding that all 
  projects currently approved for KWPPRA the CIAP were 
  specifically incorporated into the plan.  Thus we are 
  requesting that funding be included in the 2015 Annual 
  Plan to kick start the design and engineering of the 
  completion of the Mississippi River Long Distance Sediment 
  Pipeline Project to the west and northwest of Little Lake 
  and Lafourche Parish as the project is described in the 
  Louisiana Coastal Impact Assistance approved by the Bureau 
  of Ocean Energy Management and Regulation Enforcement in 
  September 2010. 
           As the segments of the Long Distance Sediment 
  Pipeline from the Myrtle Grove Alliance or in Plaquemines 
  Parish westward across Jefferson Parish to the Bayou 
  Barataria waterways scheduled to go to construction in the 
  near future would be economically efficient to have this 
  second phase of the project ready to roll out 
  sequentially, Phase I was funded by the State and a share 
  of the local CIAP allocations to Plaquemines, Jefferson, 
  and Lafourche Parishes.  And thank you for the opportunity 
  to comment. 
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Smith.  While our 
  next speaker is coming forward, behind her is Mr. Benny 
  Rousselle.  
           VICKIE DUFFOURC:  I'm Vickie Duffourc with the 
  Bayou Sequette Boaters Associations.  And we'd just like 
  to echo what Jason said.  We strongly support the Long 
  Distance Sediment Pipeline.  I think it's the best project 
  we have going.  I mean sediment built this Delta and 
  sediment is what's going to save us.  So we would like to 
  see that built because it allows creation of vegetated 
  wetlands on either side as you pump off from it.  And it 
  provides a speed bump that would protect people in Lafitte 
  and north of that area and would also slow the storm water 
  from coming in keeps the saltwater out to the outside.  So 
  we strongly support that.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you.  While Mr. Rousselle 
  is coming forward, behind him is Mr. John Lopez.  
  Mr. Rousselle.
           MR. ROUSSELLE:  Yes.  Thank you for the 
  opportunity.  What I wanted to address is that when I 
  picked up the booklet, I read Garrett's letter.  And it 
  says that "Thankfully, Louisiana's Comprehensive Master 
  Plan for a Sustainable Coast is the one road map we have 
  all agreed to follow, acclaimed federally, locally, 
  nationally, internationally, and unanimously adopted by 
  the legislature." 
           What I'm asking you to do is that in the 2007 
  Master Plan we had hundred-year protection in Plaquemines 
  Parish.  And everywhere I go, I hear presentations about 
  the projects that have rebuilt the ecosystem and also to 
  knock down storm surge and provide protection for the 
  people.  Well, in Plaquemines Parish that language was 
  removed from the Master Plan after the 2007.  Addition and 
  I would respectfully ask that you put that hundred-year 
  protection as a goal back into the Master Plan so when we 
  go out seeking assistance at least its in the plan.  Its a 
  hope.  Today it's not even language in the plan.  And if 
  all of this is supposed to be for protection and we're 
  looking towards that knock down storm surge that we're 
  always talking about, hundred-year protection is essential 
  for Plaquemines.  So please put that back in the plan.  
  Thank you very much. 
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you Mr. Rousselle.  While 
  Mr. John Lopez is coming forward, the next speaker is 
  Reverend Tyrone Edwards.  Mr. Lopez.
           MR. LOPEZ:  Thank you.  My name is John Lopez.  
  I'm with the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation.  I want 
  to thank the State for having these meetings and the 
  transparency their having and documentation like this.  I 
  think it's extremely important.  I want to remind 
  everybody as well and kind of talk about our own kind of 
  interest propelling to the stake holder is that all of our 
  livelihoods that live in South Louisiana potentially are 
  at stake.  It's not one particular sector.  But because of 
  the storm surge, the threat of surge that basically 
  restoring our coast, of course, is about that flood 
  protection in the future.   
           Recently, just a year ago, like Hurricane Isaac, 
  we saw some things that we hadn't seen before.  You know, 
  I saw flooding in areas that we hadn't had before.  And 
  we're now seeing flooding in the western part of Maurepas 
  into threatening basically the bedroom communities of 
  Baton Rouge.  Baton Rouge has sprawled out toward the 
  Gulf.  The Gulf had been encroaching on Baton Rouge's 
  bedroom communities.  So there's a new level of risk that 
  I think for a whole new area of the state, obviously our 
  capitol very important.  And through that area, the State 
  has submitted permits for the Maurepas Diversion.  And I 
  wanted to state that we support that and would like to see 
  that built as quickly as possible.  If anyone doubts the 
  need for it, when you drive into New Orleans to the I-10 
  and approaching the Morrison airport, looking to your 
  right, and what you'll see is dead cyprus trees.  Kind of 
  tragic, but there's an eagle's nest right there in dead 
  cypress.  And every year if you watch that, you can see 
  more and more dead cypress.  
           And more importantly than that is the cypress on 
  the Maurepas Land Bridge and that rim.  If we loose that 
  land bridge and that cypress swamp, the storm surge is 
  going to be worse for Baton Rouge, Slidell, the whole 
  realm of Lake Pontchartrain.  So the Maurepas Diversion, 
  we think is an extremely important project.  And we 
  applaud the State trying to move forward with that.  Thank 
  you.  
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Lopez.  Next 
  speaker is Reverend Tyrone Edwards.  Before he begins, if 
  I could ask are there any others who would like to make 
  comment on the State's Annual Plan, the 2015 plan, please 
  raise your hand.
