
Abstract: In accordance with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA) and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal and State natural resource trustee agencies (Trustees) have 
prepared a Draft Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan and Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement (PDARP/PEIS). The PDARP/PEIS considers programmatic 
alternatives to restore natural resources, ecological services, and recreational use services injured 
or lost as a result of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The Deepwater Horizon oil spill natural 
resource Trustees have developed restoration alternatives, comprised of various restoration 
types, to address injuries to natural resources and resource services resulting from the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. Criteria and evaluation standards under the OPA natural resource damage 
assessment regulations guided the Trustees’ consideration of programmatic restoration 
alternatives. The PDARP/PEIS also evaluates the environmental consequences of the restoration 
alternatives under NEPA. Specific restoration actions, to be selected in subsequent planning 
phases, will take place primarily in the northern Gulf of Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Florida. 

Lead Agency: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Cooperating Agencies:  
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Texas General Land Office 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 

Natural Resources Geological Survey of Alabama 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

For Further Information Contact: Courtney Groeneveld, email: Gulfspill.restoration@noaa.gov 

Comments Due: We will consider public comments received on or before December 4, 2015. 

Public Comments May Be Submitted: 
Via the Web: http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov  (preferred method) 
Via U.S. Mail: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 49567, Atlanta, GA 30345 
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    DWH Natural Resource Trustees Resolution 15-2 
ADOPTED September 23, 2015 

A RESOLUTION OF THE DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL SPILL 
NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEES TO RELEASE THE PROGRAMMATIC DAMAGE 

ASSESSMENT AND RESTORATION PLAN AND PROGRAMMATIC 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (PDARP/PEIS)  

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 

In accordance with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA) and the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA), the undersigned representatives of the Natural Resource Trustees hereby approve 
the release of the Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan and Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement (PDARP/PEIS) for public comment. The PDARP/PEIS 
approved in this resolution was provided to the Trustees through an e-mail dated September 23,
2015 and titled “PDARP/PEIS for TC Approval.”  The PDARP/PEIS will be provided to the 
public for comment through the Federal Register following this resolution. After carefully 
evaluating four restoration alternatives under OPA and NEPA, the Trustees identified 
Comprehensive Integrated Ecosystem Restoration (Alternative A) as the Trustees’ Preferred 
Alternative, as discussed in Section 5.5 of the PDARP/PEIS.  Alternative B is Resource-Specific 
Restoration and is described in Section 5.6 of the PDARP/PEIS. Alternative C is Continue Injury 
Assessment and Defer Comprehensive Restoration Planning and is detailed in Section 5.7 of the 
PDARP/PEIS. Alternative D is Natural Recovery/No Action and is discussed in Section 5.8 of 
the PDARP/PEIS. The environmental consequences of the four alternatives are evaluated in 
Section 6 of the PDARP/PEIS. 

The Trustees are issuing this PDARP/PEIS for public review and comment. The Trustees will 
consider public comments on the PDARP/PEIS prior to finalizing the PEIS and prior to selecting 
a programmatic restoration alternative in a Record of Decision for the PDARP/PEIS. 
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____________________________ 
N. GUNTER GUY, JR.
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Commissioner of Conservation

____________________________ 
BERRY H. TEW, JR.
Geological Survey of Alabama and State Oil and Gas Board of Alabama
State Geologist/Oil & Gas Supervisor

____________________________
LARRY MORGAN
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Senior Deputy General Counsel 

____________________________
Kelly Samek
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Gulf Restoration Coordinator 

FOR THE STATE OF ALABAMA: 

FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA: 
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____________________________
GARY C. RIKARD
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Executive Director

FOR THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS:
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on 15-2 

___________________________________
BRIAN WYNNE
Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office
Director

___________________________________
STEPHEN CHUSTZ 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
Secretary

___________________________________
PEGGY HATCH
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Secretary

____________________________________
KYLE GRAHAM
Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
Executive Director

___________________________________
ROBERT BARHAM
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Secretary

FOR THE STATE OF LOUISIANA:
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