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             (The following meeting was held:)
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Okay.  There will be time 
  following tonight's presentation to look at the displays 
  and the information on the tables following tonight's 
  presentation.  
             Good evening.  My name is Perry Franklin and 
  I will be serving as your facilitator for tonight's 
  meeting.  The purpose of tonight's meeting is to receive 
  your comments on the Draft Programmatic and Phase III 
  Early Restoration Plan and Draft Early Restoration 
  Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement.  This 
  document is quite lengthy and comprehensive and it 
  contains the information listed here.  Contained within 
  this draft document is a Programmatic Early Restoration 
  Plan, an Early Restoration Programmatic Environmental 
  Impact Statement, a list of Phase III proposed projects, 
  and an environmental review of each of those. 
             Meetings identical to this one will be held 
  across the Gulf Coast in the States of Alabama, 
  Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and Florida. 
             And now we should get started.  As you can 
  see, we have a court reporter with us tonight, Ms. Tara 
  Sims.  She will record your comments, making sure your 
  words are accurately captured for the record.  We also 
  have with us a sign language interpreter, Ms. Juanita 
  Richardson.  Are there any individuals with us tonight 
  that are in need of sign language assistance?  Any 
  individuals with us tonight that are in need for sign 
  language assistance?  Thank you, Ms. Richardson. 
             Before we proceed, if I can have everyone 
  silence their phones and ask that you take all personal 
  conversations into the hall as tonight's meeting 
  proceeds for the respect of fellow participants. 
             There is lots of information at the tables.  
  There is an executive summary.  The document itself 
  takes up two three-ring binders and is about an    
  eight-inch thick document.  But this is a great 
  executive summary if you would like to pick that up, and 
  I invite you to do so.  
             There are also blue cards when you sign in.  
  If you would like to speak later on and did not check a 
  box that you would like to be a speaker, at any time 
  during tonight's presentation, if you would just raise 
  your hand, one of the individuals will bring over a card 
  to you to ensure that you're on the public comment 
  list.  
             First, are there any individuals who came in 
  tonight and did not sign in utilizing one of these 
  cards?  Not wanting to speak, just simply sign in?  Is 
  anyone that we missed who came tonight?  If you will 
  raise your hands, we'll get some blues blue cards to you 
  to capture your name that you were here in attendance.  
  Also, those of you who signed in on one of these blue 
  cards, if you signed in and did not check the box that 
  you want to speak tonight, if you have changed your 
  mind, also raise your hand and we'll get a card over to 
  you. 
             At any time throughout tonight's 
  presentation, if you just raise your hand, somebody will 
  bring you a card.  So it's not a one time you can make 
  that decision without speaking.  Even after we get to 
  the speaking, the public speaking component tonight and 
  you have something to say, raise your hand; we'll get a 
  card to you.  So that's an open invitation throughout 
  tonight's event.  We're here to hear from you.  
             Additionally, located immediately outside of 
  the room, there's a computer logged into the Internet.  
  This is one of the ways that you can put your public 
  comment into the record, and we have someone outside if 
  you need assistance for getting that done.  There are 
  many, many ways to get your comment into the record.  
  You can come forward tonight and you can give a verbal 
  comment.  You can fill out one of these forms or take it 
  with you, and there is an address that you can mail it 
  in on.  There's going to be a website address that's 
  going to be displayed several times tonight.  You can go 
  and put your thoughts into the record, via the 
  Internet.  The only thing I ask you to remember is that 
  February 4th is the deadline to get your public comment 
  in, in one of those forms.  So after tonight, you can 
  follow us around the Gulf Coast, take one of these forms 
  and mail them in, or go online at your leisure.  Either 
  of those things, we invite you to spread the word to get 
  that information out.  We want as many individuals as 
  possible to get that information in.  
             This meeting will have two parts.  First, 
  there will be a presentation to provide you with more 
  detail on what has occurred so far in Early Restoration 
  and what is exactly included in that draft document.  
  The second and most important portion of tonight's 
  meeting provides you with an opportunity to come forward 
  and to give your comments.  So please be thinking about 
  what it is that you want the Trustees to know that 
  represents you, individually, or the organization that 
  you are representing. 
             I have copies of the blue cards of the 
  individuals have already indicated that they would like 
  to speak.  And I'll tell you, you might want to get some 
  coffee; we're going to be here for a while.  There's a 
  lot of blue cards that are filled in.  But we are here 
  until the last person speaks, so don't worry about 
  that.  Again, February 4th is an important date that we 
  want you to remember.  
             So with those sort of ground rules taken care 
  of, let's go ahead and get started with Part 1 of 
  tonight's meeting.  I would like to introduce Ms. Debora 
  McClain; she is the Department of the Interior's Deputy 
  Case Manager for the Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource 
  Damage Assessment.  Debora has many years of experience 
  working on NRDAs, including the Exxon-Valdez oil spill.  
             Ms. McClain?  
             DEBORA MCCLAIN:  Thank you, Perry.  Good 
  evening, everybody.  I'd like to thank you all for 
  joining us this evening.  
             This evening, we'll be covering a lot of 
  information.  First, I'll give you an overview of the 
  Natural Resource Damage Assessment, commonly known as 
  NRDA.  I will also go over some background information 
  on Early Restoration. 
             We'll spend most of the time on what is 
  contained in the Draft Early Restoration document, which 
  the Trustees released to the public on December 6th, 
  2013.  I'll provide information about the major 
  components of that draft document:  The Draft 
  Programmatic Early Restoration Plan, the Draft Early 
  Restoration Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, 
  and the Draft Phase III Early Restoration Plan proposed 
  projects.  
             When we discuss the Phase III DERP, your 
  state representative, Commissioner Guy, will describe 
  the proposed projects sponsored by the Alabama State 
  trustees.  After this presentation, I'll turn the 
  meeting back over to Mr. Franklin, who will facilitate 
  the public comment portion of the meeting.  
             The Oil Pollution Act of 1990, adopted after 
  the Exxon-Valdez Oil Spill, includes this objective for 
  NRDA:  To make the environment and public whole for 
  injuries to natural resources and services resulting 
  from an incident involving a discharged or substantial 
  threat of discharged oil.  That's why we are here 
  tonight, because from the time of the Deepwater Horizon 
  Oil Spill, we've been working to make the public and the 
  environment whole.  So let me tell you who we are and 
  give you some additional information about NRDA. 
             So who are the Trustees?  The Trustees are 
  the public entities responsible for determining injury 
  and restoration needed to achieve the NRDA objective of 
  making the public and the environment whole.  
             The Trustees for this case are the States of 
  Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, and 
  four federal entities:  The Department of the Interior, 
  the Department of Commerce, which is represented by the 
  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the 
  U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Environmental 
  Protection Agency.  The Trustees rely on science to 
  determine both injury and the necessary restoration 
  actions required to make the public and the environment 
  whole.  
             So how do we do this?  First, we determine 
  the kind of injury caused and the amount of injury that 
  occurred to natural resources and their services. 
             So what do we mean by "natural resources"?  
  We mean wetlands, marshes, beaches, wildlife, water 
  quality, oyster beds, near shore reefs, and more.  And 
  by "natural resource services", we mean natural resource 
  services including the ecological and recreational 
  services that natural resources provide.  Examples of 
  ecological services include:  Wildlife habitat provided 
  by coastal marshes, fish nurseries provided by coastal 
  wetlands, fish habitat provided by reefs, and erosion 
  reduction provided by coastal vegetation.  
             Recreational use services include such things 
  as beach-going and recreation provided by clean beaches, 
  and canoeing or kayaking provided by estuaries and 
  rivers.  
             The cost of the entire NRDA process, injury 
  assessment and restoration, is borne by BP and the other 
  responsible parties. 
             So there are three basic stages of NRDA.  
  There's the pre-assessment phase, the injury assessment 
  and restoration planning, and restoration 
  implementation.  From the day the oil started to flow, 
  the Trustees were out in force capturing data as part of 
  this pre-assessment phase.  We are concurrently in the 
  injury assessment and restoration planning and 
  restoration implementation, and this is due to the Early 
  Restoration process.  Normally, an injury assessment is 
  followed by restoration planning before you get to the 
  restoration implementation.  Although we are talking 
  tonight about Early Restoration and proposed projects, I 
  want to assure you, we are still in the -- conducting 
  the injury assessment.  
             We have a unique opportunity due to the 
  agreement made in April of 2011 where BP agreed to 
  provide up to a billion dollars for Early Restoration 
  before our injury assessment and restoration planning 
  were complete.  This allows us to start restoration 
  prior to completing injury assessment.  It also presents 
  certain challenges because it's concurrent with the 
  development of a potential legal case.  The Trustees 
  must balance the need to protect our potential 
  litigation with the need to inform you, the public, of 
  ongoing activities.  
             As many of you probably already know, the 
  billion dollars is split equitably between the five 
  states, NOAA, and DOI.  The remaining $300 million is 
  set aside for state-sponsored projects to be selected by 
  DOI and NOAA.  It's important to note that BP did not 
  give the Trustees a lump sum of a billion dollars.  The 
  funds are made available as the projects are approved 
  and moved forward.  
             This geographical representation, which is in 
  the draft plan, shows how the selection process works 
  for the projects.  The Trustees have been soliciting 
  project ideas, which are then screened.  In order for 
  those project ideas to move forward, they must meet 
  certain criteria that are contained in both the Oil 
  Pollution Act of 1990 and the Early Restoration 
  Framework Agreement.  
             The Oil Pollution Act criteria includes 
  considerations such as project costs, whether the 
  projects actually restore injury, and the likelihood of 
  success.  
             The Framework Agreement criteria includes 
  whether they restore injury -- injured resources, 
  whether it's cost-effective and can work, and is it 
  consistent with the larger restoration planning effort.  
             Some of the practical considerations hit on 
  issues such as how quickly the Trustees implement a 
  project; are there great permitting hurdles that we have 
  to overcome; and how sure are we that the projects will 
  work?  Projects that make it through the screening 
  process must then be negotiated with BP, as required by 
  this Framework Agreement. 
             We negotiate with BP on two points:  How much 
  the proposals cost and what benefit they provide.  
  Additionally, the negotiations with BP include how these 
  projects and the benefits they provide will fit into the 
  final claim.  Ultimately, the Trustees guide this 
  process.  After negotiations with BP, the Trustees must 
  decide whether to include the projects in a Draft Early 
  Restoration Plan.  The Trustees draft a plan on the 
  proposed projects, which includes an analysis of the 
  environmental impacts.  This is what we commonly call 
  the NEPA Analysis.  