           REVEREND TYRONE EDWARDS:  Good night, and welcome 
  to Plaquemines, even though you're not on the best bank, 
  the East Bank.  But you're still in one of the best places 
  on planet earth.  My concern, as most people have talked 
  about already and Benny Rousselle touched on little bit 
  more about, is in wake of the rise in the sure cost and 
  the biggest water that happened, we were left hung out to 
  dry.  And when you look at the Master Plan, it should have 
  been the thing that we needed to save us from the Biggest 
  Waters Act.
           Because if you were considering a hundred-year 
  protection plan and if we can show that the work that 
  being done by the Master Plan will protect the barriers 
  along the Gulf of Mexico, you know, from Terrebonne all 
  the way to Saint Bernard Parish, then we can see that we 
  got a buffer there.  And I'm concerned whether this Master 
  Plan truly addresses that in a serious way.  So I think it 
  is very important that we begin to make sure that happens, 
  that you could join us and be our front line person to say 
  that our Master Plan will prevent flooding in these areas 
  that our hundred-year protection plan and the work that 
  we're doing because we're going the protect the barriers 
  along the Gulf of Mexico to save people from flooding. 
           Because Breakaway on the East Bank is still 
  empty.  You still got communities of people who want to 
  come back, who want build, but we don't have no letters.  
  Congress still saying Plaquemines Parish is not protected 
  enough.  And I haven't heard anything from our good 
  Governor, you know, who I think is responsible for this 
  should be pushing to say, well, the State's Master Plan 
  addresses that.  We don't need the Biggest Waters Act.  So 
  I just hope that you go back and really look at that. 
           My last part I think, which is important to us, 
  is that when you do these master plans and when you come 
  with these projects like diversions -- and we know that 
  these diversion projects haven't worked.  But I still 
  argue with people who are totally against a river 
  sediment.  I still think we've got to get land and we got 
  to get it fast.  I mean to me, that's smart.  
           But more importantly, we got to make sure it's 
  not just the weekly, it's not just the shore group, and 
  its just not the Corps of Engineers project.  But you got 
  to come up with a project where local people can be 
  employed in some capacity.  So if you start using people 
  locally for their subcontractor, the local business people 
  get involved, and those fishermen that have been out of 
  work or BP maybe will allow them a chance to be involved 
  in making some money.  Because this is about big money.  
  But the question is it's not coming the right people. 
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Reverend Edwards.  
           Are there any others who would like to make 
  public comment on the Louisiana Annual Draft Annual Plan 
  2015?  Are there any others who would like to make 
  comment?  Okay.  Seeing none, I like to remind you of this 
  information.  It is on the back of those books that you 
  picked up, the actual document itself.  You have until 
  February 19th to make comment.  And these are the ways 
  that you can make comment.
           At this time we would like to go ahead and begin 
  with our second phase of the meeting to talk about the 
  update on the Draft Programmatic and Phase III Early 
  Restoration Plan and Draft Early Restoration Programmatic 
  Environmental Impact Statement related to the Deepwater BP 
  Oil Spill. 
           If everyone could find their seats, we'll go 
  ahead and get started.  All right.  If you could give me 
  your attention will go ahead and get started.  All right.  
  If I can have your attention, we'll go ahead and get 
  started.
           We're now going to begin the second portion of 
  tonight's meeting.  If I can have your attention, we will 
  now transition to the second portion of tonight's meeting 
  which will provide an update on the Draft Programmatic and 
  Phase III Early Restoration Plan and Draft Early 
  Restoration Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
  related to the Deepwater Horizon BP Oil Spill.
           The purpose of this portion of tonight's meeting 
  is to receive your comments on this document.  This 
  document is quite lengthy and comprehensive.  It has been 
  out online since the beginning of December, and I hope you 
  have had a chance to look at it.  If not, there is a full 
  copy at the rear of the room as well as CDs that you can 
  take to read the entire document.  There were also many 
  handouts.  The most important of these handouts -- if I 
  could have everyone's attention, please.  If everyone can 
  help me in the rear of the room, we need to really take 
  care of some important business.  
           This is a very important handout.  It is the 
  Executive Summary of the very lengthy document.  If you 
  pick up nothing else tonight, this is a very important 
  document that will give you a quick snapshot of that Draft 
  Programmatic and Phase III Early Restoration Plan and 
  Draft Early Restoration Programmatic Environmental Impact 
  Statement.  There are also blue cards related to this 
  portion of tonight's meeting.  If there is something that 
  you see in the presentation that is about to take place 
  that you want to make comment on, please just raise your 
  hand and we'll get a blue card to you.  And the 
  individuals helping will get these blue cards to me so 
  that I can call you up just as we did with part one of 
  tonight's meeting.
           Are there any individuals that have come into the 
  room since we began earlier tonight that are in need of 
  sign language assistance?  Any individuals in the room who 
  have joined us since we have begun who are in need of sign 
  language assistance?
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you.  In addition to 
  coming to the microphone tonight, there are multiple ways 
  to make public comment on this document.  There's a 
  computer in the rear of the room.  You can go to that 
  computer.  You can go online and give your comment.  You 
  can fill out one of these white forms that we have and 
  leave that with us.  Or you can actually mail it in and 
  there is an address on this form.  So there are multiple 
  ways that you can make public comment.  February 19th is 
  the consistent date between the Louisiana Annual Plan and 
  the plan, the NRDA Plan that we're about to talk about 
  here in just a second.
           Okay.  So let's go ahead and get started.  So at 
  this time I'd like to introduce Mrs. Debra McLean.  She is 
  the Department of the Interior's deputy case manager for 
  the Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment.  
  Debra has many years of experience working on NRDAs, 
  including the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.  Mrs. McLean will 
  now take us through this very important information. 
           DEBORAH McLEAN:  Okay.  Thank you, Perry.  Good 
  evening everybody.  I'd like to thank you for joining us 
  this evening.  This evening we'll be covering a lot of 
  information.  First, I will give you an overview of the 
  Natural Resource Damage Assessment, commonly referred to 
  as NRDA, and I'll also go over some background information 
  about the Early Restoration.  We will spend most of our 
  time on what's contained in the Draft Early Restoration 
  document, which was released to the public on December 6, 
  2013.  I will provide some information about major 
  components of that draft document.  The Draft Programmatic 
  Early Restoration Plan, the Draft Early Restoration 
  Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, and the Draft 
  Phase III Early Restoration proposed projects.
           When we discuss the Draft Phase III Early 
  Restoration Program, your state representative, Kyle 
  Graham, deputy executive director of CPRA, will talk about 
  the projects sponsored by the State of Louisiana Trustees.  
  After the presentation, I'll turn the meeting back over to 
  Perry, who will facilitate the public comment portion of 
  the meeting.  
           The Oil Pollution Act of 1990, which was adopted 
  after the Exxon Valdez, includes this objective of NRDA:  
  "To make the environment and public whole for injuries to 
  natural resources and services resulting from an incident 
  involving a discharge or substantial threat of discharge 
  of oil."
           So that's why we're here tonight.  Because from 
  the time of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, we've been 
  working to make the public and the environment.  So let me 
  tell you who are and give you some additional information 
  about the NRDA.  So who are the Trustees?  The Trustees 
  are the public entities who are responsible for 
  determining the injury and restoration needed to achieve 
  that NRDA objective of making the public and the 
  environment whole.  The Trustees for this case are the 
  states of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
  Texas, and four federal entities -- the Department of the 
  Interior, Department of Commerce as represented by the 
  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, US 
  Department of Agriculture and the Environmental Protection 
  Agency.  The Trustees rely on science to determine both 
  injury and the necessary restoration actions required to 
  make the public and the environment whole.  
           So how do we do this?  First, we determine the 
  kind of injury caused and the amount of injury that 
  occurred to natural resources and their services.  
           So what do I mean by "natural resources"?  That's 
  wetlands, marshes, beaches, wildlife, water quality, 
  oyster beds, near shore reefs, and many more.  By "natural 
  resource services," I mean natural resource services that 
  include ecological and recreational services that natural 
  resources provide.  Examples of ecological services 
  include wildlife habitat provided by coastal marshes, fish 
  nurseries provided by coastal wetlands, fish habitat 
  provided by reefs, erosion reduction provided by coastal 
  vegetation.  Recreational use services include such things 
  as beach going and recreation provided by clean beaches, 
  canoeing or kayaking provided by estuaries and rivers. 
           And the cost of this entire NRDA process, the 
  injury assessment and the restoration, was borne by BP and 
  other responsible parties.  Sorry.  I jumped ahead, I 
  guess.
           So there is three basic stages of the NRDA:  
  pre-assessment, injury assessment and restoration 
  planning, and then restoration implementation.  From the 
  day the oil started to flow, the Trustees were out in 
  force capturing data as part of this pre-assessment phase.  
  We then move into injury assessment and restoration 
  planning.  We're in a unique situation with this case 
  because of the agreement we reached with BP in 2011 to 
  fund early restoration.  We are concurrently going through 
  injury assessment and restoration planning while we're 
  doing restoration implementation of these early 
  restoration projects.  
  So although we're here tonight to talk about early 
  restoration, I want to assure you we are still conducting 
  injury assessment.
           So we have a unique opportunity due to that 
  agreement made in 2011 where BP agreed to make up to a 
  billion dollars available for early restoration prior to 
  our assessment and restoration planning being complete.  
  Early restoration is unique.  It allows us to start 
  restoration prior to completing that injury assessment.  
  However, it also presents certain challenges because it's 
  concurrent with the development of a potential litigation 
  case.  The Trustees must balance the need to protect that 
  potential litigation case with the need to inform you, the 
  public, of ongoing activities.
           As many of you probably already know, the billion 
  dollars is split equitably between the five Gulf states, 
  NOAA, and DOI, with the remaining 300 million set aside 
  for state-sponsored projects, which will be selected by 
  DOI and NOAA.  It's important to note that BP did not give 
  us a lump of a billion dollars.  Rather, the funds are 
  made available as projects are approved and moved to 
  implementation.  
           This is a graphical representation, which is in 
  the draft plan showing how the selection process works.  
  So the Trustees have been soliciting projects which are 
  then screened.  In order for the project ideas to move 
  forward, they must meet certain criteria contained in the 
  Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and the restoration framework 
  agreement.  
           The Oil Pollution Act criteria includes 
  considerations such as project cost, whether the project 
  actually restore the injuries, and the likelihood of 
  success.  And there are other criteria also.  The 
  framework agreement criteria includes whether they restore 
  injured resources, whether it's cost effective and can it 
  work.  And is it also consistent with the larger 
  restoration planning effort?  Some of the practical 
  considerations hit on issues such as how quickly can the 
  Trustees implement the project; are there great permitting 
  hurdles that we must overcome; and how sure are we that 
  the projects will work?  Projects that make it through the 
  screening process must then be negotiated with BP.  And 
  that's required in the early framework agreement.  We 
  negotiate with BP on two main points -- how much the 
  proposal costs and what benefits they provide.