             I would like to note that although DOI is the 
  lead federal agency for preparing this Draft Early 
  Restoration plan and PEIS, other federal and state and 
  trustee agencies serve as cooperating agencies in the 
  development of the PEIS.  The NEPA regulations encourage 
  agencies with special expertise or regulations in -- I'm 
  sorry; or regulatory authority in all or part of the 
  proposed actions to act as cooperating agencies.  The 
  cover sheet on the draft document did not identify the 
  two Alabama state agencies who are serving as 
  cooperating agencies:  The Alabama Department of 
  Conservation and Natural Resources, and the Geological 
  Survey of Alabama.  This error will be corrected in the 
  final PEIS.  
             A draft plan is released to the public 
  followed by a public comment period.  That's what we're 
  doing here today.  After considering all the public 
  comments and making any necessary changes, the Draft 
  Programmatic Plan with PEIS will be finalized with the 
  Phase III Plan integrated within. 
             A Record of Decision, commonly referred to as 
  a "ROD", will be issued and published after the document 
  is finalized.  The ROD will identify the programmatic 
  alternative and the Phase III proposed projects that 
  have been selected.  Thirty days after the ROD is 
  published, project implementation may begin.  
             As required by the Framework Agreement, 
  project stipulations must be agreed to by both BP and 
  the Trustees and filed with the court.  Once that has 
  been done, project implementation and monitoring 
  occurs.  
             To date, the Trustees have used the Early 
  Restoration funds for 10 projects through two Early 
  Restoration plans.  Phase 1 projects included marsh 
  creation and dune restoration projects in Alabama; in 
  Florida, boat ramp renovations and Pensacola dune beach 
  restoration; marsh and oyster cultch projects in 
  Louisiana, and oyster and artificial reef projects in 
  Mississippi.  
             While some of these projects are complete, 
  others are in various stages of implementation and 
  monitoring.  
             The combined cost of the Phase 1 projects is 
  approximately $62 million.  
             In Phase 2, we had two projects totaling 
  approximately $9 million:  The enhanced management of 
  avian breeding habitat injured by restoration in the 
  Florida Panhandle, Alabama, and Mississippi.  This 
  protects nesting habitat for beach-nesting birds. 
             The second project is habitat injured by 
  spill response:  Restoring the Night Sky.  This project 
  reduces artificial light impacts on nesting habitat for 
  sea turtles, specifically the loggerhead, to restore 
  habitat impaired by disturbance from oil spill response 
  activities.  Both of these projects are currently 
  underway.  
             So with the Phase 1 and Phase 2 projects 
  underway, the Trustees wanted to continue the Early 
  Restoration momentum.  On May 6th, 2013, the Trustees 
  published a Notice of Intent to consider 28 future Early 
  Restoration projects.  On June 4th of 2013, the Trustees 
  published a Notice of Intent to prepare a Programmatic 
  Environmental Impact Statement for a Phase III Early 
  Restoration Plan and Early Restoration Project Types, 
  and to conduct scoping meetings. 
             At that time, the Trustees began a scoping 
  process for the Early Restoration PEIS, which means we 
  asked the public to provide input to us on the scope of 
  the PEIS and issues that should be taken into 
  consideration.  
             So you may be wondering if this is the same 
  comprehensive PEIS that was started shortly after the 
  oil spill; it's actually not.  That PEIS is evaluating 
  impacts of restoration on all of NRDA, not just Early 
  Restoration.  The purpose of this PEIS that we're 
  talking about tonight is for Early Restoration to frame 
  and help inform those Early Restoration actions.  
             During scoping, we received over 4,000 
  comments.  People commented on the types of projects 
  that were considering, whether they met the NRDA 
  criteria.  They commented on the potential impacts of 
  some of the projects, on the need for more blue water 
  projects, monitoring, a Comprehensive Restoration Plan, 
  an Environmental Impact Statement, having more 
  transparency, the restoration of shallow water 
  environments where people earn their living from 
  oysters, crabs, and shrimp, and many more comments. 
             So the document that we've been talking about 
  published on December 6th includes the Programmatic 
  Early Restoration PEIS and more, as listed right here on 
  the left of this slide. 
             The drafters of the document had two 
  objectives:  One, to describe the programmatic approach 
  proposed by the Trustees for addressing Early 
  Restoration; and No. 2, to analyze a set of specific 
  Early Restoration Projects proposed by the Trustees that 
  are consistent with the programmatic alternatives.  
             The programmatic approach is described in the 
  draft document.  By "programmatic", we mean that the 
  document conceptualizes projects and analysis -- and 
  analyzes potential environmental effects across many 
  potential Early Restoration project types.  Those types 
  include creating or improving wetlands, restoring 
  barrier islands and beaches, restoring and protecting 
  bird, fish, turtle, and other wildlife habitat, 
  enhancing recreational experiences, and many more.  
             In the Draft Programmatic Early Restoration 
  Plan, 12 Early Restoration program types and four 
  alternatives, which I'll explain in a minute, are 
  considered.  The PEIS addresses -- I'm sorry; the PEIS 
  evaluates the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects 
  of potential Early Restoration project types.  
  "Cumulative effects" means the combined effects of all 
  of the actions.  The PEIS will inform the Trustees on 
  planning future Early Restoration plans.
             Finally, the document evaluates projects that 
  the Trustees propose in the Phase III Draft Early 
  Restoration Plan, which is integrated into the document.  
  This was done specifically to take advantage of NEPA 
  efficiencies by analyzing them in the same document, and 
  to get these projects to implementation as quickly as 
  possible.  A partial list of the projects was announced 
  in the Federal Register on May 6th.
             The Trustees also indicated that we would 
  consider additional projects if we could negotiate 
  agreement with BP early enough in the document 
  preparation process to include those projects.  This 
  added another 16 projects for a total of 44 proposed 
  projects.  The draft document also includes         
  site-specific environmental reviews for those proposed 
  documents.
             The Trustees identified 12 Programmatic Early 
  Restoration Project types which are divided into two 
  categories.  So the project types create and improve 
  wetlands, protect shorelines and reduce erosion, 
  restoration of barrier islands and beaches, restore and 
  protect submerged aquatic vegetation, conserve habitat, 
  restore oysters, restore and protect finfish, restore 
  and protect birds, restore and protect sea turtles, 
  enhance public access to natural resources for 
  recreational use, enhance recreational experiences, 
  promote environmental and cultural resource, education 
  and outreach.  The two categories are:  Contribute to 
  restoring habitats and living coastal and marine 
  resources, and contribute to providing and enhancing 
  recreational opportunities.
             Based on identification of the project types, 
  the Trustees developed four proposed restoration 
  alternatives.  Alternative No. 1 is the "No Action".  We 
  are required by law to include an alternative that 
  describes what would happen if we took no action at all 
  and wait until after the NRDA claim was resolved before 
  we implement any restoration projects.  The "No Action" 
  alternative is also used as a benchmark for comparison 
  of all other alternatives.
             The Trustees also decided upon a second 
  alternative, one that would include only project types 
  that contribute to restoring habitat and living coastal 
  and marine resources.
             The third alternative developed was one that 
  would only include project types that contribute to 
  providing and enhancing recreational opportunities.
             The final alternative, Alternative No. 4, is 
  a combination of project types that contribute to both 
  restoring habitat and living coastal marine resources, 
  and contribute to providing and enhancing recreational 
  opportunities.  So it's the combination of Alternative 
  No. 2 and 3, combined, and it's the preferred 
  alternative.
             The Trustees are proposing a set of Phase III 
  Early Restoration projects totaling approximately $627 
  million in estimated project costs.  This also includes 
  the contingencies for those projects.
             Ecological projects total approximately 
  $396.9 million, which is 63 percent of the total, and 
  recreational projects total approximately $230 million, 
  which is 37 percent of the total.
             Within the ecological services project 
  category, barrier island restoration accounts for $318.4 
  million, followed by Living Shoreline at $66.6 million, 
  oysters at $8.6 million, SAV at $2.7 million, and dune 
  projects at $600 thousand.
             The specific project information and 
  environmental analysis for these proposed projects are 
  included in Chapters 8 through 12 of the draft document.
             Commissioner Guy will now talk about the 
  proposed Alabama projects.
             GUNTER GUY:   Good evening.  Thanks to 
  everyone who is attending tonight; we very much 
  appreciate you being here.  
             Thank you, Debora, very much, for that 
  explanation of a very complicated process.  It's hard to 
  break it down to a short example like that of what we're 
  doing, but I think she did an excellent job, and we 
  appreciate that.
             Thank you, Perry, for being our narrator and 
  facilitator tonight; I appreciate that very much, as 
  well. 
             I also want to mention while I'm thinking 
  about it, is Debora talked about the chapters in the 
  Draft DERP PEIS.  The chapter on Alabama is Chapter 11.  
  It's a very long document; I do not want you do read the 
  whole thing.  It's, I believe, 3,000 pages.  You might 
  want to start out at Chapter 11 if you want to know 
  about Alabama's projects, and then go to everybody 
  else's projects.
             Before I get started tonight, I do want to 
  recognize some special guests who are attending and want 
  to thank them, especially, for being here.  
             Representative Steve McMillan, Steve, is 
  here.  Thank you very much, Representative McMillan.  
  One of my fellow commissioners, Department of Revenue, 
  Julie Magee, Julie, thank you for being here tonight.  
  Mayor Robert Craft from the City of Gulf Shores; thank 
  you, Mayor.  We have Mr. Tucker Dorsey from the Baldwin 
  County Commission; thank you, Tucker for being here.  
  Mr. Jerry Johnson from the City Council of Orange Beach; 
  thank you, Mr. Johnson.  And also, I believe Mr. Jeff 
  Silvers is here from the City Council of Orange Beach.  
  Thank you, sir, for being here.  And also I know we have 
  Mayor Brett Dungan from Bayou La Batre.  Mayor, are you 
  still here?  I know he was here earlier.  Right here. 
             BRETT DUNGAN:  May I also mention Orange 
  Beach City Councilwoman, Joni Blalock?  
             GUNTER GUY:  Thank you, because I figured  
  we'd miss somebody.  Thank you, Mayor.  Anybody else I 
  haven't mentioned, any other elected officials or 
  anybody else that needs to be recognized?
             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Councilwoman Carolyn 
  Doughty from Gulf Shores.
             GUNTER GUY:  Thank you, ma'am.  We're always 
  going to miss somebody; forgive us when we do.
             Thank you everyone for being here, and 
  especially those guests.
             The Draft Phase III document outlines, as 
  Ms. McClain said, three proposed projects in Alabama.  