           Additionally, the negotiations with BP include 
  how these projects and the benefits they provide will fit 
  into the final claim.  Ultimately, though, the Trustees 
  guide this process.  So after we negotiate with BP, the 
  Trustees must decide whether or not to include the 
  projects in an early restoration plan.  The Trustees draft 
  the plan on the proposed projects, which also includes the 
  analysis of environmental impacts.  This is what we 
  commonly call the NEPA analysis.  The draft plan is 
  released to the public followed by a public comment 
  period.  That's what we're doing here tonight.  After 
  considering all of the public comment and making any 
  necessary changes, the draft programmatic plan with the 
  PEIS, will be finalized with the Phase III plan integrated 
  within.  
           A Record of Decision, commonly referred to as our 
  ROD, will be issued and published after the document is 
  finalized.  The ROD will identify the programmatic 
  alternatives and the Phase III projects which have been 
  selected.  Thirty days after the ROD is published, project 
  implementation can begin.  As required by the framework 
  agreement, project stipulations must be agreed by both the 
  Trustees and BP and then filed with the court.  Once 
  that's been done, project implementation and monitoring 
  can occur.  
           To date, the Trustees have used the early 
  restoration funds for ten projects through two early 
  restoration plans.  Phase I included eight projects.  
  Marsh creation and dune restoration projects in Alabama; 
  in Florida, boat ramp renovations in Pensacola Beach dune 
  restoration; marsh and oyster culch projects in Louisiana; 
  and oyster and artificial reef projects in Mississippi. 
  While some of these projects are complete, others are in 
  various stages of implementation and monitoring.  The 
  combined cost of Phase I is approximately $62 million.
           Phase II included two projects totaling 
  approximately $9 million.  The enhanced management of 
  avian breathing habitat injured by response in the Florida 
  Panhandle, Alabama, and Mississippi protects nesting 
  habitat for beach-nesting birds.  The second project, 
  habitat injured by slow response restoring the night sky 
  is a project that reduces artificial lighting impacts on 
  nesting habitats for sea turtles, specifically loggerhead 
  turtles, to restore habitat impaired by disturbance from 
  oil spill response activities.  Both of these projects are 
  currently underway.  
           Okay.  So with Phase I and Phase II projects 
  underway, the Trustees wanted to keep the early 
  restoration momentum going.  So on May 6th of 2013, the 
  Trustees published a Notice of Intent to consider 28 
  future early restoration projects.  On June 4th, 2013, the 
  Trustees then published a Notice of Intent to prepare a 
  Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for a Phase 
  III Early Restoration Plan and restoration types and to 
  conduct scoping meetings.  At that time, the Trustees 
  began a scoping process for the Early Restoration PEIS, 
  which means we asked the public to provide input to us on 
  the scope of that PEIS and issues that should be taken 
  into consideration. 
           You may be wondering if this is the same 
  comprehensive PEIS that was started shortly after the 
  spill.  It's actually not.  That PEIS actually evaluates 
  the impacts of restoration on all NRDA activities, not 
  just early restoration.  The purpose of the PEIS that 
  we're talking about this evening for early restoration is 
  to frame and to help inform early restoration actions.  
           During that scoping, we received over 4,000 
  comments.  People commented on the types of projects we 
  were considering; whether they meet NEPA criteria; 
  commented on potential impacts of some of the projects; on 
  the need for more blue water projects; for more 
  monitoring; a comprehensive restoration plan; an 
  environmental impact statement; more transparency; 
  restoration of shallow water environments for people 
  earning their living from oysters, crabs, and shrimp; and 
  we received many more comments.  
           So the document that was published on December 6, 
  2013 includes the Programmatic Early Restoration PEIS and 
  more.  That's listed here on the left side of the slide.  
  The drafters of that document had two objectives -- to 
  describe the programmatic approach proposed by the 
  Trustees for addressing early restoration and secondly, to 
  analyze a set of specific early restoration projects 
  proposed by the Trustees that are consistent with the 
  programmatic alternatives.  The programmatic approach is 
  described in the draft document.  
           By "programmatic," we mean the document 
  conceptualizes projects and analyzes potential 
  environmental effects across many potential early 
  restoration project types.  Those types include creating 
  or improving wetlands; restoring barrier islands and 
  beaches; restoring and protecting bird, fish, turtle and 
  other wildlife habitat; enhancing recreational 
  experiences; and many others.  
           In the Draft Early Restoration Plan, 12 Early 
  Restoration project types and 4 alternatives -- and I'll 
  talk about the alternatives in a minute, were considered.  
  The PEIS evaluates direct, indirect, and cumulative 
  effects of potential Early Restoration project types.   
  "Cumulative effects" means the combined effects of all of 
  the actions.  The PEIS will also inform the Trustees on 
  planning future Early Restoration plans.
           Finally, the document evaluates projects that the 
  Trustees propose in the Phase III Draft Early Restoration 
  Plan, which is integrated into this document.  This was 
  done to take advantage of the NEPA efficiencies by 
  analyzing them in the same document, and to get these 
  projects to implementation as quickly as we could.  A 
  partial list of those projects was announced in the 
  Federal Register on May 6th, 2013.
           At that time, the Trustees also indicated that we 
  would consider additional projects if we could negotiate 
  them with BP early enough in the document development 
  process to be added.  This actually added an additional 16 
  projects for a total of 44 projects.  The draft document 
  also includes site-specific environmental reviews for 
  those proposed projects.
           Okay.  So the Trustees identified 12 Programmatic 
  Early Restoration Project types.  We divided those into 
  two categories.  So the programmatic types are create and 
  improve wetlands, protect shorelines and reduce erosion, 
  restoration of barrier islands and beaches, restore and 
  protect submerged aquatic vegetation, create habitat, 
  restore oysters, restore and protect finfish, restore and 
  protect birds, restore and protect sea turtles, enhance 
  public access to natural resources for recreational use, 
  enhance recreational experiences, and to promote 
  environmental and cultural stewardship education and 
  outreach.  The two categories are:  Contribute to 
  restoring habitats and living coastal and marine 
  resources, and contribute to providing and enhancing 
  recreational opportunities.
           Based on identification of the project types, the 
  Trustees developed four proposed restoration alternatives.  
  Alternative No. 1 is "No Action".  We're actually required 
  by law to include an alternative that describes what would 
  happen if we took no action at all and wait until after 
  the NRDA claim was settled before implementing any 
  restoration projects.  The "No Action" alternative is also 
  used as a benchmark for comparison of all alternatives.
           The second alternative the Trustees decided on 
  was one that would include only project types that 
  contribute to restoring habitat and living coastal and 
  marine resources.
           The third alternative developed was one that 
  would only include project types that contribute to 
  providing and enhancing recreational opportunities.
           The final alternative, Alternative No. 4, is a 
  combination of project types that contribute to both 
  restoring habitat and living coastal and marine resources,  
  and contribute to providing and enhancing recreational 
  opportunities.  So that's actually Alternatives 2 and 3 
  combined.  This is actually the preferred alternative of 
  the Trustees.
           The Trustees are proposing a set of Phase III 
  Early Restoration projects totaling approximately $627 
  million.  That in estimated project costs which includes 
  contingencies.  
           Ecological projects total approximately $396.6 
  million, which is actually 63 percent of the total, and 
  recreational projects total approximately $230 million, 
  which is 37 percent of the total.
           So within that ecological project category, 
  barrier island and  restoration accounts for $318.4 
  million, followed by Living Shoreline totaling 
  approximately $66.6 million, oysters totaling $8.6 
  million, submerged aquatic vegetation at $2.7 million, and 
  dune  projects at $600,000.
           The specific project information and 
  environmental analysis for these proposed projects are 
  included in Chapters 8 through 12 of the draft document.
           I will now turn it over to Kyle Graham, deputy 
  executive director of CPRA, who will talk about the 
  proposed Louisiana projects.
           KYLE GRAHAM:  Thank you.  So as mentioned, 
  there's two projects in Louisiana.  The first project has 
  four different components.  The Louisiana Outer Coast 
  Restoration Project, the estimated cost of this is $318 
  million.  Here's a little bit closer look of the four 
  projects.  We're going to take even a closer look at all 
  four of them.  But it's the Caillou Lake Headlands  
  Project or Whiskey Island to the west, which is part of 
  the Terrebonne Barrier Basin shoreline.  Cheniere 
  Ronquille and the remainder of Shell Island.  And Shell 
  Island has actually got two components -- a small piece on 
  Shell East and then the entire Shell West.  As I mentioned 
  earlier during the Annual Plan, the completion of Shell, 
  Cheniere, as well as the work we've got going on Caminada, 
  will complete the entire Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline 
  project for the State of Louisiana.  And then, finally, a 
  component on North Bretton Island.
           So here's a look at the Caillou Lake Headlands 
  project.  It's estimated cost is $110 million.  This was 
  actually initially studied under the LCA program.  And 
  this the tentatively selected plan that came out of that 
  authorization for the Terrebonne Basin Barrier Shoreline 
  project.  We're looking at about a thousand acres of 
  barrier island habitat.  That will be created.  This 
  project is currently undergoing permitting.  We anticipate 
  hopefully soon getting the permits from the Corps of 
  Engineers and then we'll be working with Bone to get the 
  permits for the sand to feed this project.  
           We're anticipating that once this gets through 
  all of the process associated with getting the Draft Early 
  Restoration Plan finalized that getting this project to 
  construction will be about three months once that process 
  gets finished.
           Here's the Cheniere Ronquille component of the 
  overall barrier island project.  This project was 
  developed in KWPPRA and was actually developed to the 95 
  percent.  So it's already gone through permits.  It's 
  ready to be constructed.  So, again, once we get through 
  this process, we'll be able to move that project to 
  construction.  Cheniere Ronquille is actually going to be 
  lead by NOAA.  So CPRA is leading the construction of the 
  Caillou Lake Headland project.  NOAA is leading this 
  project in Cheniere Ronquille and will better be able to 
  speak to the construction timelines once we get to that 
  point.  We're looking at about 500 acres of barrier island 
  habitat created on this barrier island.  
           The Shell Island Component:  Shell Island, the 
  East component, going back to the berm project during the 
  oil spill, the berms are placed on the chandeleurs.  And 
  then in the Barataria Basin, they were placed on Pelican, 
  Schofield, and a portion of Shell.  We have not completed 
  the entire construction of Pelican Island around the berm 
  project as well as the entire portion of Schofield and a 
  portion of Shell East.  This will finish Shell West is 
  what we're looking at here.  And it's about estimated to 
  be about $101 million.  