  These three proposed projects were enacted as part of 
  the Notice of Intent that Debora mentioned, which was 
  published by the Trustees back in June.  I recognize 
  many faces that were here at that time.  We've not added 
  any new projects to that list.  
             Two projects will be implemented by the State 
  of Alabama, and one will be implemented by NOAA.  I want 
  to first thank all the Trustees, both state and federal, 
  for working together to get these projects out for 
  public comment.  I also want to specifically thank NOAA 
  for the project that it will be implementing in our 
  state.
             I will present a very brief overview of the 
  two proposed projects to be implemented by the State of 
  Alabama, and then turn the microphone over to Dan Van 
  Nostrand, who will describe NOAA's project.
             As a result of the BP oil spill tragedy, 
  Alabamaians, as well as visitors from all across this 
  nation were unable to or limited in their ability to use 
  and enjoy our natural resources along the Alabama Gulf 
  Coast.  The oil spill and the associated response 
  activities resulted in a loss of millions of beach, 
  boating, and fishing trips and related activities, such 
  as bird watching, canoeing, kayaking, photography, or 
  something as simple as just watching the sunset. 
             The Gulf State Park Enhancement Project is 
  designed to partially compensate for those lost 
  recreational uses.  The Gulf State Park Enhancement 
  Project will improve, enhance, and increase the public's 
  access to our park's beaches, trails, ecosystems, and 
  other natural resources.  The five components to this 
  project are:  No. 1, rebuilding the Gulf State Park 
  Lodge and Conference Center as a green overnight stay 
  and meeting facility; No. 2, ecological restoration 
  enhancement of 50 acres of dune habitat on the beach; 
  No. 3, building an Interpretive Center near the park 
  beach pavilion, designed to promote public understanding 
  of and appreciation for the valuable natural resource 
  services provided by our coastal ecosystem; No. 4, 
  building a research education center adjacent to our 
  current nature center to promote environmental 
  education; and No. 5, construct and improve of 
  approximately 13 miles of park trails to help enhance 
  and improve the visitor experience.  
             The lodge will be built within the 29-acre 
  original footprint of the old lodge on approximately 10 
  acres, which is less than one-half of one percent of the 
  park's 6,150 acres.  The estimated project cost is $85.5 
  million, with approximately $58.5 million going toward 
  the construction of the new lodge.  Twenty-seven million 
  will go for construction of the ecological and 
  educational components.  
             This map is hard to read; I think there are 
  handouts available.  And the numbers represent the five 
  proposed projects when you get a chance to look at 
  them.  
             Next, I would like to talk about our second 
  proposed project involving oyster reef restoration.  
  This project will be conducted in the lower Mobile Bay 
  and Mississippi Sound in Mobile County.  It will be 
  implemented by the Marine Resources Division in the 
  Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  The 
  total cost for this project is approximately $3.2 
  million dollars.  It will involve the placement of 
  approximately 30 to 40,000 cubic yards of cultch 
  material.  The project will restore approximately 320 
  acres of oyster reef.  The project is intended to 
  enhance oyster biomass and increase ecological services 
  provided by oysters.  This project will involve large 
  scale cultch planning in deeper waters.  The cultch will 
  be placed by using barges and water cannons to 
  efficiently and cost-effectively spread the material.  
  The project will place material within the historic 
  footprint of existing oyster reefs.  And lastly, the 
  placement of the material will occur based on the 
  seasonal surveys when environmental conditions are most 
  favorable for spat settlement.  
             As Ms. McClain noted, these Early Restoration 
  projects are being implemented prior to the completion 
  of a completed assessment and NRDA process, which as I 
  stated, is very complex and will take many years to 
  complete.  The Framework for Early Restoration 
  represents only an initial step toward the responsible 
  parties' obligation to fund and complete restoration of 
  natural resources injured by the spill.  The State of 
  Alabama fully intends to prosecute and recover from the 
  responsible parties all injuries to our state's natural 
  resources.  
             At this time, I would like to ask Dan Van 
  Nostrand, Marine Habitat Restoration Specialist for NOAA 
  to describe the third -- Living Shoreline Project.  
             Thank you very much for your time.
             DAN VAN NOSTRAND:  Good evening, everybody.  
  Thanks for your attendance at this public meeting.  My 
  name is Dan Van Nostrand, and I'm representing the 
  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA.
             Under this round of Early Restoration 
  funding, NOAA is proposing to create a Living Shoreline 
  Project in Bon Secour Bay, which is located, as you can 
  see here, in the southeastern portion of Mobile Bay, 
  south of Weeks Bay and Pelican Point.
             As a result of the Deepwater Horizon Oil 
  Spill, Alabama experienced a loss of salt marsh habitat 
  and reef habitat.  To compensate for these losses, NOAA 
  proposes to use a living shoreline approach to protect 
  the shoreline and existing habitat at the Swift Tract 
  site.  Shorelines are often stabilized with hardened 
  structures, such as bulkheads and concrete seawalls.  
  Ironically, these structures often increase the rate of 
  shoreline erosion, removing the ability of the 
  shorelines to carry out natural processes, and providing 
  little habitat for estuarine species.  A living 
  shoreline approach uses more natural shoreline 
  stabilization techniques that maintain valuable habitat.
             The project will be within the Weeks Bay 
  National Estuarine Research Reserve management area.  
  The NERR contains a variety of marine and terrestrial 
  habitats, including submerged habitats, mudflats, salt 
  marshes, freshwater marshes, pine savannahs, and pitcher 
  plant bogs.  These diverse habitats provide nesting and 
  foraging for birds and terrestrial wildlife species and 
  support several fisheries, including shrimp and red 
  drum.
             The project is adjacent to a parcel referred 
  to as the Swift Tract, which is shown here in green on 
  the map.  The shoreline of the Swift Tract parcel shows 
  evidence of erosion over time and has been identified as 
  a project under the 100-1,000 Plan for restoring Coastal 
  Alabama.  Creating a living shoreline in this location 
  will add to the work already started by The Nature 
  Conservancy by extending the living shoreline north from 
  the existing Nature Conservancy Swift Tract Project.
             We propose constructing 1.6 miles of 
  breakwaters adjacent the Swift Tract site and then 
  topping the breakwaters with oyster cultch.
             We propose to construct the breakwaters in 
  70-foot segments separated by 30-foot gaps between each 
  segment to allow for water exchange around the 
  breakwaters.  The expected crest width is proposed at 10 
  feet and the proposed height would be approximately 
  three feet, which based on preliminary data related to 
  depth and wave energy in the vicinity of the project 
  site, would be optimal to ensure shoreline protection 
  while also creating intertidal marine habitat.  The 
  total project would create approximately three acres of 
  oyster reef.  After design and permitting, the 
  construction is expected to take between six to ten 
  months.
             Over time, we also expect that these 
  breakwaters will develop into reefs that not only help 
  protect the Swift Tract shoreline and reduce shoreline 
  erosion, but also provide habitat for oysters and other 
  bivalves, finfish, shrimp, crabs, and bottom-feeding 
  organisms.  We will monitor the site after construction 
  to ensure that the project meets the goals of protecting 
  the shoreline and increasing intertidal habitat.  The 
  total estimated cost for this project is 50 million and 
  80 dollars.
             Thank you again for your attendance at this 
  public meeting.  We look forward to future engagement 
  regarding this project and future NOAA projects in 
  Alabama.
             And now, I would like to turn the 
  presentation back over to Debora.
             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Is that 50 million or five 
  million?
             DAN VAN NOSTRAND:  Oh, sorry; five million 
  and 80 dollars.
             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Thank you.
             DEBORA MCCLAIN:  Thank you, Dan.
             Okay.  So what's next?  As Perry said 
  earlier, the public comment period for the Phase III 
  Draft Early Restoration Plan and Draft Programmatic and 
  PEIS closes on February 4th, 2014. 
             The Trustees will review all comments we 
  receive, will finalize the plan, and issue a Record of 
  Decision.  We'll then do -- project stipulations will be 
  negotiated and filed with the court.
             The final Programmatic Early Restoration Plan 
  and PEIS will be released with the Phase III Early 
  Restoration Plan integrated within.  This document will 
  also include a summary of the Trustees' -- the comments 
  received and the Trustees' responses.
             The Trustees will move as quickly as possible 
  to finalize the document.  Once the final document is 
  released, it will be posted on the Trustee website and 
  will also be available in local libraries.
             So again, you can comment here tonight 
  verbally.  You can comment, provide a written comment.  
  You can go out to the lobby and use the computer that is 
  hooked up to the Internet to comment.  You can mail your 
  comments to this address right here.  You can visit the 
  website listed on the screen right here that will 
  connect you with the public comment portal.  As long as 
  you do that before February 4th of 2014, your comments 
  will be taken into consideration.
             I would like to thank you all very much for 
  taking time out of your busy schedule to attend this 
  meeting tonight and providing your comments on this very 
  important document.
             I will now turn the presentation back over to 
  Perry.  So Thank you very much.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Debora.  At this 
  time, I'd like to introduce the members of our listening 
  table.  These individuals are both federal and state 
  trustees.
             First, we have Commissioner Gunter guy, who 
  you've already heard from.  Gunter is an Alabama NRDA 
  Trustee, Alabama Park and Conservation of Natural 
  Resources.  
             We also have Mr. Nick Tew, State Geologist. 
             From the Department of Interior, you've 
  already heard from Ms. Debora McClain, NRDA Trustee 
  Representative, Department of the Interior Deputy Case 
  Manager.  
             From the Environmental Protection Agency, 
  Mr. Ben Skaggs, trustee representative, Director of the 
  EPA Gulf of Mexico Program.  
             From the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
  Mr. Charles Ramsey, NRCS State Conservationist.
             And lastly, from NOAA, we have Ms. Renata 
  Lana, Senior Communications Specialist. 
             I'd like to remind each of you that in order 
  to make a verbal comment, I will need to you to fill out 
  a blue card.  Are there any individuals who, one, came 
  in, regardless of wanting to make public comment or not, 
  who did not complete one of these to simply sign in 
  tonight?  We have one card over here -- two cards; one 
  in the front and one over here.  Are there any 
  individuals who completed a blue card who would now like 
  to speak who did not check the box to do so?  Okay.  And 
  we have one here.
             Okay.  What I will do is call individuals up 
  two at a time.  When the first person gives their public 
  comment, if the second person would just simply stand 
  behind them to sort of keep the process moving forward, 
  as we have many speakers tonight. 
             Before proceeding, when I first opened up, I 
  asked if there were any individuals in the room in need 
  of sign language assistance.  We have had many 
  individuals join us since we started this meeting 
  tonight.  Are there any individuals here tonight who are 
  in need of sign language assistance?  Thank you, 
  Ms. Richardson.  