           The sediment for this island is going to be 
  pulled from the Mississippi River.  So we've pulled a 
  pipeline from the Mississippi River, actually went up the 
  river seven miles then out to Schofield and Pelican.  The 
  total length of that pipeline was about 22 miles.  Going 
  out the Empire Waterway, that same mechanism is going to 
  be used to deliver that Mississippi River sediment to the 
  remainder of Shell Island for this project.  
           And then, finally, North Bretton.  This component 
  is being led by the Department of Interior.  We're looking 
  at about a $72 million investment into the North Bretton 
  Island.  The Department of Interior is going to be better 
  able to speak to it once we get through this process what 
  exactly the timelines will be to get this project to 
  construction. 
           I did not mention Shell West is ready to go to 
  construction as well.  So that project is permitted.  As 
  soon as we get through this process, we anticipate being 
  able to pull together all of the construction diagrams.  
  We would anticipate that one as well as Whiskey and 
  ideally, Cheniere Ronquille being able to go to 
  construction within three months of finalizing this 
  process. 
           And then finally, the Louisiana Marine Fisheries 
  Enhancement Research and Science Center.  There's actually 
  two of them.  One is to be located in Calcacieu and an 
  additional one in Plaquemines Parish.  The one in 
  Calcacieu is focused on sport fish.  You're looking at a 
  combination of activities here that would focus on both 
  research as well as education.  And there's a hatchery 
  component to the one in Calcacieu as well to help track 
  and do research on the overall populations of the sport 
  fish.  And then the Plaquemines Parish, the facility is 
  geared towards bait fish.  And the focus there is really 
  on research and education of the bait fish facilities.  
  The total cost of these facilities is $22 million.  
           And I'll turn it back over to Deborah.
           DEBORAH McLEAN:  Okay.  Thank you, Kyle.  So 
  what's next?  As Perry said, the public comment period for 
  the draft document has been extended and now closes on 
  February 19, 2014.  The Trustees will review and consider 
  all comments received.  We will finalize the plan and 
  issue our record of decision.  Project stipulations will 
  then be negotiated and filed with the court.  The final 
  Programmatic Early Restoration Plan and PEIS will be 
  released with the Phase III Early Restoration Plan 
  integrated within it.  This document will also include a 
  summary of the Trustees' responses and considerations of 
  the public comments that we receive.
           The Trustees will move as quickly as we can to 
  finalize the draft document.  Once complete, the document 
  will be posted to the Trustee's web site and will be 
  available in local libraries.  
           So, again, you can comments tonight either 
  verbally, in writing, we have a computer online here in 
  the facility that you can use to make comments.  You can 
  mail your comment to this address.  You can visit the 
  web site listed on the screen right here that takes you to 
  the public portal to make your comments.  Whatever process 
  you use, just be sure you do so prior to February 19th -- 
  midnight February 19th.  
           I would like to thank you all very much for 
  taking time out of your busy schedule this evening and 
  joining us.  I know it's hard to do.  But we really 
  appreciate your input.
           And I'll turn it back over to Perry.  Thank you 
  very much.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Deborah.  Okay.  Now 
  for the portion of tonight's meeting of why you're here.  
  I'd like to go ahead and introduce the members of 
  tonight's listening table for both Federal and State 
  Trustee representatives for Louisiana.  You've already 
  heard from Mr. Kyle Graham.  We also have Ms. Caroline 
  Dusschere, deputy oil spill coordinator, Louisiana Oil 
  Spill Coordinator's Office; Mr. Craig Geautreaux, 
  Fisheries Biologist, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
  Fisheries; from the Department of the Interior, you've 
  already heard from Ms. Deborah McLean, NRDA Trustee 
  representative, Department of Interior deputy case 
  manager; from the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
  Trustee representative is Mr. Ben Skaggs, Executive 
  Director Gulf of Mexico Program; from the U.S. Department 
  of Agriculture, Mr. Alton James, Natural Resource 
  Specialist; and from NOAA, Renata Lana, Trustee 
  representative and senior communications specialist.
           I'd like to remind each of you that in order to 
  make a verbal comment, you simply just need to do one 
  thing; that is, put your name on one of these blue cards.  
  Is there anyone who wishes or desires to make a public 
  comment who has not put their names on one of these blue 
  cards, please just raise your hand; and we'll get a blank 
  card to you.  
           Okay.  We've got a few speakers again.  And we're 
  going to go ahead and keep it to three minutes.  If you'll 
  just be reminded that the monitor that's on the listening 
  table will give you a fresh three minutes.  It will remain 
  green for two and a half minutes.  Then it will go to a 
  faint yellow.  When you see that faint yellow, please go 
  ahead and wrap up your comments.  When you see red, I'll 
  that you go ahead and conclude your comments.  
           All right.  Let's go ahead and get started.  The 
  first speaker, Jordan Macha, gulf policy analyst, Gulf 
  Restoration Network; followed by Mr. Scott Eustis.  If 
  you'll just say your name and organization for the record?  
  Thank you.
           JORDAN MACHA:  Yes.  Thank you.  My name is 
  Jordan Macha with the Gulf Restoration Network.  And we're 
  an organization that's based in the five Gulf states 
  focused on the health of -- healthy Gulf of Mexico.  I 
  want to thank you for extending the public comment period 
  for the PEIS.  Granting this extension allows for greater 
  and more meaningful participation across the Gulf Coast.  
           First, we're very supportive of the projects that 
  are put forth in Louisiana.  We appreciate that Louisiana 
  is doing what it should be doing under the NRDA process, 
  which is restoring the natural resources in our 
  environment.  In particular, the Outer Coast Restoration 
  Project, which will restore our barrier islands is a 
  project that has widespread support.  This project not 
  only serves to protect the natural environment but 
  provides critical storm protection to our coastal 
  communities.
           This dual purpose is vital to the overall health 
  of our ecosystem, and we hope that this model, protection, 
  and restoration of both our communities and natural 
  resources is one that the trustees will use when 
  determining future projects.  
           While Louisiana has prioritized coastal 
  restoration, we are concerned that the PEIS does not the 
  whole ecosystem into account.  The marine environment is 
  notably left out of the process, creating an incomplete 
  picture of the Gulf ecosystem.  We encourage the Trustees 
  to enhance the early restoration plan to include this 
  critical component that is vital to the health of the Gulf 
  of Mexico.  
           Finally, we recognize that Louisiana is doing 
  good work in their project selection, though, other states 
  have chosen to put forth bad and inappropriate projects 
  which violate the spirit and letter of the NRDA.  
  Specifically, the Alabama hotel and conference center.  By 
  advocating for a project that places a privately-run hotel 
  in a state park that already limits public access -- with 
  already limited public access across Alabama beaches, this 
  project will further limit this public access.
           We would like to see a true analysis of 
  alternatives as required under NEPA which this PEIS fails 
  to include at both the programmatic level and within 
  individual projects.  Like everyone else across the Coast, 
  we understand and feel the urgency to fund and implement 
  projects on the ground.  However, this urgency should not 
  permit the cost of implementing bad projects for the sake 
  of the good ones.  All these projects collectively add to 
  the overall health of the Gulf Coast.  
      I hope that Louisiana will ensure that our fellow 
  Gulf states do what is right and just for the Gulf Coast 
  and its communities.  The need is real unless I'm sure 
  that we get it right.  Thank you very much.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Macha.  Next up 
  is Mr. Scott Eustis.  He'll be followed by Mr. John 
  Tesvich.
           SCOTT EUSTIS:  Thanks.  Scott Eustis, coastal 
  wetlands specialist, Gulf Restoration.  Thanks for, number 
  two, I guess the comment -- when we speak about 
  monitoring, we've been commenting for over two years.  So 
  it's interesting how big that document is and how like a 
  lot of things that have come before the Trustees, how much 
  is not in that document from what we've said.  Marine 
  impacts, we need monitoring, we need timelines for the 
  offsets.  
           How can we be sure that the offset of like so 
  many terms?  It's just in the future.  Are we counting on 
  that term to make that many birds by year two, by year 
  five, year twenty?  We don't know these offsets mean, 
  mostly because we don't have timelines or a monitoring 
  plan.  And monitoring plans have been part of restoration 
  and KWPPRA for forever.  And we have such a great example 
  with that program.  
           I mean, we know how to do barrier islands.  And 
  so Louisiana knows how to do barrier islands.  I was a 
  student of Sade Kinland.  And he made sure Louisiana was 
  on the straight and narrow when it comes to barrier 
  islands.  There's so much we've learned.  But if there was 
  a hotel on Pelican Island, that would not be restoration.  
  That would not be restoring the access to recreation that 
  we need.  In Louisiana, we understand that, I think.  I 
  mean but I've traveled to Alabama.  I've traveled to 
  Florida.  We're all residents of the Gulf Coast.  You 
  know, oyster's fat, knows no state boundaries, we travel.  
  That hotel project is limiting my access to Alabama's 
  beaches as a Louisiana resident.  So, you know, Kyle, if 
  you can -- I know it's Alabama, Florida, they're not here 
  tonight to hear me.  But if you could just put in the good 
  word, show them some of the documents, some of the good 
  work we've been doing in Louisiana on barrier islands for 
  so long.  This hotel project is bad.  Thanks.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Eustis.  While 
  John is coming forward, the next speaker will be 
  Mr. Robert Kaizer.  
           JOHN TESVICH:  Hello.  I'm John Tesvich, chair of 
  the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.  Again, on behalf of the 
  Louisiana oyster industry, I appreciate you all coming and 
  spending this time to take our public comments.
           My point on behalf of the oyster industry, I just 
  want to say I don't know of any sector that has been hurt 
  as much as the oyster industry.  Our oyster industry is 
  devastated.  We are a fraction of what we used to be.  The 
  State of Louisiana has historically been the largest 
  producing state in the country, while we don't do it any 
  more.  I'm buying oysters out of Maryland now to replace 
  oysters we don't have in Louisiana.  That's how bad it's 
  gotten.
           And, you know, we've been involved with this.  We 
  support this early restoration funds.  But what I see is 
  that what we need to do is we need to focus on how we can 
  keep the money within our communities.  Our oyster 
  industry it's hundreds or thousands of independent oyster 
  growers that are in small businesses in their own right.  
  They have families and everything depending on them.  A 
  lot of these people don't have anything to do now.  We 
  have millions of dollars in this restoration money.  
           Our recommendation is that we need to get the 
  money back in the communities.  When you have these 
  projects, these coast plans have so many millions of 
  dollars for all this restoration.  All that is good.  But 
  the State likes to do it, send it out to a contractor, 
  give them a $4 million contract and it's gone.  But that 
  money stays out of state.  
           We need programs that employs our oyster men 
  locally to rebuild our reefs.  Our oystermen know oysters.  
  They know how to bring our reefs back.  Our reefs have 
  laid dormant.  We can bring them back.  We have made this 
  proposal.  It is part of one of the programs.  We were 
  seeking approval from the Trustees for this project.  And 
  we would hope that you would support projects that employ 
  local seafood industry, whether they're oyster men or 
  other seafood industry that aren't working now to put them 
  to work.  Because when you do that, you keep the money in 
  our community.  