             Because we have a number of speakers, we're 
  going to limit the speakers for three minutes.  Some 
  people have driven many miles to be here tonight, and we 
  want to give everyone who wishes to speak the 
  opportunity to do so.  When you begin speaking, if you 
  will say your name and if you are representing an 
  organization for the record, we would appreciate that.  
             So the monitor that Vicki is putting up, if 
  you remember from the last meeting, we had a piece of 
  paper that was red and green.  We're going to try to do 
  something a little bit more high-tech.  When you begin 
  speaking, that screen will turn green for two-and-a-half 
  minutes.  When you get to two-and-a-half minutes, it's 
  going to turn yellow.  When you see that turning yellow, 
  please begin to wrap up your comments.  When it turns 
  red, we're going to ask you to go ahead and take your 
  seat.  If that fails, we do have the old-fashioned green 
  card that we will go back to. 
             If you have additional comments, we would 
  like to accommodate everyone's needs.  We'll simply pull 
  your card at the end of the evening, if you would like 
  to come back for a second bite at the apple, we'll allow 
  you to have a few more minutes.  But we have a number of 
  speakers tonight.  If you have something very lengthy, I 
  would ask that you would come outside and allow us to 
  help you put that into the computer to make sure that we 
  capture all of your thoughts.  
             All right.  Let's go ahead and get started 
  with tonight's public comment portion.  
             First up is Mr. Avery Bates, Vice President 
  of Seafood Association of Alabama, followed by Francis 
  Paul Ripp.
             AVERY BATES:  My name is Avery Bates, a  
  long-time commercial fisherman.  I want to thank Gunter 
  Guy for the future oyster restoration.  He fought hard 
  to get it, and we hope we can do a lot with the money we 
  have coming this year.  I know our oystermen need better 
  oyster reefs.  They talk about how good seafood is, and 
  Gunter Guy knows we have some of the best oysters on the 
  Gulf Coast.  And we have depended on other states; we 
  don't want to do that in the future.  We thank you for 
  our future oyster restoration programs that we have some 
  coming up.  I hope we can improve our acreage and put 
  them in the right place at the right time so our people 
  can keep working and we can supply the rest of this 
  country and the rest of this state.  And we are going to 
  also going to send in a written statement, too.  
             Thank y'all, very much, for your work for us, 
  Commissioner and the governor.  We appreciate anything 
  you do to get our numbers up.  And Chris, thank you; 
  thank you for your work toward improving our reefs and 
  keeping us working.  This year has been a struggle, but 
  we hope to get better.  Thank you.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Bates, for 
  your comment.
             FRANCIS PAUL RIPP:  Francis Paul Ripp from 
  Fairhope.  I'm just a citizen very concerned about 
  what's going on, particularly the state park project.  I 
  hope that all of you will see the movie Amazon 
  America -- American Amazon, I believe it is, because 
  it's a documentary that's been published here, and it's 
  very, very informative.  It will show you just how poor 
  a job we are doing in Alabama.  
             My major concern is that of corruption.  And 
  I would like to go back to the first 65 million dollars 
  that was given to the state, and tell you some of the 
  money -- where that money went.  Thirty-six million 
  dollars, over 50 percent of that 65 million dollars went 
  to one condo project that was under construction and 
  strapped financially.  They got 36 million dollars.  No 
  other condo project got anywhere near that type of 
  money.  
             And the next project we have was the boom 
  that they put in at the Alabama Point, a gargantuan  
  thing, where the Coast Guard had to step in because they 
  felt it was going to damage the pier, and they had to 
  jerk it all out.  That was seven million dollars.  We 
  didn't get any of that money back.  We paid seven 
  million dollars for something that totally failed.  No 
  accountability; nobody looked at anything.  Not one dime 
  of that 65 million dollars has been accounted for, not 
  one dime.  
             In addition to that, our local state 
  representative, a trustee, an appointed trustee of the 
  money for Baldwin County, was supposed to be watching 
  this money, was supposed to be helping the community to 
  use this money in the best way possible.  That same 
  trustee ended up getting $750,000 worth of contractors.  
  Now, this is a standing state senator who involved 
  himself as a trustee in the bids.  That has been 
  forwarded to the -- well, it went through several 
  channels of complaints; it's now in the white-collar 
  political corruption section of the attorney's general's 
  office.  We're waiting for indictments; no indictments.  
             Our governor has repeatedly said, "Let us 
  know of corruption; let us know of misuse."  The only 
  people that we've seen come to court are those that 
  misused $3,500, $5,000.  No politicians, nobody's 
  reviewed anything, nothing, and we're still waiting for 
  some sort of accountability.  If you're going to go 
  ahead with the state project with the state park, I hope 
  that you are going to put in some stringent, stringent 
  accountability and guidelines how that money can be 
  used.  Because I'm telling you, that if that money is 
  given to the State of Alabama, 85 million, just like 
  that, it will be a feeding frenzy with the same 
  individuals misusing the same amount of money.  Thank 
  you.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Ripp, for 
  that comment.  The next two speakers, David Clark and 
  Jerry Johnson.  If the two of you would come forward.  
  And when you come forward, if you will, state your name 
  and organization for the record.
             DAVID CLARK:  Good evening.  David Clark; I 
  represent Spectrum Resorts, primarily Beach Club 
  Turquoise Place.  Exciting to see what's going on 
  tonight.  Thank you so much for the presentation.  I 
  support the Gulf State Park enhancements as proposed by 
  the state, especially the lodge and the conference 
  center.  I think it's very nicely done.  Thank you so 
  much.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Clark.  
  Following Mr. Jerry Johnson will be Joni Blalock.  
             Mr. Johnson, please state your name.
             JERRY JOHNSON:  Jerry Johnson.  I'm a city 
  councilman for the City of Orange Beach, Alabama.  And I 
  support the Gulf State Enhancement Project 
  wholeheartedly, and especially the part of it for the 
  lodge and the conference center.  That project is a 
  great example of how we can restore the recreational 
  uses of that area along the beaches and trails and all 
  of that for the public and also the environment.  And it 
  will help us to, you know, overcome all of the 
  restrictions of our uses that was mentioned by 
  Commissioner Guy due to the oil spill.  So I think it's 
  a great example, supported 100 percent.  And I thank you 
  for the opportunity to comment.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Johnson.  
  Following Ms. Blalock will be Mr. Bill Jeffries.  
             Ms. Blalock?
             JONI BLALOCK:  Hi.  Thank you so much for the 
  opportunity to speak tonight.  My name is Joni Blalock 
  from the City Council of Orange Beach.  I'm here to tell 
  you how much I appreciate the opportunity, and that you 
  have taken the time to put forth these projects that are 
  very important to the State of Alabama.  Thank you so 
  much. 
             I am particularly grateful that this project 
  for the state park conference center and lodge is being 
  considered.  I especially like the parts of the project 
  that the deal with the Interpretive Center and things 
  that deal with education for the children of the State 
  of Alabama.  There are many aspects of this that could 
  impact all of the children of the State of Alabama when 
  they visit our area.  And I love the idea of the 
  Interpretive Center, the dunes restoration, and et 
  cetera, and for that to happen, for this to continue to 
  be a place for the citizens of Alabama to come and enjoy 
  a neat place for them to stay.  And a lodge is a place 
  for them to stay and learn more.  And since it's a green 
  idea, I think it's an excellent idea, and I hope that 
  you will support it.  Thank you, so much.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Ms. Blalock.  
             Following Mr. Bill Jeffries is Mr. Phillip 
  West.
             BILL JEFFRIES:  Good evening.  My name is 
  Bill Jeffries.  I'm a citizen of Orange Beach, Alabama.  
  And I'm here tonight to support the State of Alabama 
  proposing the lodge and conference center.  This project 
  will help offset all recreational injuries to the public 
  that were brought on as a result of the oil spill.  That 
  was a traumatic event which gave me a great dread that 
  we had lost the Gulf Coast as I know it, and that my 
  grandchildren would not be able to enjoy as I had for 
  many years.  I look forward to being able to take them 
  to the beaches as I saw them and to fish in those waters 
  as I did for many years.  I thank you for listening to 
  me this evening.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Jeffries.  
             Following Mr. Phillip west is Ms. Yolanda 
  Johnson.
             PHILLIP WEST:  My name is Phillip West and I 
  am employed by the City of Orange Beach, but I would 
  like to speak as a citizen of Orange Beach today.  We're 
  very excited about the opportunity for several of the 
  projects to be funded, specifically, Gulf State Park 
  Lodge and Conference Center, the Interpretive Center, 
  the trail expansion, the environmental education 
  center.  As a father of three small children, we 
  typically vacation in state park-type environments, and 
  we typically need various -- a variety of accommodations 
  as our needs change.  The opportunity as far as the 
  education is something we look forward to and we require 
  wherever we go to vacation.  So this gives us a local 
  opportunity that I think is important for our area, for 
  families such as mine, and an opportunity to teach 
  environmental stewardship to our children.  
             Thank you for the opportunity to speak 
  tonight.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. West.  
             Following Ms. Johnson is Mr. Allen McElroy.
             YOLANDA JOHNSON:  Hi.  My name is Yolanda 
  Johnson.  I'm a fifth-generation Baldwin Countian.  And 
  as you know, Baldwin County is the largest county in the 
  State of Alabama.  And we, as citizens of Baldwin 
  County -- currently, I'm a citizen of Orange Beach and I 
  serve my community on various boards, including the 
  Chair of Orange Beach Business Advisory Committee, Chair 
  of Counsel of the Orange Beach United Methodist Church, 
  as well as on the board of the Alabama -- Coastal 
  Alabama Business Chamber. 
             As an activist in Baldwin County, I cannot 
  express to you the need that we have for restoring the 
  state park to give access to the individuals of our 
  county.  Our county is 94 miles long, and if you live in 
  the north part of the county, it takes you over an hour 
  to get to the Gulf.  We need a place for our citizens 
  that experienced injury and limitation of recreational 
  use, we need that restored.  And it doesn't need to be 
  in the next generation; it needs to be for us and for 
  the children that we have now.  The State of Alabama 
  deserves a place for the public to be able to have 
  access and to utilize the -- understand the culture that 
  we have on the Gulf of Mexico, and also know and be 
  educated as to what the Gulf means to us as citizens of 
  the State of Alabama. 
             No doubt, there will be other states that 
  will be -- visitors will be allowed to use that, but we 
  need to think of locals, locals that only have access to 
  those waters through public access.  The lodge will give 
  us all three of those measures:  Environmental 
  education, cultural education, and recreational use.  
  And I ask that you consider the public when you are 
  considering the lodge that -- giving that access.  Not 
  everyone can afford boating and such things that cost 
  more money.  That lodge is for the public people, people 
  that need this type of economic -- making it public 
  use.  We do not need more of large things; we need 
  things that give people access to the environment.  
             I appreciate this time and I appreciate the 
  efforts that you have put into this and the many 
  volunteers that have gone into allowing us this public 
  comment.  Thank you.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Ms. Johnson.  
             Following Mr. Allen McElroy will be Mayor 
  Robert Craft.
             ALLEN MCELROY:  Allen McElroy, 4688 Walker 
  Avenue, Orange Beach, Alabama.  I'm speaking to you as a 
  citizen tonight.  I thank you for the opportunity to 
  come and address this group.  I want to give a special 
  thanks to Commissioner Gunter Guy, Mr. Nick Tew, and 
  Mr. Chris Blankenship for what you've done for our 
  community.  
             I was in Gulf Shores back when we had the old 
  big casino, and probably most of you don't remember 
  that, but that was built by the Civilian Conservation 
  Corps in the left part of the state park.  And then we 
  had another facility that was destroyed by a storm.  
  And, folks, we really need this now.  I'm not talking 
  about for me; I'm talking about everybody in the State 
  of Alabama.  And also, these states around, we have a 
  lot of people come; they deserve to be able to use that 
  beach and enjoy it.  And I encourage you to support the 
  lodge and conference center.  It's really something that 
  should be done and we need very much.  And thank you, 
  again.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. McElroy.  
             Following Mayor Craft will be Steve McMillan.  
             Mayor?
             ROBERT CRAFT:  Robert Craft, Mayor of the 
  City of Gulf Shores.  I'm here tonight to speak in 
  support of all three of Alabama's projects represented 
  in the Phase III Proposed Early Restoration Program, the 
  Gulf State Park Enhancement Project, the Oyster Reef 
  Restoration in Mobile County, and the Swift Tract Living 
  Shoreline Project. 
             In Gulf Shores, we recently passed a 
  resolution unanimously as the city council supporting 
  these three projects and stating that the City of Gulf 
  Shores, the City Counsel of Gulf Shores fully supports 
  and endorses Governor Bentley and our Trustees' 
  proposals as directly and effectively addressing the 
  environmental and recreational injuries that Alabama 
  suffered as a result of the oil spill.  
             Please recognize that in our community, we've 
  got 6,000 acres of opportunity to introduce and educate 
  future generations of the value of our environment and 
  how sensitive it is and how connected we are to it.  And 
  access to this park and these improvements of the park 
  and the Education and Interpretive Center will allow us 
  to enter into an aggressive program to make sure that 
  all the youngsters coming up and even some of us that 
  have a chance to go through it, recognize how fragile 
  and important it is for us to continue to focus on 
  protecting this unique place.  Thank you very much.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mayor.  
             Following Representative Steve McMillan --
             STEVE MCMILLAN:  Steve McMillan.  I'm sorry.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Go right ahead, sir.
             STEVE MCMILLAN:  You were trying to introduce 
  somebody?
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Steve Griffin will be behind 
  you, sir.
             STEVE MCMILLAN:  Thank you, sir.  I'd just 
  like to thank the Trustees for what you've done so far.  
  I commend you; I think you've done an excellent job.  I 
  would like to endorse all the projects that's proposed 
  by Commissioner Guy and others in the State of Alabama.  
  I also, in particular, would like to support the Gulf 
  State Park Enhancement Projects.  I'm the chair of the 
  Alabama Legislative Parks, State Parks Oversight 
  Committee.  I'm not speaking for the committee; I expect 
  that we will be meeting soon and endorsing the projects 
  and you will be hearing from us before the February 4th 
  deadline.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Representative 
  McMillan.  
             Following Mr. Steve Griffin will be 
  Ms. Carolyn Doughty.
             STEVE GRIFFIN:  Good evening.  My name is 
  Steve Griffin.  I'm the City Administrator of Gulf 
  Shores.  And we thank the Trustees and the 
  representatives for being here tonight.  And we 
  respectfully ask you to please consider and support 
  Governor Bentley's and the Trustees' proposal of the 
  Coast restoration projects.  We believe that these 
  projects will offset the recreation injuries to the 
  public as a result of the oil spill.  These projects 
  include Gulf State Park, especially the rebuilding of 
  the Gulf State Park Lodge and Conference Center, 
  includes Ecological Restoration and Enhancement of 
  Degraded Dune Habitat and Interpretive Center, a 
  Research and Education Center, and other visitor 
  enhancements like trails. 
             Secondly, Governor Bentley's proposal of the 
  oyster reef restoration in Mobile County is an ideal 
  project and also will offset the impacts from the oil 
  spill.  Thank you for being here tonight and please 
  consider these requests.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Griffin.  
             Next will be Mayor Pro Tem Carolyn Doughty, 
  followed by Jill Mastrotataro. 
             CAROLYN DOUGHTY:  I'm Carolyn Doughty.  I'm 
  councilmember/mayor pro tem for the City of Gulf 
  Shores.  Thank y'all for this process that we're going 
  through tonight.  I strongly support and the citizens I 
  have talked to strongly support Governor Bentley's 
  suggestions because of the involvement with us from the 
  very beginning.  They are very aware what we needed; 
  they're very aware of what went through.  Commissioner, 
  we certainly appreciate the time that you've spent with 
  us over these last several years. 
             But I agree with you, Mayor Craft, that if 
  you educate the citizens by giving them access to the 
  environment helps them become more environmentally 
  sensitive and will help us appreciate and take care our 
  environment more and maybe even go back to their own 
  interest to do it.  So I strongly support all of the 
  projects that have been brought forth by the council, 
  especially, of course, the rebuilding the Gulf State 
  Park and all other educational centers and things.  I 
  think those are right in line with what NRDA's intent 
  and what NRDA's requirements are, and I think these are 
  the projects that will go along with meeting those 
  additional Early Restoration projects.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you. 
             Next speaker behind Jill will be Mayor Brett 
  Dungan.
             JILL MASTROTOTARO:  Good evening.  I'm Jill 
  Mastrototaro with the National Wildlife Federation.  I'm 
  a policy specialist working in Alabama and Mississippi, 
  based in Jackson, Mississippi; don't hold that against 
  me. 
             I certainly appreciate the hard work of the 
  Trustees thus far, particularly as it relates to this 
  Phase III project list and the contents of the 
  Environmental Restoration PEIS.  Several of the Phase 
  III projects clearly will make a significant difference 
  to the Gulf of Mexico; it help us with all of that in 
  Alabama.  And we stand beside many others in recognizing 
  that the best way to offset the impacts of the BP oil 
  disaster is to implement projects that improve water 
  quality, restore the damaged wildlife and marine life 
  habitat, and also restore the Gulf's estuaries, our 
  nursery grounds for fish and shellfish.  
             Alabama's natural resources are, of course, a 
  cornerstone of the Gulf Coast's economy, and restoring 
  the state's ecosystems will result in more seafood on 
  our dinner plates, more children playing in the waters, 
  and attracting more visitors to our region.  The tourism 
  industry in Alabama alone attracts millions of people 
  across the country, and in the two coastal counties for 
  our state, wildlife tourism brings over two billion 
  dollars a year to our coffers, and supports 26,000 
  jobs.  And so we're very glad to see the Trustees 
  support this vision through projects like the Swift 
  Tract Living Shoreline proposal, which prioritizes 
  important natural resources, like Bon Secour Bay and 
  Weeks Bay Estuary because it protects coastal marsh and 
  improves ecosystem productivity, and it also supports 
  water quality, all of which helps boost the state's 
  economy and the Gulf region.
             And moving forward, we would like to see the 
  Trustees develop a more comprehensive planning process 
  that would prioritize projects that improve the Gulf of 
  Mexico's health and create a more transparent public 
  engagement participation process for selecting projects, 
  meaningful public input to support the Natural Resource 
  Damage Assessment process, because this is a decade-long 
  effort in the making.  It is critical to the success of 
  our Gulf's restoration, and the public should be given 
  the opportunity to fully participate through project 
  selection and the restoration and planning phases.
             And in closing, over time, our successful 
  restoration of the Gulf region will not be measured by 
  the number of meetings that we have or the reports that 
  are created or the dollars spent, but truly, the acres 
  of our coastal marsh that are revitalized, our oyster 
  reefs restored, thriving fisheries, and healthy waters 
  for all.  And we really look forward to joining you at 
  some other meetings around the region and providing 
  further comments.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you.  
             Next forward, Mayor Brett Dungan; I think he 
  stepped out.  
             Mr. Ernie Anderson is next, followed by 
  Mr. Sam Mason.  
            (Ernie Anderson was not available.)
             Okay.  Sam?  
             SAM MASON:  My name is Sam Mason.  And I've 
  been a property owner at Dauphin Island for over 25 
  years.  And you'd think listening tonight that there was 
  a wall, and the only people that were inconvenienced 
  were over in Baldwin County.  I can be rest assured that 
  on Dauphin Island, you have lost your ability to enjoy 
  fishing, bird watching, the grandchildren, everything he 
  said earlier also happened to the west on Dauphin 
  Island, Alabama's only barrier island.
             And as far as restoration projects, in the 
  literature of key lists of project types, No. 2 in the 
  document says, "Protect shoreline and reduce erosion."  
  No. 3, "To restore barrier islands and beaches."  And I 
  know the states to the west of us have a lot of windfall 
  of that; not Alabama.  We've talked about the oyster -- 
  Avery Bates talked about how nice it's going to be to 
  have healthy beds for oysters, and we're talking about 
  all the fisheries.  But if you don't have a barrier 
  island, it's not going to be protected; it's going to be 
  destroyed.  
             Dauphin Island is in bad shape.  Dauphin 
  Island is in trouble.  Dauphin Island is about to breach 
  in the middle.  Dauphin Island, of years and years of 
  neglect from the State, is in trouble.  We have at least 
  once a month a wash over of salt water over into the 
  sound.  And in all of the documents you see here 
  tonight, in all of the 3,000 pages, there is not one 
  penny for Dauphin Island, Alabama's only barrier 
  island.  And if you didn't get that in the book, not one 
  penny for Dauphin Island in all of the documents that 
  you have here tonight.  