           You're quadrupling the effect of that $4 million 
  project if you do it through a local program.  We have 
  experience in this.  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
  had to pull a program after Katrina employing oyster men 
  to help rebuild the reefs.  So there is a precedent, and I 
  would encourage you all -- encourage the Trustees, to look 
  at how can we use the seafood industry -- in my case as an 
  oysterman -- who knows how to help bring the reefs back?  
  Our reefs -- public reefs on the East side of the river 
  are devastated.  We've never been this bad off.  We can 
  bring it back.  We want to help.  Please allow us to help 
  ourselves.  Thank you.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Tesvich.  
  Mr. Robert Kaizer is the next individual.  Is he still 
  with us?  
           (No response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Next speaker, Whit Rimmer, 
  followed by Kellen Williams.
           WHIT RIMMER:  Thanks and good evening.  I'm Whit 
  Rimmer with the Environment Defense Fund.  I'm actually 
  based out of our DC office, but I hold a law degree here 
  from Loyola University and a master's in urban planning.  
  So needless to say, i spend a whole lot of time on the 
  Gulf Coast.  I call it home.  I work full time for EDF on 
  the Louisiana coastal restoration in DC representing the 
  important restoration efforts at the federal level.  So 
  I'm down here to speak on behalf of EDF and coalition of 
  environmental organizations known as Mississippi River 
  Delta Restoration Campaign.  That's a mouth full, just 
  like the PEIS.  But nonetheless, let's get to it.  
           We're glad that the Trustees have agreed to adopt 
  the previously prepared environmental reviews for the 
  projects on Whiskey Island, Cheniere Ronquille, and Shell 
  Island.  We've noticed that in the PEIS.  And those are 
  critical restoration projects, and we hope that the 
  Trustees will move forward as expeditiously as possible 
  and continue to believe that you can move forward with 
  those particular projects prior to the completion of the 
  PEIS.  We believe there is sufficient authority to do so.  
           The Louisiana and outer coast restoration 
  projects are a cornerstone of the Master Plan.  They were 
  the first line of defense against storm surge and they 
  protect communities, businesses, and critical 
  infrastructure.  The barrier islands and their 
  accompanying back barrier marshes are particularly 
  vulnerable ecosystems that are exposed in the open water 
  in the Gulf of Mexico.  And that vulnerability was 
  demonstrated during the oil spill as they were some of the 
  first to be oiled.  
           Scientific reports have noted that there has been 
  increased degradation of the back barrier marshes due to 
  heavy oiling.  So that nexus makes these projects 
  excellent for NRDA funding.  The importance of barrier 
  island projects reach not only in the communities, but in 
  wildlife.  And we look forward to looking to working with 
  you on additional phases, and we hope that you can 
  negotiate all billion dollars of the early settlement.  So 
  thank you very much, and I look forward to working with 
  you in the future.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Rimmer.  
  Mr. Kellen Williams is next followed by Mr. Jason Smith.
  Is Mr. Williams still with us? 
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  We will have Mr. Jason 
  Smith.  While Mr. Smith is coming forward, I'd like to ask 
  are there any others who would like to make public comment 
  this evening from the microphone?  If so, please just 
  raise your hand, and we'll get a blue card to you.  
           JASON SMITH:  My name is Jason Smith.  I'm the 
  coastal program supervisor of Jefferson Parish.  I have 
  something prepared by Jefferson Parish, which I'm going to 
  read.  
      "Jefferson Parish is requesting that strong 
  consideration be given to including completion of the 
  Bayside Segmented Breakwater Project at Grande Isle in the 
  Phase IV Early Restoration Plan.  Grande Isle, Louisiana's 
  only inhabited barrier island was ground zero for 
  Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  Grand Isle's environment in 
  the economy are still reeling from the impacts of the 2010 
  oil spill.  And oil continues to wash ashore as we sleep.  
  In July 2011 this project was submitted by the State of 
  Louisiana to BP, the Department of the Interior, and NOAA 
  as a candidate of early restoration of damaged natural 
  resources resulting from the oil spill.  The project will 
  reduce erosion on the bay side of Grande Isle with the 
  goal of protecting a coastal area, including wetlands.  
  The project is fully permitted and designed and thus could 
  be constructed immediately.  Much of the Segmented 
  Breakwater project has been completed with State's funds 
  and Jefferson Parish's Coastal Impact Assistance Program 
  funds.  We respectfully request that the Segmented 
  Breakwater project be completed as a NRDA Early 
  Restoration project as Grande Isle was severely impacted 
  by the spill."  
           Again, I appreciate the opportunity to comment.
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  Are there any others who would 
  like to make public comment this evening?
           (There was no response.)
           PERRY FRANKLIN:  I would like to thank both the 
  Federal and the State Trustees and Trustee representatives 
  for participating in this very important meeting tonight 
  in Belle Chasse, Louisiana.  I want to remind everybody 
  that February 19th is the deadline for making comments.  
  And there are multiple ways to make comments.  Leaving 
  tonight, once you spread the word to your friends, and 
  neighbors, and family members, they can go online at 
  www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.  That's on all of these 
  handouts if you would like to pick up these handouts on 
  the way out.  
           At this time, I would like to thank you again for 
  coming out this evening.  Our subject matter experts will 
  be here until the last person leaves.  Be careful.  Good 
  night.
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