             And I tell you, you talk about loss of use 
  and loss of inconvenience; the whole summer of 2010, I 
  sat there in my bed watching blue lights flashing 
  through the window of the police out there blocking 
  access to the beach while the clean-up was going on, 
  denying anybody access.  And I tell you, it's just not 
  right; it's just not right.  And I don't think that 
  there's anybody in this room that could really justify 
  to me why, again, not one penny for Dauphin Island when 
  it's in trouble and it's Alabama's only barrier island.  
  Thank you.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Mason. 
             Before I call the next two speakers, I just 
  want to remind you if you have filled out a blue card 
  and you changed your mind and you would like to make a 
  public comment, if you would just raise your hand; we 
  will go ahead and get a public speaking card to you.  We 
  have one card over here that needs to be picked up.  Any 
  others who would like to speak who initially denied and 
  say that they want to speak?  Thank you.  
             Next forward, Mr. Greg Leatherbury, Jr., 
  followed by Tucker Dorsey.  If you will state your name 
  and if you are representing an organization for the 
  record.  Thank you.
             GREG LEATHERBURY:  My name is Greg 
  Leatherbury and I'm a resident of Orange Beach.  My 
  house is on Bayou St. John.  Bayou St. John is one of 
  the areas that was closed, and so we could not use any 
  of the water for any recreational benefits of the area.  
  I applaud Governor Bentley and Commissioner Guy for 
  their Gulf Park Enhancement projects.  I fully support 
  the construction of the lodge and conference center, 
  especially, because I personally think of the loss that 
  I suffered, just being on Bayou St. John and not being 
  able to put my boat in the water.  But it's not just the 
  people that live in Gulf Shores and Orange Beach; it's 
  people that live in the whole state of Alabama; it's the 
  people that live in Georgia; it's the people that live 
  in Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, Tennessee.  I 
  think the lodge and conference center is one of the 
  important aspects to allow the people who are not from 
  this area who would have enjoyed the opportunity to come 
  enjoy the recreational benefits that's there.  So I 
  fully support it, and I want to thank y'all for allowing 
  us to have this opportunity to talk about it.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Leatherbury.  
             Following Tucker Dorsey is Casi Callaway.
             TUCKER DORSEY:  Good evening.  I'm Tucker 
  Dorsey.  I'm with the Baldwin County Commission.  I'm 
  elected by and represent all 119,000 residents of 
  Baldwin County.  I'm also a dad and husband and dad to a 
  seven-year-old, so these things are important to as a 
  family, as well as for my part-time job as a 
  commissioner.  I could spend three minutes thanking 
  everybody here in the room for their time and dedication 
  to all things restoration, all things with regards to 
  the oil spill.  We don't say "thank you" often enough, 
  and we're very thankful for your efforts to restore the 
  entire Gulf of Mexico.  
             Officially, I would like to say I'm in favor 
  of all three projects.  I don't think there is a bigger 
  champion for the oyster reefs than Avery Bates for the 
  oyster industry.  He speaks for a lot of people when he 
  says how -- he's speaking for a lot of people and from a 
  lot of experience on how important this is, not only to 
  the economy of the oystering, but also to our ecology, 
  as well.  
             I'm in favor of the Swift Tract Living 
  Shoreline, the Nature Conservancy and the 100-1000, 
  first project they did there in Weeks Bay.  I understand 
  the shoreline, the Living Shoreline Project and 
  certainly in favor of that, as well as the Gulf Park 
  Enhancement Project.  
             Again, just as a dad, my family and I use the 
  trails immensely.  And we appreciate the fact that your 
  primary alternative is Alternative 4 as we do ecological 
  and restorative work for access to the Gulf.  And so I 
  would like to, again, reiterate -- and you can write 
  this down -- me and my 192,000 friends are in favor of 
  all three projects improving the ecology and access of 
  the ecosystems enjoyed by not only, as I said earlier, 
  Coastal Alabama, but millions of Americans from all 
  over.  So thank you very much for you time this evening.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Dorsey.  
             Following Casi Callaway will be Kara 
  Lankford.
             Ms. Callaway?
             CASI CALLAWAY:  Hi.  I'm Casi Callaway; I'm 
  speaking on behalf of Mobile Baykeeper.  And I have to 
  add this in:  Y'all have done tremendous work over the 
  last three-and-a-half years and we are grateful every 
  day for all of it.  
             I also am a mom of a six-year-old who we 
  spent the weekend of the oil disaster, the very first 
  weekend, at the beach enjoying the sunshine, enjoying 
  the sand.  And it was a little cold, but it was 
  beautiful.  I thought it was going to be Louisiana and 
  Texas's problem; I do apologize for not worrying as much 
  as I should about them.  But we did have an 
  environmental disaster on Alabama's beaches and it had 
  an economic impact.  But the thing we cannot forget in 
  what we do and with every one of these restoration 
  projects is that this was an environmental disaster that 
  greatly impacted our economy.  
             So you know, I hear 11 people in a row with 
  the exact same message followed by three or four with an 
  additional message of we love the state park and lodge 
  because we want to see access to the public.  Well, we 
  need to make sure that that access is for the public, 
  and I know that's a challenge for a project of this size 
  and scope.  We need to make sure that everybody is going 
  to be able to afford it.  We need to make sure that it 
  stays state park and that people can afford to go and 
  enjoying being there.  Because that brings a challenge 
  of its own:  Is this for the people or is this for 
  everybody?  
             The second part with the park itself is -- I 
  hear y'all say, "green project", "green project", and I 
  am thrilled to hear that said.  It was the kind of thing 
  that we thought would be a great write-off for this as a 
  Restore Act project as opposed to a NRDA project.  But 
  what we have to understand now is it's on the list for 
  NRDA, and that's where it is; that's where it's sitting, 
  and that's what's made through this draft.  What we have 
  to figure out is:  How are we going to do this green 
  project?  What will the public get to see as a part of 
  that?  How will we know how green this project is?  If 
  the project starts to have a cost overrun, are we going 
  to drop the environmental side of that, the green side 
  of that?  
             So this is the things we want to see in place 
  and firmly in place as we start to read through this 
  document.  Please recognize, I have not read the   
  3,000-page document, but I greatly appreciate the 
  recommendations to start with Chapter 11.  
             The other piece, of course, the Swift Tract, 
  wonderful; so excited about the option of doing a 
  100-1,000 Living Shoreline Project.  We know they will 
  make a great impact on water quality.  We know they will 
  make us resilient and improve and increase and raise the 
  value of our land on every side.  
             The oyster restoration projects, we are 
  excited that we can continue to invest in our industry 
  there.  
             Again, I have to remind you:  We have put 
  this much money, $85.5 million of Alabama's $100 
  million -- and it's not all for the park; it's not all 
  for construction, but the vast majority of it is for 
  construction.  What we need to be doing is also 
  sincerely and significantly investing in Alabama's 
  natural resources.  We have to be ready and resilient 
  against the next environmental disaster, because it will 
  wreck our economy again.  And unfortunately, the Gulf 
  State Park and Lodge is wonderful; it's not going to 
  protect us against that next environmental disaster.  
  Thank you so much.  
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Callaway.  
             Following Ms. Lankford will be Herb Malone.  
             KARA LANKFORD:  Hi.  My name is Kara 
  Lankford.  I'm with Ocean Conservancy; it's good to see 
  you guys again. 
             First of all, I just want to thank the 
  Trustees for releasing the PEIS.  It certainly was  
  long-awaited by our organization, and I know it took a 
  lot of blood, sweat, and tears, so I just want to say 
  thank you for that.
             It seems to be a very comprehensive and 
  thorough document, and I guess for most of you guys, you 
  think we're never happy, but we're going to request an 
  extended comment period from 60 to 90 days, because it 
  is a 3,000-page document.  While we wouldn't be accused 
  of being speed readers, it is quite the document to get 
  through in simply 60 days.  And while I'm being unhappy, 
  I will also add that it is impossible to provide 
  adequate public comments tonight, considering we only 
  had about 10 days peruse the 3,000-page document.  
             So with that being said, we had also hoped to 
  see projects that would restore the injured resources 
  and the marine environment, especially after seeing 
  marine resources included within the injury assessment.
             Lastly, I would just like to urge the 
  Trustees to prefer restoration of the injured resources 
  themselves.  And I would also remind the Trustees that 
  projects designed to restore or enhance an injured human 
  service must have significant relationship to an injured 
  resource and must benefit the user group that was 
  injured.  Thanks so much.  
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Lankford.  
             Mr. Malone, if you will come forward; behind 
  him will be Mr. Kevin Corcoran.
             Mr. Malone?
             HERB MALONE:  Thank you, sir.  And thank you, 
  ladies and gentleman of the Trustees and others that you 
  work with not only for the presentation that you made 
  tonight of the upcoming projects, but I also thank you 
  for the projects that have already been implemented 
  along the Coast or are in the process of being 
  implemented.  
             I am President, CEO of Alabama Gulf Coast 
  Convention and Visitors Bureau.  We handle tourism and 
  marketing for Gulf Shores and Orange Beach.  I would 
  like to speak on behalf of our organization, as well as 
  myself and my family as citizens of Baldwin County.  We 
  have four generations currently living, working, 
  recreating in Baldwin County just within our one town.  
             Somebody made reference earlier tonight to 
  the work of the Civilian Conservation Corps.  Back in 
  the 30s, my father -- our father -- was a working member 
  of that CCC Camp that built that state park.  
             All three of the projects, the Oyster 
  Restoration Project in Mobile County, the Living 
  Shoreline, the Gulf State Park Enhancement, all three of 
  those projects are very, very important to the future of 
  Coastal Alabama.  We strongly support all three of those 
  projects.  I'm not an oysterman, but I'm an       
  oyster-eater, and we enjoy oysters and recreational 
  fishing in oyster beds.  I can see the Living Shoreline 
  from my mother's house, so we're very familiar with that 
  and think those are all going to be great, successful 
  projects.  
             I particularly want to address the Gulf State 
  Park Enhancements, all the enhancements for the project 
  in Gulf State Park.  I thank Commissioner Guy and 
  Governor Bentley and all the people in their departments 
  that worked very diligently to make sure that Gulf State 
  Park can be the crown jewel that it once was.  
             The loss of recreational use, the 
  recreational damage that we received in the oil spill, 
  it is mind boggling, to say the least.  In the tourism 
  world, we deal with something in excess of five million 
  visitors who come to enjoy Alabama's Gulf Coast each 
  year.  And our phones went from ringing to people making 
  reservations to come to people making cancellations not 
  only for that year, but a great amount said they'd never 
  come back again.  
             Thanks to all the hard work from our state 
  officials and a lot of grants from BP and what have you; 
  we are enjoying record times right now.  The tourists 
  have returned in great numbers.  The projects that are 
  proposed are the kind of projects that will keep them 
  coming back in the future.  So we strongly support 
  those.  And again, thank you for all of your work.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Malone.  
             Mr. Corcoran, please come forward.  And next 
  speaker will be Major Joe Womack. 
             Mr. Corcoran?
             KEVIN CORCORAN:  Thank you.  Thank you for 
  this opportunity this evening.  My name is Kevin 
  Corcoran.  I am Chairman of Coastal Alabama Business 
  Chamber and I'm here tonight on behalf of the 1,031 
  business members that we have in our organization.  
             I'd like to applaud the Trustees and 
  representatives for the balance they've struck as 
  choosing alternatives for the balance of 63 percent 
  economic restoration and 37 percent for recreation and 
  acknowledging the human species and the damage that was 
  done to the recreational injuries that the public 
  suffered.  We very much endorse the recommendations 
  made, specifically, the state -- the lodge and 
  conference center.  And as Mr. Malone just suggested, 
  the damage to the recreational efforts that we have in 
  our county a regular basis were so severely damaged in 
  2010, and we continue to recover.  Baldwin County is the 
  most resilient community that I've ever experienced in 
  the natural disasters that we've encountered.  And when 
  I sat with Mr. Feinburg and he told us that Kevin said, 
  you know, bad things happen to good people, and we said 
  this was one that we can nail down.  And I would like to 
  thank BP for demonstrating what a responsible party is.  
  Because as a father of eight, that's something that's 
  very difficult sometimes to explain to your children.  
  But BP is stepping up as the responsible party and we'd 
  like to thank that.
             So we very much, as a member of the Chamber 
  of Commerce, would like to show our endorsement for the 
  lodge and conference center in an attempt to help offset 
  the recreational damage that has been done to the 
  public.  Thank you for this opportunity this evening.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Corcoran.  
             Following Major Joe Womack will be Susan 
  Sizemore.
             MAJOR JOE WOMACK:  Good evening.  I'm Major 
  Joe Womack, and I'm with the Africatown Community 
  Development Corporation. 
             Africatown, as you can see, was organized 
  last year after Africatown was put on the National 
  Registry of Historical Places.  It's something we're 
  very proud of.  As you all might know, Africatown is 
  fortunate enough to be bound by -- on three sides by 
  water, putting us right in square of what you are trying 
  to do here.  Those of you who aren't very familiar with 
  Africatown, it's on the National Historical Registry 
  because it was the very last recorded place in this 
  country where a slave was brought in this country.  And 
  Mobile, Alabama, can be proud of the fact that it is 
  part of the first and the last; the first Mardi Gras and 
  the last slave ship.  
             And part of our mission at the CDC is to make 
  sure that Africatown is recognized for what it has done 
  for the community.  And we're trying to restore the area 
  and do some of the same things that you all are doing 
  with the funds that come to the area, especially since 
  we are, like I said, bound on three sides by water.  We 
  think we're right in square with what you're trying to 
  do.  
             Our plea would be to restore some of the 
  things of the past from Africatown, such as the fact 
  that when you name some of the great athletes that have 
  come to that area, we can restore that tradition.  
  People such as Hall of Famer, Billy Williams; Hall of 
  Famer, Hank Aaron; Hall of Famer, Willie McCovey; Hall 
  of Famer, Satchel Paige; Hall of Famer -- I'm sorry; the 
  shortstop for the St. Louis Cardinals.  
             But anyway, we're trying to restore those 
  kinds of things.  And we're talking about restoration, 
  and this would be one of my primary things that you 
  could do, and that's what we're trying to do with 
  Africatown.  We have a list of projects that we would 
  add to your list, and some of them should be on the 
  computers.  When you see Africatown, please read what's 
  on there. 
             And I remember when I first came back to 
  Mobile years ago, I went to a local historian, and he 
  gave me two books to read, and they were written by 
  great men, and they were written 100 years apart.  And I 
  came back to him, and he said, "Well, what do those two 
  books mean?"  I said, "Well, they said basically the 
  same thing."  I said, "These two great minds thought 
  alike."  He said, "That's true."  He said, "But to me it 
  means over a hundred years has passed and nothing's 
  changed, until we write about the same thing." 
             So with these moneys that are coming down to 
  you all, please think about what you are doing with 
  them, because they are going to make some great changes 
  within the Gulf Coast.  And I like to refer to those 
  funds as free money.  And when you get free money like 
  that, you can do some great things with it.  And with 
  Africatown, we have good plans and some things that we 
  would like to do, not only for the Africatown Community, 
  but for Mobile County, tourism, restoration, and things 
  for our kids to look up to.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Womack.
             As Ms. Sizemore is coming forward, next will 
  be Mr. Anthony Kaiser.
             Ms. Sizemore?
             SUSAN SIZEMORE:  Thank you.  I'm Susan 
  Sizemore from Orange Beach.  I work for a restaurant, so 
  of course, anything to help our waters and seafood is 
  very important to me.  I'm also the -- going to be the 
  chairman of the Coastal Alabama Business Chamber.  Thank 
  you, Kevin, who has done a wonderful job in the past.  
  And thank you very much Gunter, and for all of you for 
  all of the work that you do.  
             Yes, this may be free money, but it came at a 
  very, very big cost to us.  I have been -- I had 
  property on the Gulf Coast since 1975, and everyone in 
  this room is here because you love the Gulf Coast.  And 
  I think it's very important for everyone in the state, 
  everyone in the country, to be able to see our beautiful 
  Gulf Coast.  Not everybody knows we have this beautiful 
  shoreline, and it's a shame for anything to take away 
  from that.  And during the oil spill, a lot was taken 
  away.  And it broke my heart to turn on the national 
  news to hear them say those things that were destroyed.  
             Well, we are very strong, resilient people 
  here, and you need a place like the visitor's center for 
  people to come, for public access to see the beach.  I 
  have three grandchildren that during the time, during 
  clean-up time, I carried them down the beach to watch 
  them clean up, and they cried.  Well, I don't want that 
  ever to happen again.  I thank you for all that you are 
  doing for the clean-up and to make it a better place for 
  us.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Sizemore.  
             Mr. Kaiser?
             ANTHONY KAISER:  Yes, my name is Anthony 
  Kaiser.  I am the COO, Chief Operating Officer of Meyer 
  Real Estate, Meyer Vacation Rental Broker, as well, but 
  I'm not here representing them.  Even though we manage 
  1,400 units, that's not what I'm here to talk about.
             Today, I think that we are -- we have seen 
  the devastation that the BP Oil Spill provided in our 
  area, shut down our natural resources, our inability to 
  utilize the things that we love and cherish the most 
  down here, and that is being able to enjoy the 
  environment.  And I really appreciate the State of 
  Alabama coming up with some things that I feel are very 
  important to our restoration process.  
             But a few things mentioned here to you today 
  are very important.  I think the recreational injury 
  that we felt, this is part of the restoring factor.  
  Being in support, we are a very strong supporter of the 
  conference center and lodge.  I think that's very 
  important to our healing process.  But I think it's 
  something that's happened, and we all -- we talk about 
  environment, but because of this, I think of the 
  awareness that has been built in to the environment, and 
  what that means now is tenfold greater than it ever was 
  before.  The things that I think the State of Alabama, 
  in particular, and others, as well, are doing to restore 
  and utilize the assets and resources given to them by BP 
  to me says a lot about the awareness of our environment 
  and where we want to go with things.  
             So once again, I am very supportive of all 
  three things the State of Alabama has undertaken, and I 
  thank you, Trustees, and Commissioner Guy, for all that 
  you've done.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Kaiser.  
  Before I call the next two speakers up, I just want to 
  remind you that if you would like to make public comment 
  but did not check the box to be a speaker, if you would 
  like to get your name on the list, just raise your hand 
  and we'll get a card to you so that we can add you to 
  the list.    
             Okay.  Next up, we have Ms. Donna Watts 
  followed by Hank Caddell.
             DONNA WATTS:  Good evening.  Thank you for 
  giving me this opportunity tonight.  And I, too, want to 
  thank you for all of your hard work.  It's a very 
  complicated issue, and you've done a really good job 
  tonight of explaining it to us.  I can't wait to delve 
  into Chapter 11.  
             I am the CEO of the South Baldwin Chamber of 
  Commerce; we joined with our sister chamber, the Coastal 
  Alabama Business Chamber, in supporting the efforts that 
  you've put forth here tonight, the projects.  We 
  particularly support the lodge and conference center.  
  We believe that would bring a lot of significant use 
  back that was taken away from the oil spill.  
             I am sixth-generation Baldwin Countian, and I 
  will speak, also, as a citizen of Baldwin County and a 
  grandmother of five and a mother of four, that it was 
  very painful to see what took place and to how those 
  week and months when we did not know whether we would 
  ever be able to get anything else out of the Gulf of 
  Mexico.  And I think what we're doing with these 
  projects will be so educational for our future 
  generations to understand the value what we have there, 
  not just for those who make their living there, but 
  those who enjoy that recreation and why we live here.  
             So thank you for your work, and we want to go 
  on record as the South Baldwin Chamber as supporting the 
  three projects that you have proposed.  Thank you.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Ms. Watts.  
             Following Mr. Caddell will be David 
  Underhill.
             HANK CADDELL:  Good evening.  I'm Hank 
  Caddell, chairman on the board of the Gulf Restoration 
  Network.  That is a five-state organization of the 
  coastal states.  We do have a lot of us here in 
  Alabama.  
             I grew up in Decatur, Alabama, and all during 
  the 1950s, I was lucky to be able to come to the beach, 
  the Beaumont Beach, before there was ever a Orange 
  Beach, or a City of Gulf Shores, before there was the 
  highway across the old pass, and it was an absolutely 
  wonderful area.  There is still a lot of wonder and 
  wonderful aspects to our coastal area.  But I want to 
  submit to you that we have lost a vast, vast percent of 
  the natural beach and dune habitat, if you look all the 
  way back to the 50s.  We've lost more and more, and the 
  dynamic has been toward the loss and destruction, rather 
  than preservation.  
             Gulf Restoration Network is a gulf-wide 
  organization that works to empower people across the 
  Coast to restore and protect the environment.  Every 
  year, we have on the Gulf a gallery at Camp Bethwick 
  here, and in Baldwin County, gallery advocates from all 
  over the Gulf Coast states. 
             We appreciate the opportunity to comment on 
  the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement.  Two of 
  the three projects announced for Alabama are worthy 
  restoration projects to repair important environments 
  affected by the BP disaster.  Without going into detail, 
  I would like to echo the comments we've heard previously 
  about the Interpretive Center, the oyster project, and 
  the other environmental projects.  
             The Gulf State Park Enhancement Project is an 
  inappropriate use of these NRDA funds.  We ask and we 
  hope that you and your attorneys will look carefully at 
  the underlying legislation.  NRDA is about restoring or 
  compensating for the loss of natural resources, 
  restoring or compensating for the loss.  It's unclear to 
  GRN how a hotel and a conference center fits in the 
  legal definition of loss of use, either of a natural 
  resource or of restoration of a natural resource. 
             We've heard something about access to the 
  public, and I would like and hope that everyone realizes 
  that Alabama is a relatively poor state.  We have four 
  million citizens and a very, very great percentage of 
  them are not going to be able to afford to pay two to 
  three hundred dollars to come down and stay at the Gulf 
  State Conference Center and Lodge.  Many out-of-state 
  people will enjoy it.  For the average, let's call them 
  "Joe Six Pack", you are reducing access to this area, 
  not enhancing; although, you are enhancing -- you know, 
  for many folks, you are enhancing their economy and 
  their return.  
             The Alabama hotel project proposed by the 
  NRDA Trustees is an opportunistic grab for cash for a 
  project that has been unable to provide funding for the 
  last decade.  And in fact, if you look all the way back 
  into the late 90s, this project has come and gone.  
  There have been ideas trying to fund its budget looking 
  for money.  It's not something that we came up and 
  designed in response to the BP disaster, and let's be 
  clear about that.  
             And we have a historic opportunity to put the 
  Gulf on the path towards sustainability and help make 
  our communities and our ecosystem more resilient.  
  Squandering these funds for environmentally destructive 
  projects, like the Alabama Beachfront Hotel, will not 
  revitalize our natural resources and does not make up 
  the recreational across the Coast.  
             In conclusion, the Gulf State Park 
  Enhancement Project violates the letter and spirit of 
  NRDA, of the federal act.  We ask you to please look at 
  that carefully.  While the smaller environmental 
  projects are good, we echoed comments about them.  They 
  equate to lipstick on this pork project.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Do you have much more, 
  Mr. Caddell?
             HANK CADDELL:  I'm sorry.  I have just a 
  few -- if you will just indulge me for just a few more 
  short comments. 
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Let me -- if you will allow 
  me to get through the remainder, I'll call you back up 
  for a fresh --
             HANK CADDELL:  Yes, sir.  I would only add 
  that we will be making more extensive comments during 
  comment period, and we still thank you for all you are 
  doing and we hope that you will look at this thing very 
  carefully.
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Caddell.
             As Mr. Underhill is coming forward, our next 
  speaker will be Ms. Julie Magee.
             DAVID UNDERHILL:  My name is David 
  Underhill.  I'm a Mobile resident and conservation 
  chairman of Mobile Bay Sierra Club.  And I'm a late 
  speaker because I was a late arriver because I almost 
  became an extra in a movie that's being shot by accident 
  outside, which reminded me of the movie Field of Dreams 
  that out of it became a famous line, "If you build it, 
  they will come."  
             That's in essence what the governor said when 
  he first announced the project on the beach.  He said, 
  "When we build this convention resort, doctors and 
  lawyers will come to it instead of going to Florida for 
  their conventions, and that's why we're going to do 
  it."  That was not very well received politically, so 
  the language changed somewhat.  But as far as I know, 
  the plans have not.  
             This is still a resort convention center on 
  the beach, though it is called now a lodge and 
  conference center with "green" attached to it.  If you 
  really want to restore lost public use to that location, 
  the last thing you would want to do with this early 
  batch of money is spend it on something that will, as 
  the previous speaker said, tend to exclude, rather than 
  invite, those parts of the public who are not 
  comfortable or not able to spend the kind of money in a 
  pricey place that would have the image and style of what 
  the governor said that he wanted to build so that 
  doctors and lawyers would come.  
             Instead, you would use this money for 
  enhancing the campground, the parks, the park's trails 
  for bikes and hiking, the cabins that are for rent 
  scrambled around the park; you could add to that stock 
  of housing for modest prices or even subsidize it.  You 
  could create inland parking and some kind of shuttle bus 
  or Tran service to move people to the beaches to get 
  highway traffic and parking off of the beach area.  You 
  could create elevated walkways over the highway to make 
  pedestrian access for families more inviting, safe, and 
  accessible.  There are many things you could do with 
  this money if the true purpose is to restore public 
  use.  
             And if it is to enhance environmental 
  education, you could even create some pilot projects to 
  show how you can sustainably extract energy from the 
  wind, the waves, and the sun to power a place like that 
  park.  People will come as tourists to see that in much 
  larger numbers than they would come to a convention 
  center for doctors and lawyers on the beach.  If your 
  purpose is to restore public loss use, that's the sort 
  of thing you would do.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you, Mr. Underhill.  
             Next forward is commissioner Julie Magee, 
  followed by Jackie Antalon.  
             Is the commissioner still with us? 
             Okay.  Ms. Antalon?
             JACKIE ANTALON:  Hey, everybody.  Just like 
  everyone else, I know this is a very difficult, 
  difficult thing to do.  But the fact remains:  Natural 
  resources damage, period; natural resources damage, 
  period; natural Resources damage, period; early 
  Restoration projects.  If it's natural resources damage, 
  then it is:  How can we repair natural resources damage 
  early? 
             First, I love the Gulf State Park.  I support 
  the expansion of it, but not with Natural Resource 
  Damage Assessment funding.  We clearly enjoy our area.  
  We can pull a blanket out and educate our families like 
  we've done for years.  "Look at that.  Oh; there's a 
  hermit crab.  Oh; let's follow the little crab.  Let's 
  go; let's enjoy it."  We don't have to spend $58 million 
  to do it.  We, again, support -- we clearly support our 
  state parks.  We clearly want to enhance our state 
  parks, but not with natural resource damage funding.  
  Thank you. 
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you.
             Are there any others who have not spoken here 
  who desire to speak at this time?  If not, I would like 
  to give -- Mr. Caddell, would you like to speak again, 
  sir?  And I'll give the same right to anyone who has 
  spoken, if they want to give a little bit more.  If you 
  would, just be respectful of the time.
             HANK CADDELL:  I don't need three minutes, 
  and not even one minute.  There's only one additional 
  point.  The particular project, the hotel project will 
  negatively impact major species that were harmed by the 
  oil spill.  We've got sea turtles and beach mouse.  So 
  that's something directly under the statute, under the 
  standards that supposedly we're looking at.  So that's 
  the only other point.  
             And we'd also like to echo this:  Please try 
  to give more notice.  We had a 3,000-page document and 
  had 7 to 10 days for the public.  And I know our 
  friends, the city marshals, have largely reviewed it, 
  but I think if you gave more time, you might get more 
  from the citizens.  So Thank you very much.  
             PERRY FRANKLIN:  Thank you very much.  
             Are there any others who would like to make 
  public comment before we conclude tonight's meeting?
             I want to thank everyone for abiding by the 
  time guidelines.  We've gotten a lot of comment tonight 
  and it's been very respectful; Thank you very much.  
             Anyone else who wants to go forward?  
             And remember, state trustees and federal 
  trustees will stay until the last person's question is 
  asked.  Afterwards, we'll go back to an open-house 
  setting if you have any further questions.  The computer 
  outside is set up if you would like to put your comments 
  online.  And also, if you want to pick up one of the 
  forms to fill out.  If you want to make mail in the 
  form, there is a stack of forms for public comments 
  outside, as well.  
             While that gentleman is filling out his card, 
  for those of you, that URL is there on the screen, 
  wwww.oilspillrestoration.noaa.gov.  There is the address 
  if you want to mail in a written comment.  Just remember 
  that the deadline is February 4th.  Okay.  
             Our final speaker for the night is Mr. Gerry 
  Robinson. 
             Mr. Robinson?
             GERRY ROBINSON:  My name is Gerry Robinson.  
  For you, it's with a "G".  I would like to echo the 
  comments of many of the people I have voted for over 
  here in Orange Beach and throughout the state.  We have 
  heard a lot of comments about us Alabamians using the 
  Gulf.  Right now, we have active clubs in Orange Beach 
  and Gulf Shores that call themselves the Wisconsin 
  Snowbirds, the Minnesota Snowbirds, the Ohio Snowbirds, 
  the Illinois Snowbirds, and maybe I missed some.  These 
  people have come down because of our lovely 
  environment.  Tomorrow, they will think it's beach 
  weather, swimming weather, because of the way they grew 
  up without knowing better.  This is a year-round 
  community now.  We don't need to wait months and years 
  for some help that offsets the BP problem.  
             The community that I come from, Orange 
  Beach -- an Alabamian by the grace of God, and Orange 
  Beach person by the distinct effort to move there, we 
  enjoy our environment; we take care of our environment; 
  we recycle.  If you're staying in this hotel tonight, 
  you will not have recycling.  Your garbage will simply 
  be lumped together and buried.  The communities on the 
  Gulf are already aware of the environment; we need some 
  help to put it back, but we also need some help to 
  counter the negative publicity that came about when the 
  BP oil spill came on.  
             My relatives and friends throughout the rest 
  of the U.S. thought that we were having to evacuate the 
  area because of the oil.  We still may have to, because 
  this oil has not been accounted for, and we're very 
  concerned that we'll have the oil mats out there that 
  will break up the next time we get a little weather. 
             We do appreciate the efforts of the groups 
  that y'all represent, particularly the State of Alabama, 
  and we hope that the progress will be made quickly to 
  give us some relief from the disaster that was suffered 
  at the hands of the corporation.  Thank you.
             FRANKLIN PERRY:  Thank you very much, 
  Mr. Robinson.  
             And if you'll just pick up information, there 
  is wonderful information at the door that you can take 
  with you that has this contact information on it.  
             We thank you for coming out tonight.  And to 
  close us for tonight will be Commissioner Gunter Guy.
             GUNTER GUY:  Thank you, Perry.  And once 
  again, I just want to thank everyone for being here.  
  Thank you for your comments.  They will all be taken 
  seriously by everyone at the table and all of the state 
  and federal trustees.  And yes; this was the first 
  meeting that was conducted, but there will be, you know, 
  meetings conducted all next month.  And hopefully, 
  Kara -- I don't know if she's still here -- you'll get 
  to read that document like I did in the 60 days, and you 
  can get through it.  But I'm sure your requests will be 
  considered.  
             Everybody, please drive home safely and have 
  a Happy Holiday.  Thank you very much for being here. 
            (Whereupon the meeting was concluded.)
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